Mr. Herrmann







Science 7
General Rules

This packet is designed to help you get organized for class this year. In it, you will find the materials that you will need to have for this class along with some classroom rules and policies. These sheets also describe how your grades will be calculated. These sheets should be the first several pages in your binder. 
1. Your first obligation is to put your best effort into your education. Extra-curricular activities should not come before your schoolwork.

2. Always come to class with your binder, homework notebook, a pen or a pencil, and calculator. 

3. Grading Policy: Homework, quizzes, tests, labs, and projects will be weighted as follows:

Homework:



25% 

Quizzes, Tests, and Projects
50% 
Labs:




25%
All tests and projects count twice in your average. Therefore, a 50-point test or project is actually worth 100 points total.
4. Mid-Term and Final Exams: You will take a mid-term exam in January. This test will cover all of the material through the material on the excretory system. This test will be worth 100 points. This exam will be worth 50% of your final exam grade. You will also be required to take a final exam at the conclusion of the course. The final exam will cover all of the material from the blood and immunity unit until the end of the school year and it will also be worth 100 points. I will take your mid-term exam and add it to your final exam to determine your final exam mark, which will be out of a total of 200 points. Your final exam average will be worth 20% of your final grade in the course.
5. Homework: Homework will be counted according to the new school-wide homework policy. I expect you to complete your homework at home, not on the bus on your way to school or in homeroom the day it is due. If you do not understand something, let me know! Also, plan on coming in for flex, lunch, or recess or staying after school to get extra help. Otherwise, see me! I’ll be happy to answer any questions that you might have.
6. Lab Grading Policy:
All labs will be graded on a letter scale. These letter grades will be equivalent to a portion of the total value of the assignment. Labs are due on the day noted unless I tell you otherwise. Understand that labs are to be neat and orderly. A sloppy lab tells me nothing about your experiment. All graphs and data tables are to be drawn in pencil using a straightedge ruler. If you are having trouble with your labs, please see me! We will sit down and work on them together to help you improve your work. The grading scale for labs is as follows:
Outstanding (O)
100 % 
(There are no problems at all with the lab)

Excellent (E)
90%

(There are a few problems, but the lab is 

very good)


Good (G)

80% 

(The lab is good, but there are a number of 

problems)

Satisfactory (S)
70% 

(The lab is okay. There are a number of 

problems, but the important material is still there)

Unsatisfactory (U) 60% 
(There are major problems with the lab, all of 






the analysis and conclusion questions have not 






been answered, or a graph or data tabel is 






missing)
If a lab is turned in late, I will deduct one letter grade from the grade you would have received for your work for each day that it is late. So, a grade of “E” would drop to a “G”. Grades lower than a “U” will have 10% deducted for each day the lab is late. After three days late without extenuating circumstances, the lab grade will become a zero and you will still need to complete the lab activity in order to avoid receiving an incomplete for the quarter.
7. Attendance:
If you are absent from class, it is YOUR responsibility to get any and all missed work, either from me or from a fellow classmate. I will be available several days per week after school if you need help catching up. You will be granted time to make up any and all missed work according to the school-wide homework policy.
I expect you to be on time for class every day. When the second bell sounds, I expect you to be in the classroom, in your seat, and ready to go. If you are late to class, the following will occur: (1) the first time you are late, you will receive a warning, (2) the second time you are late, you will be assigned lunch and recess detention on that day or the next most convenient day for me; if your class meets after lunch, you will have lunch and recess detention the following day, (3) the third time you are late for class, you will receive after school detention and I will write up a referral and report your tardiness to Mrs. Schroeder for discipline according to the student conduct code. I will also contact your parent(s) or guardian(s) to inform them as to why you have to stay after school for me. If you are a person who is coming to class late on a regular basis, I will have your parent(s) or guardian(s) in for a conference to discuss strategies so you may get to class on time. If for some reason a teacher holds you after class, REMEMBER TO GET A PASS! I will always permit you to be late to class with a pass.
8. Restroom Privileges
I will have separate passes for visiting the boys’ and girls’ restrooms. During class, if you need to use the restroom, you may simply take the pass, if it is available, and go to the restroom. I will expect you to be responsible with using this privilege. If I deem that you are abusing the bathroom privilege (using it to wander in the hall, taking excessive time in the restroom, using it to go to your locker during class, etc.), I may limit and/or restrict your privileges as to when you may go to the restroom during class. Please understand that I may also ask you to wait to use the restroom if we are at an important point in class at the moment that you wish to leave. There is only one pass for each restroom, so only one boy and one girl may be at the restroom at a time, so be considerate of your fellow classmates and make it quick! If you feel ill, you should still ask me for permission to leave the classroom to see the nurse.
9. Laboratory Safety
Each of you will be expected to sign a laboratory safety contract which states that you are aware of certain safety guidelines in the science classroom. During the first week of class, I will take a portion of a class to go over the location and operation of safety devices in the science classroom. After that class, I will send home the safety contract for you and your parent(s) or guardian(s) to sign. This signed safety contract will become one of the first pages in your science binder. In addition, there are several other regulations. There is NO food or drink allowed in the classroom, except for special occasions, and for water bottles. You should not have anything other than water in your water bottle, and I may restrict your use of your water bottle depending upon what activity we are doing in class on that day. Goggles must always be worn whenever you are working with liquids in class, including water. Also, you must always wear close-toed shoes in the science classroom since we will be working at times with potentially harmful liquids. That means that you should always wear sneakers or shoes to class. No sandals, flip-flops, or slippers will be allowed unless it is a special occasion. These rules are in place for your safety, which is my first priority whenever we are working in the science laboratory.
10. Textbooks:
You will be given textbooks that you will use to complete many of your assignments. Please understand that you are responsible for the day to day care of these books. If you damage them, you will be responsible to replace them, so take good care of them. For this class, you will be able to take your textbooks home and leave them there in order to complete your homework assignments. We rarely use the textbook in class and if the need arises, there are extra classroom copies available for your use.
11. Binders: 
One of the ways to be successful in any class is to be well organized. I will expect you to keep your binders in a neat and orderly fashion. Please see the separate binder sheet for information on how your binder should be organized. Unless I say differently, I expect you to keep everything that I pass back to you, especially your tests and quizzes. You will find that your old tests and quizzes will be invaluable for studying for your midterm and final exams.

12. Extra Help:
 If you are having difficulty with some of the course material, please see me! I will be available during certain flex periods, throughout lunch and recess on most days, and after school several days each week. If you are having difficulty with the homework, please see me to get extra help.

13. Contacting Me for Questions or Help; As stated before, you may see me after school or during any og your flexible class periods for extra help if you need it. After hours, you or your parent(s) or guardian(s) may e-mail me at lherrmann@menands.org, or you may call me at the school at 465-4561 extension 164. This will get you to my voicemail, where you may leave a message. You can also check out my website:

http://teacherweb.com/NY/MenandsSchool/MrHerrmann/ for information about our class, including announcements, assignments and class notes if you happen to be absent.

14. Student Conduct:
There are very few rules that I have regarding student behavior in my classroom. The rules that are in place are there for your safety and the safety of your classmates. I believe in following the three R’s. These are:

1. RESPECT for yourself.

2. RESPECT for others.

3. RESPONSIBILITY for your actions.

If there are problems with your conduct in class, the following things will happen: (1) on the first offense, you will receive a warning, (2) on the second offense, you will be assigned detention with me after school at MY earliest convenience; that means that if you misbehave in my class, it may keep you from being able to participate in extra-curricular activities that day, (3) on the third offense, you will be asked to leave the room and go to the office, where Mrs. Schroeder or Ms. Meany will determine the proper discipline according to the student conduct code. Any time after you receive a second “strike” in class, you and I will have a conference regarding your behavior. At that time, I may also call your parent(s) or guardian(s) while you are present to discuss the matter.

Getting Organized: 

A Guide to Setting Up Your Science Binder
One of the best ways to have a successful school year is to be well organized. For science class this year, you will be required to keep a binder to organize the materials that I pass out to you. I recommend a 1.5-2" diameter 3-ring binder for this purpose. 

Dividers
You should have a set of dividers that accompany your binder. If you did not purchase dividers when you bought your binder, you can easily make them out of a piece of loose leaf paper, an index card, and a few staples, Simply cut a rectangle out of the index card 1.5" long by 1.0" wide. Write the proper divider heading (as listed below) on this tab that you have made and staple it to the edge of a piece of loose-leaf paper. If you have store bought dividers, you simply need to fill out the tabs and slide them into place. You should have the following sections in your binder: Notes, Handouts, Labs, Quizzes and Tests. So, there should be a total of four sections in your binder. The dividers should be placed in the order shown, so your notes will be at the front of your binder and your returned and corrected quizzes and tests should be at the back of your binder.

Organizing a Section
The sections of your binder should always be organized so that the most recent item is found on the bottom (at the end of the section). This way, your binder will read like a book, with the materials from the beginning of the year being at the front and the materials from later in the year being at the back. You should do this for each section of your binder. To help you with this, I will provide section content sheets. Each section content sheet serves as a table of contents for the section of your binder. When you receive a new item for a given section, you should give it the appropriate page number or numbers, write down its title, and record the date that the item was given to you in class. I will keep a separate binder for your class with copies of all of the class materials for the year. There will be plenty of extra copies of the section contents sheets. However, I will only make one copy of each item for each student. If you lose something from your binder, you will need to see me to borrow the extra copy from my binder to make a copy for yourself.

Using Your Binder to Study

Once you get yourself organized, you will find that you will wind up losing fewer assignments and leaving fewer things at home or in other classrooms. You will also find it easier to study for tests and quizzes, since you won't have to hunt around for study guides or review sheets: you will know right where they are so you can find them quickly and easily. 

When you sit down with your binder to study, look at the handouts that I have given you. Especially look at any diagrams and the questions that go along with them. It is said that a picture speaks a thousand words. This is very true for science. Scientists often use models or diagrams to help explain ideas and concepts. After you have looked at your handouts, go over the study guides and chapter reviews again. Be sure to look very carefully at the questions you got wrong before, and try to figure out where you made your mistake. If necessary, check your notebook to see how the topic of the question was explained in class.  Then, try and get one of your family members or friends to quiz you using the questions on the study guides and review sheets. 

If you are studying for a test, it is most important for you to look over any quizzes that you had on the unit’s quizzes or review sheets. This will give you a sense of what types of questions to expect to see on the exam. If you are studying for a mid-term or final exam, start by going over your chapter tests and studying the material you find on them. DO NOT THROW OUT ANY OF YOUR TESTS AND QUIZZES! THEY WILL HELP YOU TO STUDY FOR MID-TERM AND FINAL EXAMS! 

When studying your notes, go through and find any underlined terms. These are key terms for the topic that we have covered in class. Rewrite the terms on one side of a 3” x 5” index card and write the definition or description of the term on the back to make a flashcard. Science has its own unique vocabulary. In science class, learning a concept is usually closely tied to learning the vocabulary. Each test or quiz I give contains a vocabulary section. Usually, this is either a matching or fill-in section. If you know the vocabulary from the topic well, you should do well on the quizzes and tests! Using flashcards, as I mentioned here, is one way to aid you in mastering many of the concepts that we will cover in science this year. 
Storing Your Binder
Because your binder is so large, I have made a space for your class to store their binders on the bookcase in the back of the science room. I will provide you with two labels with your name printed on them. One of the labels should go on the front of the binder. The other should be placed along the spine of the binder. This way, you will be able to quickly and easily identify your binder on the shelf. I will expect you to respect other people’s binders on the shelves and to help keep your class’ storage space neat. 

You will not need to transport your binder back and forth to your locker or home every day. If you need to take materials home to study from or to use for a homework assignment, you should take the item(s) out of your binder and use the science folder that I have provided you with to transport these materials. You should only need to take your binder home for studying when we reach the time to prepare for mid-term and final exams.
If you have any questions about how your binder should be organized, do not hesitate to ask me. Remember that the first step towards having a successful school year is being well organized.  

Please fill out and sign the following piece of paper and return it to me by Monday, September 11th.
To be filled out by the student:

I, ______________________ have read and understand Mr. Herrmann’s classroom policies. 

Student’s Signature:

__________________________

Grade; 




__________

To be filled out by the parent/guardian

I, ____________________ have read and understand Mr. Herrmann’s classroom policies.

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:

___________________________

Home Phone Number 

:
____________________

Cell Phone Number



___________________

E-mail Address:



___________________________
