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10 easy ways to add interest & details to your writing
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( #1  Hyphenated Modifiers
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~ Add originality and sophistication to your writing.

~ They can make your reader “sit up and take notice.” 
~It’s a ‘legal run-on!’

examples:

“ My mother gave me her famous you-better-get-to-your-room-now-and-make-it-shine-before-I-get-to-your-behind look.” (M. Ledbetter)

“ Little did I know that when Mom asked if I liked the new neighborhood in town that that one innocent question would be the beginning of the destruction of my life.  I was going to choose “Yes” as my answer, but I had one of those I-don’t-want-to-lose-my-friends looks.”  (Fontenot, Brian)

( #2:  Specific Details for Effect 
*Show; Don’t tell.

*Clarify: instead of vague, boring, general descriptions, use specific details to help the reader visualize the person, place, thing, or idea that you are describing.

***  BE SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE!!!!  ***

For example, instead of:


I feel like listening to my music.
TRY:


I feel like listening to Kurt Cobain croak out “Smells Like Teen Spirit” on my iPod.

( #3:  Figurative Language:



non-literal (not word-for-word), original comparisons that help paint a more vivid picture for the reader
~ simile – a comparison of 2 unlike things using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ 

example:

Mr. Pelton’s legs were like wet noodles after running the exhausting marathon.

~ metaphor – a comparison of 2 unlike without “like” or “as”
example:
Clean your room, it is a pigsty!

~ personification – giving a non-human object human characteristics
example:

The smoke was crawling across the sky.

~ hyperbole – truth exaggerated for emphasis or humorous effect
example:

He jumped out of his skin when the monster came 
running out of the woods wielding an ax.
~ oxymoron – a 2 or 3 word phrase that contains opposite words or ideas
examples:

bittersweet, jumbo shrimp, Icy-Hot, a forgettable memory
( # 4  Poetic Language

uses sound and rhythm to create a musical quality

~alliteration – the repetition of initial consonant sounds
example:

The blond haired girl picked the pretty pink petals from the perfume filled blossom.
~ assonance – the repetition of vowel sounds in phrases

example:

The lovely blue hue of her eyes unglued me.

~ rhyme – the repetition of end sounds in words

example:

Twinkle, twinkle little star,

How I wonder what you are?
~ onomatopoeia – the use of words that imitate sounds 
examples:

bang, hiss, buzz, clang, boom, thump, whack, etc.

( # 5  Repetition for Effect 



 Writers often repeat specially chosen words or phrases to make a point or to stress certain ideas.
~ Possibilities for repetition:

· symbol

· sentence starter

· important word

· an expression

examples:

My dentist always asks the same questions: how old are “we” now, how are “we” doing in school, and how have “we” been treating out little friends.  Of course, by now I know that he means “our” teeth.

Or:

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary,

Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore,

While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,

As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.

`'Tis some visitor,' I muttered, `tapping at my chamber door -

Only this, and nothing more.'   

-from “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe

( # 6  Flip-flops: Varying sentence structure
There’s more than one way to organize a sentence. Vary sentence structure to give your writing variety.

Examples:

He became exhausted and had to drop out of the marathon.

Soon becoming exhausted, he had to drop out of the marathon.

The runner, exhausted, had to drop out of the marathon.

The runner dropped out of the marathon, exhausted.
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Professional writers know the value of laughter; even subtle or slight humor can help turn a “boring” paper into one that entertains and keeps the reader’s interest.


Types of humor:

· sarcasm: “smooth move, ballerina!”

· pun: “To write with a broken pencil is pointless.”

· situational humor: a country-boy in a ballet class

example:


“There I was on the first day of school, the picture-perfect girl.  My new outfit looked like something from my big sister’s fashion magazine, my hair- - for once - - was having a good day, and I was strutting in my new shoes.  Little did I know that I was trailing a three yard piece of Charmin behind me. So much for using the bathroom right before class!”

( # 8  Magic 3
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~ Three descriptive examples in a series that add support for a point.
Instead of: 

“No matter what I did, she would tell me the truth.”

TRY:


“If I had a sticker on my shirt that said ‘Loser,’ or if my hair looked like a zombie’s, or if I had spinach stuck between my teeth, she would tell me the truth no matter what.”

( # 9 

E   x   p   a   n   d   e   d    Moment:
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***  SLOW - MOTION ***

~  Instead of “speeding” past a moment, writers emphasize it by “expanding” the actions.

** Don’t just mention, explain in DETAIL!!!

Instead of:


“I started writing.”

TRY
“I sat down, crossed my legs, flipped my hair from my face, picked up my pencil, chewed on it for a minute, and began to write my apology.”
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Sometimes writers need a special ending, one that 

effectively “wraps up” the piece.  One “trick” is to 

repeat a phrase or concept from the beginning of the piece.

example:


Math class – it’s like a foreign language, a mystery, a puzzle.  First day – my luck – we do fractions.  Invert and multiply, I’ve got it memorized, but when do I do it?  The teacher talks in numbers, not words, and when she uses words, there’s always a catch --  something about trains or planes leaving cities at some time and how fast were they going.  She calls them “story” problems.  What kind of story is that --- the boring kind?  Math class – it’s like a foreign language.
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