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Welcome to Third Grade!
I am so excited to be working with your children this year! In order for your child to have a successful school year, we must work together as a team.  You play an important role in the growth of your child, both academically and socially.  It is important to me that your child has an enjoyable and productive third grade year.  To ensure a successful year, I would like to share the following procedures. 
Arrival:


Please try to do your best to get your child to school on time.  A smooth, calm arrival sets the tone for the rest of the day.

Dismissal:   


Please be sure to fill out a “Change In Going Home Arrangements” form EVERY time there is a change in your child’s usual going home routine.  These forms can be found on the North Shore website northshoreschools.org and /or my school website and can be printed out as needed. 
Absences:


A note is required for any absence.  Please send it in with your child upon their return to class. If your child is absent, please try to pick up any missed work.  I will send home any missed work with a sibling when possible, or you can pick up your child’s work in the office at the end of the school day.
Communication:
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Your child has a maroon folder that he/she brings home each day.  Prior to leaving school, your child will empty his/her mailbox and any notices that have to go home, will be placed in that folder.  Please make sure to check it nightly. Communication between us is vital.  If you would like to contact me, please do not hesitate.  The best and most immediate way is via note or e-mail at DeDonaA@northshoreschools.org 
Calendars:   


Each month I will send out a calendar which incorporates our class events as well as those (specific to GHS) from the district calendar and the PTO calendar, hopefully eliminating the confusion of three separate calendars.  Also included on our class calendars are important upcoming events, special schedules (art, gym, library, etc.) due dates, reminders, etc.  A copy of this will be posted on my website for your reference.
Homework:


Homework is assigned to help students develop good study habits and to practice concepts and skills introduced in class.  To help further assess your child, it is important that he/she have an opportunity to complete homework independently.  If your child seems frustrated or overwhelmed, I encourage you to guide them through the assignment and then write me a quick note, letting me know.  It is important that all students feel successful, especially when beginning a new school year.


Homework is assigned, Monday through Thursday.  However, some projects may require work to be completed over the weekend.  Homework should take no more than thirty minutes to complete each night.  This does not include reading or completing projects.  
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Homework will be checked for completion each morning.  If a child has not completed their homework, they will be asked to stay in at recess to make it up.  If your child is unable to complete his/her assignments due to an emergency or personal obligation, please have your child write me a note, co-signed by you explaining the circumstance.
Extra-help 

If I feel that your child will benefit from extra help, I will send a letter asking for your permission to have your child to attend.  Extra-help times are as follows: 
                           Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 7:50 AM 
NYS Exams to take place in Spring:
· ELA 

· Mathematics
De Dona Dollars:


De Dona Dollars (DD$) are used as behavioral modification incentives.  Children earn DD$ for various things. They can be rewarded to children for good behavior, cooperation, outstanding homework record, personal perseverance, etc.  Children are given a “wallet” in which they are to keep their DD$ and may use them to “buy” privileges such as, a piece of candy from the goody jar, a free night of homework, a pizza lunch, free time, etc.  Children are responsible for keeping their DD$ in a safe place, as lost DD$ will not be replaced.

Snacks:
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We will have a working snack every afternoon, so please send in ONLY nutritious snacks each day.  Fruit, veggies, pretzels, cheese, crackers, yogurt, etc. are all good choices.  Please refrain from sugary snacks and sport drinks.
Class Celebrations:


Birthdays: please notify me if your child would like to 
celebrate a birthday in class.  We will have these celebrations 
during snack time.  Please feel free to send any birthday treats, 
along with any necessary paper goods, such as napkins, plates, cups, etc., in to school with your child that morning, or leave them in the office, where we will retrieve them, later. 
Our Special Schedule: 
     Recess daily from 10:45-11:10 / Lunch daily from 11:10-11:35
          Day 1: Art         1:50-2:30

                Day 4:  Gym       8:35-9:15
          Day 2: Gym
  8:35-9:15
 Day 5A: Art & Day 5B: Music    1:50-2:30    
          Day 3: Music
  1:50-2:30                                 Day 6:  Gym       8:35-9:15
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