Hero Cycle Essay: Suggested Structure

Intro:

· Explain the Hero Cycle
· Joseph Campbell’s “formula” for the epic hero’s quest
· Explain BOTH the physical and psychological nature of the quest
· THESIS: - Homer’s Odyssey provides a very clear illustration of Campbell’s hero cycle through the journeys and characterization of the protagonist Odysseus.
Body Paragraphs:  (at least three)

· Focused topic sentences introducing each stage
· Explanation of the “generic” meaning of the stage which is the focus of each paragraph
· “Sub-stages” or components of each stage which are relevant to The Odyssey
· Specific events from The Odyssey which illustrate each component/sub-stage
· Thorough explanation as to how the events fit Campbell’s cycle 
· Explanation as to how the evidence/events illustrate Odysseus/progress from hubris to humility

· Concluding sentence which sums up each stage and its evidence

Conclusion

· Restate thesis (use DIFFERENT WORDS!)
· Summarize evidence – 1-2 sentences summarizing Odysseus journey through the “cycle”
· “Clincher” which ends/completes the discussion in a unique way
