Discussion Questions:  The Odyssey – Books 17-24

English 9 Honors – Mrs. Mace

Book 17

What does Telemachus tell Penelope about his father?

Who kicks Odysseus, without knowing who he is?

Who recognizes Odysseus as master of Ithaca, and then dies?  What is the effect of this scene?  In what way is it symbolic?

Explain the verbal irony used by Telemachus in response to Antinous’ feigned concern about Odysseus’ estate.  Discuss the changes in Telemachus’ character.

How does Antinous treat Odysseus?  What is the effect of the dramatic irony here?

What is Penelope’s reaction to the beggar?

Book 18

What is Irus’ objection to Odysseus’ presence?

Describe the incident involving Irus.

Why does Odysseus warn Amphinomous?

What does Odysseus learn about Penelope?

Book 19

How does Penelope react when the “beggar” describes Odysseus’ clothing?  What do you think of his description of himself?

How is it that Eurycleia recognizes Odysseus?

What is Penelope’s dream?

Book 20

What is the sign Zeus gives Odysseus?

What is the effect of the dramatic irony in this scene?

Do you think Philoetius and Eumaeus recognize Odysseus at this point?

What omen do the suitors see?  How do they respond?

Again, who warns them?  Why do you think Homer has him do this repeatedly?

Describe the events following Ktesippos’ attack on Odysseus.

What is Theoclymenus’ vision, and how do the suitors respond?

Book 21

How does Homer keep the reader’s focus on the bow as a weapon while preparations are being made for the contest?

What do you think Penelope THINKS will be the result of the contest?  What do you think she HOPES will happen?

Why do you think Telemachus laughs?  Why does he say what he does afterwards?

Why doesn’t Telemachus string the bow?  How is he learning strategy from his father?

How does Odysseus prove his identity to Eumaeus and Philoetius?

Explain Odysseus’ plan.  

What does Antinous suggest, since no suitors can string the bow?

Why does Telemachus intervene and send Penelope away?

What sign does Zeus send that tells the suitors their doom has arrived?

Book 22

Who is the first suitor to die?

How does Odysseus identify himself?

What is Eurymachus’ explanation and proposed compromise?  How does Odysseus respond?  

How is it that the suitors are able to obtain some arms?

What two men are spared?

What is the punishment for the guilty maids? How is Melanthius punished?  Is this excessive?

How do you think Odysseus is feeling as the serving women greet him at the end of this book?

Book 23

How does Penelope react to the news that Odysseus is alive, and that he has killed the suitors?  Why do you think this is so?  Describe how she behaves when she initially sees him.

How does Penelope “test” Odysseus before she believes it is truly he?  

Book 24

Who recaps the story for Agamemnon?

Describe Odysseus’ reunion with his father.  How does he finally identify himself?

Who leads the suitors’ families in their outcry against Odysseus?  Why is this ironic?

Who reminds them of the true guilt of the suitors, as well as of their own guilt as Ithacans, since they did nothing to stop the suitors?

How does the battle end?  What do you think about the end of this story?

