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NYS Standards:

· Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding.
· Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.
· Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
· Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.
Course Description:

In English 9, students will focus on developing their writing skills through both creative and formal compositions, fine-tuning their grammar and writing conventions (punctuation and spelling), enhancing their vocabulary background, and reading a wide variety of literature (both fiction and nonfiction).  In addition, students will be introduced to all of the tasks of the English Regents, which is taken in eleventh grade.  As a result, a great deal of emphasis will be placed on exposure to comprehending, analyzing, and interpreting texts independently.

Supply Requirements:
If you have any problems getting these supplies, please let me know so I can help out.
· 3-ring binder







· 5 dividers








· pocket folder

· loose leaf paper

· blue/black ink pens (Pencils may be used for notes and tests.)
· box of tissues (This is not required, so extra credit will be rewarded.)
Grading Policy:
Writing Assignments and Presentations:

30% 
Quizzes and Tests:





30%
Homework and Classwork:




30%
Behavior






10%

Behavior Policy:

In addition to following the school’s four “Golden Rules,” there are some simple expectations of our classroom:
· Respect all people and their property in our classroom.

· Sit in your assigned seat until dismissed or instructed otherwise.  
· Dispose of all food and drink before entering the classroom.    

· Bring your materials to class on time.

· Do your own work.
If you choose not to follow our classroom’s behavior expectations, depending on the severity of the offense, expect any of the following consequences:  verbal warning, parent/guardian contacted immediately, referral, or ISS for the remainder of the period. 

*Every five-weeks, you will be assessed for being prepared, prompt, responsible, and respectful.





100% = Perfect





75%
= Needs Work





50%
= Unacceptable

Bathroom Policy:  
Go to the bathroom between classes.  If there is an emergency, you will be sent to the nurse, and you must return with a signed pass.   
Locker Policy:  

You are expected to bring your materials to class on time.  You will not be allowed to return to your locker.  It is a waste of class time.
Tardy Policy:
If you are late and do not have a legitimate pass, you will serve an after- school detention with the teacher.  If you do not show up for the teacher-assigned detention, a discipline referral will be written.

There are NO warnings.
Absence Policy:
If you are absent from school, you may have the same amount of time to make up the work as you were absent.  In other words, if you are absent one day, you will have one day to make up the work; if you are absent two days, you will have two days to make up the work, etc… However, if a deadline has been set for an assignment well in advance, you will not receive additional time to complete it.  The assignment will be due on the day that you come back or points will be deducted for lateness.  
If you are in school but missed a class for a legitimate reason (nurse, guidance, music lesson), you are responsible for handing in your work and finding out what you missed that day.  I list each day’s activities on TeacherWeb and the calendar posted in the back of the room.  If you do not understand, please speak with me.
Homework Policy:

All outside work must be completed by the beginning of the class period on the due date.
Homework will often be discussed and sometimes graded in class the day it is due, and, therefore, will not be accepted late.  In other words, there will be no opportunity to make up homework assignments that we go over in class. Remember, I will not be allowing students to return to their lockers to collect homework, so it is important to bring your materials to class on time.

If we do not go over an assignment in class, your late work must be made up during study hall (teacher signature required), in the After School Program Monday and Wednesday (teacher signature required), or with me after school Tuesday or Thursday during the week it is assigned.  The deadline for completing late assignments is Thursday at 4:15.  The maximum score you can receive on a late assignment is a 75%. Any assignment that is not turned in for the week will be given a 0%.

Writing assignments may be submitted late; however, you will lose ten points each day it is late.  For example, after three days being late, the highest score you can receive is a 70%. 

If your work is sloppy, illegible, and/or does not follow my guidelines, it will be returned immediately to you for revision.  It will be considered late until it is resubmitted correctly.

	*Regents Writing*

You will be given an INCOMPLETE for the marking period until you submit your Regents writing tasks.  

The reason for this is simple:  Writing is worth 55% of your Regents test grade.  Not writing = Failing.




Course Requirements: 
In addition to independent reading, as a class we will read and discuss:

· The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

· The Odyssey  by Homer
· A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare   

· Various short stories, poems, speeches, and nonfiction pieces
We will also be covering various methods of writing:

· Descriptive Essay

· Literary Analysis Essay

· Expository Essay

· Thematic Essay

· Persuasive Essay

· Research 
· Memoir

· Speech

· Poetry

· Movie Review

Please return the last page signed with updated contact information. Please feel free to contact me with any questions regarding this document.  Thank you very much! 

Parent/Guardian Information
Student’s Name: ____________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: _____________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s email: _____________________________________

Phone Number Best to Contact You: ______________________________

Best Time to Contact You: _____________________________________

Any questions or concerns?

I, __________________ (parent’s/guardian’s name), have read my child’s course outline.

*______________________________

________________

             Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature                                      Date

I, __________________ (student’s name), have read my course outline.

*______________________________
     
________________

             Student’s Signature                                                      Date
