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The goal of a literacy portfolio is to reveal who you are as a person and as a thinker, reader, writer, and speaker.  It is an opportunity for you to introduce yourself in a way that reflects your personality, your strengths, and your possible weaknesses.  It is an opportunity for you to be CREATIVE as well as to highlight what you believe to be your most significant work!

With that in mind, you will now create your LAST piece as a student in 9th grade English!!  As an introductory page to your portfolio, you will choose one of the following task options, and complete the task you choose to be included as your “welcome” or introduction to the body of your work this year.  
· Create a collage that expresses who you are as a thinker.  Include words and images that represent your “philosophy of life” – and that have helped to shape you as a thoughtful person.  Your collage should be ONE PAGE, 8 ½ x 11, and you should FILL THE PAGE with appropriate images and text.  You should include a variety of colors, images, and types of text (i.e. – do NOT merely copy and paste the lyrics to two songs on a piece of paper. This will NOT constitute “filling” the page!)  On the back, write a one paragraph reflection explaining the meaning of the various parts of the collage, and how each reflects you as a thinking person.
· The “theme” for our 9th grade literature study is the “personal journey” – the individual and internal trip we all take as we grow and change.  In ONE FULL PAGE of text, please explain how you believe that you have changed over the course of the year.  What were you like in September?  What things have occurred – in and out of class – that have caused you to learn and grow, and perhaps to change?  How are you different now?
· Another theme of 9th grade is the “quest for self” – the “quest” to identify and understand what our core beliefs are – what drives us to behave as we do, and what causes us to make the choices we make.  In ONE FULL PAGE of text, please discuss something about yourself that you have learned this year.  
· Often, we come to identify a time in our lives with certain music.  Music is so evocative – and lyrics are often healing and cathartic as we listen to artists sing words that reflect what we, too, are feeling.  Find ONE SONG that expresses YOUR FRESHMAN YEAR.  In ONE FULL PAGE of text, please explain why this particular song is meaningful to you; how does it convey what you experienced your year as a ninth grader?
· I hope that you have come to see the characters about whom we have read as REAL – to some degree – that you have been able to empathize with them, and that they have seemed like actual, realistic people to you.  Think of two or three characters from the works we have read this year.  Create a conversation between yourself and these characters in which you discuss some valuable lesson or truth that you have learned this year.  Please be sure to write “in character” for each person you choose to include.
· Create a “graphic novel” of each month of 9th grade – beginning with September and ending in June.  Your “graphic” should convey YOUR PERSONAL experiences as a ninth grader – good and bad, and it should give an overview of the significant experiences of your entire year.  Please include at least TEN FRAMES and A TITLE FRAME.  Include a caption for each frame, as well as significant words, phrases, and quotes.  Please use ORIGINAL ARTWORK.
· If you could choose ONE SIGNIFICANT EVENT/CLASS/PROJECT, etc. that you experienced this year – that had the greatest impact on you as a student and/or person, what would that be?  Please write ONE FULL PAGE of text in which you identify ONE SINGULAR EXPERIENCE that had the greatest impact on you this year.

