The Odyssey – Books 9-10
Socratic Seminar Questions

In addition to your own questions, please be prepared to answer each of the following:

CLOSE-ENDED (Literal Content) QUESTIONS:  You should be able to address each item indicated on the
 “Essentials” guide distributed in class.  These include:

· Significant questions answered

· Significant plot events

· Identification of all persons, places listed

OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS:

· The purpose of Books 9 and 10 is to establish the sort of man/leader Odysseus us BEFORE
he undergoes a major character change.  How would you characterize him?  What adjectives would you use 
to describe him?  What specific evidence can you provide to establish his character as you describe him?

· What are Odysseus’ motives for stopping at the land of the Ciccones? Of the Lotus- 
Eaters?   What are the consequences of each stop? How does this contrast with Odysseus’

alleged ultimate goal?

· Why do Odysseus and his men stop at Cyclopes island?  What motivates him to do so? 
What evidence is there that apart from his other flaws, he IS indeed, a strategist?

· We have identified Odysseus major character flaw as hubris.  What evidence can you
 provide from Books 9 and 10 that he suffers from this flaw?

· What causes the change in Aeolus’ attitude toward Odysseus?

· What is unusual about the land of the Laestrygonians?

· Why are the Achaeans distressed even though Circe is helping them depart?  In particular, 
what is Odysseus attitude toward Circe’s edict that they must go to Hades first?

· It is on Cyclops’ island, in Book 9, that Odysseus’ men truly lose trust in him.  What does 
he do that breaks their trust.  What impact does this have on their relationship? – on their own behavior?

· What evidence can you find that Odysseus’ men no longer trust him?

UNIVERSAL THEME QUESTIONS:

· Does everyone suffer from hubris?  How so – or why do you believe this is NOT so?  How is reading about 
someone else’s struggle with this flaw helpful or instructional?
· Consider Odysseus as an epic hero:  larger than life, saviour of men and his kingdom, beloved leader of me, clever, “formidable in guile,” etc.   – but FLAWED.  All epic heroes follow a pattern or cycle which culminates in a journey            to the “dark cave” where s/he comes to terms with his/her own failings.  Included in the cycle is the “call to adventure”          and an “initiation” to a time of trials.  Also included is the interaction with and assistance from at least one “goddess”     figure.  Does this cycle scheme work for The Odyssey?  What is his “call” – his period of “initiation” – his “helpers”?  
· What other epic heroes follow this same journey?  How is this heroic journey “everyone’s” journey?
REALLIFE/REAL WORLD CONNECTION QUESTIONS:

· Each of the stops Odysseus and his men make is a metaphor for some natural human flaw/idiosyncrasy.  What human           foible is represented by each stop?

· What makes a good leader?  Why do people sometimes follow flawed leaders, even when they know they are flawed?
LITERARY ANALYSIS QUESTIONS:

· How does the narration change in this book?  Why do you think Homer does this?

· Find specific examples of imagery and epic similes Homer includes in Book 9.  Contrast this imagery to the imagery             in Book 5.  Why does Homer include this sort of imagery at this point?  

· Think about similar imagery that occurs in Book 12.  What parallel does Homer want us to draw from both descriptive events?  How are they different?  

