History of parachutes

A. 
 Idea of a parachute
The concept of lowering man to the earth safely using a maximum drag decelerator. Was invented by  Leonardo da Vinci. The sketch he drew consisted of a cloth material pulled tightly over a rigid pyramidal structure. 

B. 
First parachutists
Fauste Veranzio constructed a device similar using da Vinci's drawing and jumped off a tower in Venice in 1617.

Joseph and Jacques Montgolfier. In 1783 they succeeded in lowering animals to the ground from rooftops or balloons.

During the same year  1783 Sebastian Lenormand jumped from a tower using a 14-foot diameter parachute.
C. 
Using Parachutes for emergencies
The first emergency use of a parachute was made by Jean Pierre Blanchard in 1785 after the hot air balloon he was in exploded.
D.
improvements to the parachute


Soft parachute - Jean Pierre Blanchard
First jump with out a rigid frame_ Andrew Garnerin


Parachute harness - Captain Thomas Baldwin
Method of folding and packing the parachute - Paul Letteman and Kathchen Paulus

