The Odyssey – Books 5-8

Socratic Seminar Questions

In addition to your own questions, please be prepared to answer each of the following:

CLOSE-ENDED (Literal Content) QUESTIONS:  You should be able to address each item indicated on the
 “Essentials” guide distributed in class.  These include:

· Significant plot events

· Identification of all persons, places listed

OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS:

· Homer is noted as being one of the few epic authors who includes important women AND people from the lower classes. First – identify some of the powerful women in his epic, and explain what makes them so powerful and significant.  Then identify some of the servant class who are included.  Why do you suppose he includes these individuals?

· Look at Odysseus’ first utterance in the epic – his response to Kalypso’s initial offer of help.  What does this say about his attitude toward other humans and toward the gods?  
· Why do you think Odysseus rejects Kalypso’s offer of immortality?  What does this say about him?  Also notice HOW he gets himself out of this sticky situation with Kalyspo -- how does he manage to refuse her without insulting her?

· As Odysseus approaches Scheria, Poseidon sends a storm to destroy his boat.  The sea-goddess Leucothea (Ino) saves him, but he almost rejects her help.  What does this say about his character?  Has he overcome all of his flaws yet?  

· Contrast this response to crisis to his response to the situation he faces in his first encounter with Nausicaa.  What trait does he exhibit this time?

· Contrast Arete with Penelope.  Both are queens.  Who seems more powerful?  Why?  Are there different kinds of power?

· Overall – do you like Odysseus?  Why or why not?

UNIVERSAL THEME QUESTIONS:

· If you were Odysseus, would you trust the gods?  Would you trust humans?  What destroys trust?  Once gone, can trust be rebuilt or regained?

· Are heroes perfect and righteous in every way?  Should they be?   What is the appeal of a “fallen” or “flawed” hero?
LIFE CONNECTION QUESTIONS:

· Is it normal to try to fix things on your own instead of taking other’s advice – or is that arrogance?

· Which is the effective way of getting help -- bluntly explaining your needs, or “easing” your way into your explanation by starting out with flattery.  Is that honest?  Does it show integrity – or just craftiness?

LITERARY ANALYSIS QUESTIONS:

· Why do you think Homer has not introduced Odysseus until this point?  What is the effect of keeping him “hidden” until Book 5?
· In what ways does Nausicaa serve as a “foil” for Telemachus?  How is her character opposite his?
· Why do you think Homer includes the story of Hephaestus, Ares, and Aphrodite in the songs Demodocus sings?
· How does Homer characterize Odysseus in these Books?  Note the many epithets that describe him. Notice the similes Homer includes as well.  Do you think these are appropriate – effective?  What character qualities does Odysseus exhibit?  What are his most notable qualities?
