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Math Students:

W

[image: image2.wmf]elcome back!! I hope your summer was fun and relaxing and I hope you are looking forward to this coming school year as much as I am. I would like to take this opportunity to let you know about some of the things that I will expect of you in order for you to have a successful year.
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You will need a supply of pencils (pens are not a good tool to use for math), a three-ring binder with a set of subject dividers to use as a math notebook, a ruler, a protractor, a scientific calculator and an infinite amount of common sense.
Textbook:
We will be using the Math 7 textbook from McDougal Littell. It is a new book, so you will be expected to take extra special care of it. The very first thing you will need to do is get a book cover and put it on your textbook. I will have a paper book covers from the Air Force that I will give you, but for a very small amount of money you can buy a cloth book cover at any local store that sells school supplies.
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In my math classes we center all of our classwork and homework on the use of the three-ring binder. This math binder will be an integral part of the course, as well as future math courses at Sandy Creek. Divide the three-ring binder into five sections, using the dividers:  1. Homework,            2. Classwork/Notes,      3. Glossary,      4. Tests & Quizzes,            &    5. Other Projects. 

My intent is to collect and grade your notebooks each marking period. 
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There are times that we will be using a scientific calculator in class and on homework. You do not have to purchase a calculator; I have a small number that I can hand out in class. However, it would be better, if you can afford one, if you had your own. I will be using the Texas Instruments TI-30X IIS calculator with the class; if possible, I would like us all to have the same type of calculator. So, it is important to get one as soon as possible. You may buy one at any of the local discount stores that sell school supplies at a cost of approximately $15.
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Doing your homework is essential to your success in school. I will assign homework nearly every night; it must be completed and brought to class the next day. I plan to collect and grade your homework assignments. Your homework grade will make up one-third of your quarterly average.  It is important that your work is neat, well organized and that it is finished. 

Grading:
Your grade in math will consist of the four quarterly averages, a midterm exam, and final exam. I base your quarterly average on a total points system. Every assignment that I grade, this includes tests, quizzes, and homework, is worth a certain number of points. I compare the number of points you earn with the total number of points possible and calculate the percent. 

State Assessments:
You will be taking a New York State Math 7 Assessment in May; so, we will spend much of the year studying material that will prepare you for this test. It is important that you do your best on this assessment.

Math has not really changed much since your parents were in school; they will be able to help, if you ask them. I suggest that you have your parents check your homework each night. I will also be available each day during my planning period or AIS, and after school on Tuesday and Thursday, if you would like my help. Please don’t hesitate to ask!
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