Earth Science Class Policies

Mr. Herrmann

The following information describes some of the general policies and procedures of the Earth science classroom. These pages should become part of your binder so you may refer to them when you have a question.

1. Your first obligation is to put your best effort into your education. Extra-curricular activities should not come before your schoolwork.

2. Always come to class with your notebook (5 subject spiral bound with neat sheet

perforations and three hole punched are preferred), Earth Science Reference Tables, 

pen or pencil, and calculator. 

3. Grading Policy: Homework, quizzes, tests, and labs, will be weighted as follows:

Homework:


25%

Quizzes and Tests:

 45% (all tests count twice)

Labs:



30%

4. Final Exam: You will be required to take the Physical Setting: Earth Science Regents Exam in June as your final examination. This exam consists of multiple choice and constructed response questions, as well as a lab practical. Admission to the Earth Science Regents Exam will be contingent upon your satisfactory completion of the lab requirement (see the section on labs). The Regents exam will count as 20% of your final mark in the course. Successful completion of the exam will also earn you one high school Regents credit. 
5. Attendance:
The school policy regarding absences and homework will be strictly adhered to. I will be available during lunch and recess as well as after school several days per week if you need help catching up. I expect you to be on time for class every day. If a teacher lets you go late from a class, GET A PASS! If you come late to class without a pass, you will receive a tardy. After receiving three (3) tardy marks, you will be assigned a detention. If you are persistently late to my class, I will schedule a conference with your parent(s) or guardian(s) to determine a proper course of action. This means that you WILL NOT have time to stop at your locker between every class. Be sure to budget your time accordingly.

6. Textbooks:
You will be given two copies of the Earth science textbook that you will use to complete many of your assignments. One copy will be kept in your lab folder space in the classroom. The second copy will be for your home use. Please understand that you are responsible for the day-to-day care of these books. 

7. Binders: 
One of the ways to be successful in any class is to be well organized. I will expect you to keep your binders in a neat and orderly fashion. Please see the separate binder sheet for information on how your binder should be organized. Unless I say differently, I expect you to keep everything that I pass back to you, especially your tests and quizzes. You will find that your old tests and quizzes will be invaluable for studying for the Regents exam.

8. Restroom Privileges
I will have separate passes for visiting the boys’ and girls’ restrooms. During class, if you need to use the restroom, you may simply take the pass, if it is available, and go to the restroom. I will expect you to be responsible with using this privilege. If I deem that you are abusing the bathroom privilege (using it to wander in the hall, taking excessive time in the restroom, using it to go to your locker during class, etc.), I may limit and/or restrict your privileges as to when you may go to the restroom during class. Please understand that I may also ask you to wait to use the restroom if we are at an important point in class at the moment that you wish to leave. There is only one pass for each restroom, so only one boy and one girl may be at the restroom at a time, so be considerate of your fellow classmates and make it quick! 
9. Extra Help:
 If you are having difficulty with some of the course material, please see me! I will be available after school on most days. If you are having difficulty with the homework, please let me know so we can work together towards improving your homework scores. I will allow for some review of the chapter review assignments in class. For more information on homework policies, see the homework section.
13. Contacting Me for Questions for Help As stated before, you may see me after school or during lunch and recess for extra help if you need it. After hours, you or your parent(s) or guardian(s) may e-mail me at lherrmann@menands.org, or you may call me at the school at 465-4561 extension 164. This will get you to my voicemail, where you may leave a message. In cases of dire emergency, you may reach me at home at (518) 505-7998. You can also check out my website:

http://teacherweb.com/NY/MenandsSchool/MrHerrmann/ for information about our class, including announcements, assignments and class notes if you happen to be absent.

10. Student Conduct:
There are very few rules that I have regarding student behavior in my classroom. The rules that are in place are there for the mutual respect and safety of you and your classmates. I believe in following the three R’s. These are:

1. RESPECT for yourself.

2. RESPECT for others.

3. RESPONSIBILITY for your actions.

If there are problems with your conduct in class, the following things will happen: 

a. On the first offense, you will receive a warning.

b. On the second offense, you will be assigned detention with me after school or during lunch and recess at MY earliest convenience. That means that if you misbehave in my class, it may keep you from being able to participate in extra-curricular activities that day.

c. On the third offense, you will be asked to leave the room and go to the office, where either Mrs. Schroeder or Ms. Meany will determine the proper discipline according to the student conduct code.

Any time after you receive a second “strike” in class, you and I will have a conference regarding your behavior. At that time, I may also call your parent(s) or guardian(s) while you are present to discuss the matter.

11. Homework: You will receive an assignment sheet for each unit of study in the course. These assignment sheets will outline what we are covering in class, what assignments you have, and what work is due. You will have something to work on almost every night for this course, although there may not be work due the next day. Primarily, you will be assigned reading sections from the textbook. While you complete your reading, I will expect you to take your own notes in addition to the lecture notes we have covered in class. These notes may either be Cornell-style or outline-style notes. I will collect your reading notebooks randomly to assess the quality of your reading notes. From time to time, I may assign some of the questions that go along with the nightly reading selections. Throughout the unit, I will be giving random reading quizzes to determine whether or not you are keeping up with your reading assignments. At times, I may allow the use of your reading notes on those quizzes. You will also find your reading notes and your lecture notes invaluable for the completion of your chapter review assignments, which will make up the bulk of your homework mark in this course. Any and all nightly assignments fall in line with the school’s homework policy. However, since chapter reviews are long-term assignments, they will be scored differently. For more details regarding the chapter review assignments, see below. 
Earth Science Requirements for Homework Assignments
1. Use the proper heading. The heading for your assignments should appear as follows:


Your Name





Date


Earth Science




Assignment 



2. Be sure to do the right questions on the right page in your book.

3. Be sure to do the entire question. Some questions will have multiple parts to them. Unless otherwise specified, I expect you to answer all of the parts of those questions!

4. When doing a question with more than one part, be sure to list the answers separately. Use a, b, c, etc. to mark each answer. For example:

a. My name is John




*DO NOT MIX ALL THREE

b. My address is 222 Jones Street.

ANSWERS TOGETHER PLEASE

c. I am 13 years old.

5. Skip a line between each question.

6. BE SURE TO WRITE COMPLETE SENTENCES FOR ALL ANSWERS.
(Even if the question asks you to “list” or “define”)

WRITE YOUR ANSWER SO THAT IT USES THE QUESTION IN THE ANSWER.
7. Use capital letters at the beginning of the sentence and appropriate punctuation (ex. a period) at the end of the sentence for each of your answers.

8. SPELLING AND GRAMMAR COUNT. It is important that you not only understand the concepts, but that communicate them correctly and effectively as well. Use a dictionary, or type your homework and use a spell checker if necessary. You will lose points from chapter review assignments for excessive spelling and grammatical errors.
9. Be sure to answer specifically what the question is asking. Give the best, most complete answer that you can think of. “Identify” questions are asking for you to give the name, location, or position of something. “Describe” questions are asking you to tell me what something is, how it works, or what it does. “Explain” questions require that you give substantial evidence to support your explanation of the event, process, or mechanism. “Explain” questions should always contain the word “because” since you are giving the reason why something works the way that it does.
10. Homework questions are due at the BEGINNING of class on the day that they are due.

12. In addition to any daily assignments, you will also be assigned the chapter reviews from your textbook. You will usually have at least one week to complete these chapter review assignments. Make sure that you budget your time throughout the week and do a little bit of the assignment each night. Don’t leave the entire assignment until the night before it is due. You will find that these assignments will take you much more time to complete than other assignments. On the day a chapter review assignment is due, I will assist you with three questions in class. The entire class will have time to discuss what they felt were the three most difficult questions on the assignment and we will then discuss those questions together in class. The remainder of the assignment will be collected and graded. If you do not have your chapter review completed on the date it is due, you will lose 10 points per day from the assignment. After the assignment is three days late, you will receive a zero.
Code to common abbreviations you will see me write on your homework
DNAQ: 
Does Not Answer Question

NCS:

Not a Complete Sentence

SP:

Spelling

PN:

Punctuation missing/needed

Regents Earth Science Labs
The Regents Earth Science course includes a lab component. We will meet for lab once per week in addition to the regularly scheduled class time. However, you may always come in during lunch/recess or after school to catch up, redo, or check your work.

THINGS TO REMEMBER:
1.  The lab component is a very important part of your science experience, and you must complete and receive a satisfactory grade on all of the labs. Failure to do so will eliminate your opportunity to take the Regents exam in June.

2. I will give you a lab folder for your labs, and it will be left in the class file closet.  All of your corrected labs must be stored neatly in your folder in the order you completed them.

3. Your labs will be graded and handed back to you as soon as possible. Labs will be graded using the scale shown below. You must have at least an “S” on all of your labs to receive proper credit. If you receive a  “U” you must correct the mistakes and hand the lab back in until it is satisfactory. Once I deem that the lab is satisfactory, its grade will be changed to an “S*” and be given a mark of 65%. Failure to complete all of the labs or correct all unsatisfactory labs without an extenuating circumstance during a marking period will cause you to automatically receive a failing mark (50%) for the quarter. Not correcting labs will also eliminate your opportunity to take the Earth Science Regents Exam.


Lab Grading Scale

Outstanding (O)
100 %
There are no problems with your lab.


Excellent (E)

90%
There is some erroneous data, an incorrect question,






or perhaps you have some problems with a graph.


Good (G)

80 %
The lab is good, but there are several incorrect

 




responses

Satisfactory (S)
70 %
There are a number of problems with the lab, 






multiple questions have incorrect or incomplete 






responses, or your data is flawed. However,






you have still met the major objective of the lab.


Satisfactorily (S*)
65% 
A lab that was successfully corrected after having 


Corrected


received an initial mark of a “U”.


Unsatisfactory (U)
60 %
There are major problems with the lab. Almost all of 





the questions dealing with the major concepts are 





answered incorrectly and need to be fixed, you 






have not answered all of the questions, or you are 






missing data, a graph, etc.
The percentages shown above will be multiplied by the point value of the lab 

to give you your score.

4. All of your drawings must be done in pencil and all of your answers to questions must be in complete sentences and in either blue or black ink. Any lab turned in entirely in pencil will be handed back without a grade and will be counted as missing until it is rewritten in ink and resubmitted for a grade. I will not deduct any credit for a lab that needs to be rewritten in ink as long as I receive it by the next time we have class. All lab reports must be written up using the specified format.

5. Labs that are turned in late will have points deducted. I will lower your lab score one letter grade from what you would have received for each day that it is late. After three days, the lab will be scored as a zero, but it must still be completed to a satisfactory level in order for you to meet the lab requirement. Any two labs that are identical or any labs that contain plagiarized material will receive a zero, so do your own work.

6. As stated before, I must have all of your labs in order to allow you to take the Regents exam in June. Students who do not hand in labs will be required to come in during lunch and recess or stay after school in order to complete the lab. All labs must be made up by the end of each marking period and stored in your lab folder.

7. The lab is a workplace, not a playground, so no horseplay is allowed PERIOD. There are many expensive and potentially dangerous items in this room. Each student will be required to sign a lab safety contract in order to make sure that you clearly understand how I expect you to behave in the laboratory. 

8. Everyone is expected to pitch in with clean up after every lab period. No one will be allowed to leave the room until everything is cleaned up, so make sure that you budget your time appropriately to allow enough time for clean up.

9. Always remember to come prepared for lab class. This means that you should bring your notebook, your copy of the Earth Science Reference Tables, pens, pencils, and calculator to lab class.

10. Remember that the Regents exam in June will have many of the lab topics on it. There is also a lab performance component to the exam where you will have to demonstrate some of the lab skills you have learned throughout the year. You cannot just do the labs and forget about them.

Regents Earth Science Lab Report Format
You may be required to complete several formal laboratory write-ups throughout the school year. These lab write-ups will emphasize your technical writing ability. All laboratory reports will be typed in double-spaced, 12-point font, using either Times New Roman or Arial.  All written lab reports will be completed using the format outlined below. Take some time to review the procedures and be sure to follow this as you hand in each lab write up. 

1. The heading should look like this:

Your Name





Date Due

Earth Science




Lab Title

2. Introduction - 
In complete sentences, you should provide some background




information about what topic the lab involves. Set the stage for 



what is to come.

3. Purpose -  
State what you hope to answer. Use complete sentences. A good 



way to start this section is with “The purpose of this lab was to...”

4. Materials - 
List all the instruments, substances, etc. that you used, including 




any sources of information that you used in your introduction or 




conclusion.

5. Procedure - 
In complete sentences, list the steps you took during the lab and 



be sure not to leave out anything important.

6. Results - 

Show all your gathered observations, measurements, etc. Use 



graphs, tables, charts, or whatever else you come up with. All 



graphs and diagrams should be done in pencil.

7. Questions - 
Answer all questions in complete sentences on your own paper. 



Write all questions out in one font and then write your response to 




the question in another font. You may also use italics in lieu of 




using a second font
8. Conclusion -
Write a paragraph of complete sentences that sums up what you 



learned. Be sure to do three things: (1) state the purpose of your 



investigation, (2) use the data you collected as evidence to state 



whether or not you successfully completed that purpose, and 



(3) state any sources of error that you encountered while 



completing the lab..

Remember To:
1. Keep your report in the order listed above

2. Write the words “Introduction, Purpose”, etc. on the left margin of the paper and underline them. Use your own words...do not copy material from the lab sheets or textbook!

3. Skip lines between each section

4. Type your lab report in double-spaced, 12-point font using either Times New Roman or Arial.

5. Remember to hand your lab report in on time.

6. Make sure you use the heading listed above. 
7. Give me your BEST effort. Make the lab write up something you are proud of, not just another assignment handed in because you have to.
Getting Organized: 

A Guide to Setting Up Your Science Binder
One of the best ways to have a successful school year is to be well organized. For science class this year, you will be required to keep a binder to organize the materials that I pass out to you. I recommend a 1.5-2" diameter 3-ring binder for this purpose. However, you may use a smaller binder if you wish, but you must be able to keep all of the materials for each quarter together. In order to help you get your binder organized, I have supplied this guide for your use. 

Dividers
You should have a set of dividers that accompany your binder. If you did not purchase dividers when you bought your binder, you can easily make them out of a piece of loose leaf paper, an index card, and a few staples, Simply cut a rectangle out of the index card 1.5" long by 1.0" wide. Write the proper divider heading (as listed below) on this tab that you have made and staple it to the edge of a piece of loose-leaf paper. If you have store bought dividers, you simply need to fill out the tabs and slide them into place. You should have the following sections in your binder: Assignment Sheets, Handouts, Quizzes and Tests, Labs, and Projects. So, there should be a total of five sections in your binder. The dividers should be placed in the order shown, so your assignment sheets will be at the front of your binder and sheets describing projects and your evaluations should be at the back of your binder.

Organizing a Section
The sections of your binder should always be organized so that the most recent item is found on the bottom (at the end of the section). This way, your binder will read like a book, with the materials from the beginning of the year (quarter) being at the front and the materials from later in the year being at the back. You should do this for each section of your binder. To help you with this, I will provide section content sheets. Each section content sheet serves as a table of contents for each section. When you receive a new item for a given section, you should give it the appropriate page number, write down its title, and record the date that the item was given to you in class. There will be plenty of extra copies of the section contents sheets available in the classroom in case you run out.

Using Your Binder to Study

Once you get yourself organized, you will find that you will wind up losing fewer assignments and leaving fewer things at home or in other classrooms. You will also find it easier to study for tests and quizzes, since you won't have to hunt around for study guides or review sheets: you will know right where they are so you can find them quickly and easily. 

When you sit down with your binder to study, look at the handouts that I have given you. Especially look at any diagrams and the questions that go along with them. It is said that a picture speaks a thousand words. This is very true for science. Scientists often use models or diagrams to help explain ideas and concepts. After you have looked at your handouts, go over the study guides and chapter reviews again. Be sure to look very carefully at the questions you got wrong before, and try to figure out where you made your mistake. If necessary, check your notebook to see how the topic of the question was explained in class.  Then, try and get one of your family members or friends to quiz you using the questions on the study guides and review sheets. 

If you are studying for a test, it is most important for you to look over any quizzes that you had on the chapter’s quizzes or review sheets. This will give you a sense of what types of questions to expect to see on the exam. If you are studying for a unit test, start by going over your lab quizzes and studying the material you find on them. DO NOT THROW OUT ANY OF YOUR TESTS AND QUIZZES! THEY WILL HELP YOU TO STUDY FOR THE REGENTS EXAM!
If you have any questions about how your binder should be organized, do not hesitate to ask me. Remember that the first step towards having a successful school year is getting organized.  

I, ___________________________, have read and understand the Regents Earth Science Class and Laboratory expectations and will follow them.

signed ____________________________
date __________________________

parent

signature __________________________
date __________________________
