 

	 US History Without the Details:
Mr. Healy’s Overly Broad, Extremely General, Last-Minute Overview of
Some Major Themes and Events in American History:


	 The Critical Period:

* Government under the Articles of Confederation
* Weak Central Government; strong states
* Shay's rebellion leads to calls for a stronger national government
* Attempt to find a government strong enough to govern; not so strong as to threaten individual liberties 

	 The Constitution:

* Constitution emerges as a "bundle of compromises"                                                  
* Constitution creates powerful government, but divides power between states and national government (federalism), among the three branches of the national government (Separation of powers), and allows the different branches to check each other (checks and balances) 
* Antifederalists oppose Constitution on grounds it creates a national government that is too strong & that there are no guarantees of individual rights
* Federalists ensure ratification with the promise to amend the Constitution by adding a Bill of Rights 

	 The Early Republic:

* Hamilton's financial plan helps set nation on firm financial footing
* Disputes over Hamilton's plan leads to emergence of political parties
* Marbury V. Madison establishes precedent of Judicial Review
* Practices of New Government lay foundation for the "Unwritten Constitution:" Political Parties, Presidential Cabinet, Judicial Review 

	 Manifest Destiny:

* Belief that western expansion is inevitable and ordained by God
* Indian Removal Act contributes to devastation of Native American lives
* Annexation of Texas and the subsequent Mexican-American War leads to the addition of much of the Southwest to the US 

	 Sectionalism:

* Geographic, economic, and cultural differences result in sectional disputes over tariffs, internal improvements, the creation of a National Bank, and the western expansion of slavery
* Western Expansion continually thrusts question of slavery before the nation: Will new territory be free or slave?
* Growing abolitionist movement in the North
* Republican Party formed to oppose the expansion of slavery into new territories 

	 Secession and Civil War:

* Election of Lincoln leads to S. Secession
* Lincoln vows to uphold the Constitution and "preserve the Union"
* Civil War begins with South's firing on Ft. Sumter
* Bloodiest war in American history
* Emancipation Proclamation declares slaves in rebel territories free as a "necessary war measure"
* Southern surrender ends the war 

	 Reconstruction:

* President's Lincoln and Johnson favor leniency toward the South
* Radical Republicans, hoping to punish the South, pass harsher reconstruction plan through Congress over Johnson's veto
* Johnson impeached; Senate falls one vote short of removal
* 13th 14th 15th Amendments ratified 

	 Post-Reconstruction South:

* Jim Crow laws passed in many Southern states
* Southern states employ a number of methods to prevent blacks from exercising their rights -- especially their voting rights
* Plessy V. Ferguson upholds constitutionality of segregation; establishes "separate but equal" precedent 

	 Industrialization and the "Gilded Age:"

* Rise of large corporations and corporate consolidation (monopolies, trusts)
* Laissez-Faire Capitalism
* Poor working conditions lead to beginnings of the Labor movement
* Business and government often work together in opposition to Unions
* Growing disparities in wealth
* Robber Barons V. Captains of Industry 

	 Imperialism:

* US seeks colonies to gain access to raw material and new markets -- and to spread American ideals and culture
* Spanish American War adds new territory to the US
* US fights bloody, anti-colonial insurrection in the Philippines

	 The Progressive Movement:

* Progressives seek government action to solve problems in business (child labor, monopolies), society (tenement housing). and government (political corruption, "bossism")
* Reforms occur at local, state, and national level
* 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th Amendments ratified
* Women's suffrage movement wins ratification of 19th Amendment guaranteeing a women's right to vote 

	World War I 

* US attempts to remain neutral as war begins in Europe
* German sinking of merchant ships, economic ties with the allies, Zimmerman note lead to US declaration of War against Germany
* US fights to "make the World safe for Democracy" 

	 Return to Isolation:

* Wilson offers 14 point plan to ensure there are no future wars
* Treaty of Versailles rejects many elements of Wilson's plan, but does include a league of Nations
* US Senate rejects Treaty of Versailles, viewing membership in the League as a threat to US Sovereignty 

	 The Roaring '20's:

* Prohibition passed (18th Amendment)
* Growth of organized crime, bootlegging, speakeasies
* Harlem Renaissance
* Installment buying leads to growth of consumer culture; accumulation of debt
* Coolidge prosperity leaves out workers and farmers 

	 The Great Depression:

* 1929 Stock market crash begins worst depression in US history
* Unemployment rate reaches 25% at peak of the depression
* Underlying causes of depression include overproduction/underconsumption, stagnant wages, speculation on stocks, poor banking practices
* Hoover administration's initial response: the economy will recover on its own
* Gradual movement to "Trickle Down" economics on Hoover's part 

	 The New Deal:

* FDR's plan to offer "Relief, Recovery, Reform"
* New Deal programs provide jobs to millions and some measure of relief; fail to pull country out of the Depression
* New Deal reforms make long standing changes in American government and economics
* Federal government becomes more powerful (and more expensive) and assumes new responsibilities 

	 World War II:

* US attempts to remain neutral as Europe veers toward War
* US passes series of Neutrality Acts designed to prevent US involvement in European turmoil
* US begins to move toward involvement (e.g., the Lend Lease" Act) as Germany appears to be winning
* Bombing of Pearl Harbor leads to US declaration of War
* US places Japanese Americans in internment camps
* Truman orders Atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to end the war and "save American lives" 

	 The Cold War:

* Ideological rivalry between US and Soviet Union
* Soviet refusal to hold elections in Eastern Europe lead to descent of the "Iron Curtain"
* US Marshall Plan helps Europe rebuild
* Truman Doctrine pledges US support for countries resisting Communist aggression
* US forms NATO
* Arms Race
* Space Race
* US pursues policy of containment; attempt to stop the spread of communism
* Korean War fought to limit communist expansion
* "Domino Theory" suggests that if South Vietnam becomes communist, all of Asia will -- leading to US involvement in the Vietnam War
* McCarthyism leads to civil liberties violations at home 

	 Turmoil and Reform:

* Brown V. Board of Education lays legal foundation for Modern Civil Rights movement
* Success of Montgomery, Alabama Bus Boycott leads to emergence of Martin Luther King Jr. as national leader
* Major Civil Rights legislation passed in the 1960's
* Modern Women's rights movement develops: Equal pay for equal work" and the ERA
* Roe V. Wade makes abortion part of a women's constitutionally protected right to privacy
* Bay of Pigs invasion, Cuban Missile crisis occur
* Johnson's War on Poverty and Great Society expand scope, expense of government
* Deepening involvement in Vietnam War sparks protest
* Nixon Expands and "Vietnamizes" the War
* Nixon pursues policy of Détente; makes "opening' to China
* Watergate leads to Nixon's resignation 

	 The Ford and Carter Years:

* Ford pardons Nixon
* Stagflation
* Oil Crisis contributes to economic downturn
* Camp David Accords negotiated by Carter
* Iranian Hostage Crisis 

	 Reagan and Bush:

* Reagan returns to hard-line anticommunist stance
* US support for Contras in Nicaragua, anti-communist dictatorships throughout the Americas
* The New Federalism
* Supply side Economics
* Iran-Contra Scandal
* Gulf War (operation Desert Storm) 

	 Clinton Years:

* Budget Surplus
* Concerns about health care, social security
* "Monicagate" leads to impeachment; Senate falls short of removal
* Economic expansion; stock market boom 


