Laboratory Safety Guidelines
The rules stated below are intended for the safety of all students and teachers. During all laboratory activities, all of these rules and regulations must be followed. Failure to do so not only puts you at risk of injury, but puts your fellow classmates and the teacher at risk of injury as well. Specific consequences will occur if you do not follow these rules.
1. The laboratory is a serious workplace. There will be no “horseplay” allowed. This means no pushing, shoving, tripping, etc.

2. Students will be responsible to know the location and proper use of all safety equipment. Safety equipment will be used only in the proper manner at the appropriate time.

3. Safety goggles are to be worn at all times whenever working with liquids or laboratory equipment. Additionally, gloves and aprons must be worn if you are instructed to wear them by your teacher.

4. Eating, drinking, and chewing of gum WILL NOT BE TOLERATED in the laboratory.

5. All long hair must be tied back. Any accessories, jewelry, bracelets, necklaces, etc. must be removed. Loose clothing must be tied back. Open-toed shoes (sandals, flip flops, etc.) are NOT permitted in the laboratory.

6. Do not touch materials or equipment until your teacher has instructed you to do so.

7. Laboratory tables are only for the necessary lab equipment. All backpacks and non-essential items will be kept at the student desks.

8. Never directly smell a chemical.

9. Never taste or drink a chemical, even if you know it is a common substance (water, soda, etc.)

10. Never reach across an open flame. 

11. Never leave an open flame unattended or turn your back on an open flame.

12. In the event of a chemical spill or glass breakage, DO NOT clean it up. Inform your teacher and he or she will instruct you in how to take care of the mess.

13. Read all of the directions before beginning any laboratory activity.

14. Allow glassware and metal items to cool before handling them. Always handle any hot glassware with tongs or gloves.

15. Clean up your laboratory station and leave the area as you found it.

16. In case your clothing catches on fire, DO NOT RUN. Instead, smother the flames with a fire blanket as demonstrated by your teacher.

17. Report ALL injuries, no matter how small to your teacher immediately.

Consequences for failure to follow lab safety guidelines:
1. You will immediately be excused from the laboratory and have points deducted from your grade on the activity. However, you will still need to complete the laboratory to my satisfaction. You will be provided with data from another source in order to complete the laboratory activity..

2. You and I will have a conference to discuss how you failed to follow the laboratory safety guidelines.

3. You will spend one period as a laboratory safety monitor and you will need to make up any additional lab work after school.

I have read, understand, and agree to follow the laboratory safety guidelines described here and as explained to me by Mr. Herrmann. I understand that violation of these guidelines may lead to a potentially harmful situation, and that such a violation has immediate consequences.  

To get credit for the activity, I understand that I will need to come in after school in order to make up all work that I miss during my excuse from the lab activity and my time spent as a safety monitor if I violate any of these guidelines.
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