The Odyssey – Essential Questions
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Essential Questions:
· What does the prologue suggest about the theme of the epic?

· What hints are provided about the identity of the protagonist?

· Where is Odysseus when the story opens?

· Who comes to his defense?

· What is the situation at his home?

· Who is sent to retrieve Odysseus?

· Who is sent to Ithaca?

· Be prepared to thoroughly discuss the characterization of Telemachus and his evolution from an immature dependent “boy” to an assertive Prince.  You should trace his progress throughout both his external journey to find news of his father AND his internal journey to become a man.

· Be prepared to discuss the effectiveness of Athena as a mentor

· What assistance does she give?

· What opportunities does she provide?

· What specific words of encouragement does she give?

· What necessary news does she make available to Telemachus?
Essential Identifications:
· Telemachus

· Athena

· Penelope

· Eurymachus

· Antinous

· Eurycleia
· Aegisthus
· Orestes
· Hermes
· Calypso


Essential Characterizations:

· The gods

· Odysseus

· His men

· Telemachus

· Suitors

Essential Literary Elements/Devices:

· Epithet

· Dramatic irony

· Foreshadowing

· Allusion

· Parallel Plot

· Theme
· Foil

· Nostos

· Xenia

· hubris
