Discussion Questions: The Odyssey – Books 13-16

Name:  _______________________

English 9 Honors – Mrs. Mace

Book 13

Explain/Discuss the shift in narration.

How does Odysseus get home?

What is Poseidon’s response to this?  Zeus’ response?

Why doesn’t Odysseus know where he is, initially?

Discuss his interaction with Athena.  Look in particular at pages 141,42.  How has Odysseus 

changed?

What is the plan suggested by Athena?

Book 14

Note the epic simile on page 136.  What two things are being compared?  What is the effect of this simile?

Who is the first mortal person Odysseus encounters? Describe their encounter.  What does Odysseus learn?

Discuss Homer’s use of dramatic irony in this book.

Book 15

Where does Athena go?

What gifts does Telemachus receive from Menelaus and Helen?  How do these gifts indicate a change in Telemachus’ character?

There are two omens in this book.  What are they, and what does each represent?

What does Odysseus learn about his parents?  Explain Eumaus’ history.  Why is he so grateful to Odysseus’ family?

Find an example of verbal irony in Telemachus’ words to Theodymonos.

Book 16

At this point the double plot lines connect and coincide.  Explain.

In what way does the plot begin to escalate, in tone, content, and tempo?  What is the effect of this?

How does Telemachus treat the beggar?

How do you think Odysseus feels as he observes his son?

Discuss the dramatic irony in this scene.

How does Odysseus reveal himself to his son?

What warning does he give to Telemachus?

What is their plan?  What epithet does this suggest?

Which suitor is somewhat positive in this book?  Why?

What occurs between Peneope and the suitors?

