Internet Safety at School and at Home

Do you know who your kids talk to?  Who are their best friends and where do they live?  Would you allow them to go to another home without first asking for the parents name and/or how to contact them?  Would you allow them to go anyplace in the world, unsupervised, for the purpose of meeting people and seeing anything they wanted to?  That may seem farfetched, but if you allow your children to surf the internet in an unsupervised location at their discretion then that is exactly what you are doing right now.   Furthermore, if they subscribe to any socially interactive sites such as myspace.com or myyearbook.com, they may be posting pictures and personal information that can be used as a one stop shopping catalog for online predators.  (note – these are just two examples of literally hundreds of sites that are available online, including chat rooms, instant messaging and blogs)
The internet is an extremely powerful, educationally beneficial tool that will continue to grow and gain importance in our lives and the lives of our children.  The advances in communication technology and its uses are expanding at astonishing speed. Educating ourselves and our children on the proper use of these resources should be paramount to every parent and every community.   Here is some information that you may find alarming.
1. A study by MSNBC estimates that there are between 500,000 – 750,000 predators online everyday (including sexual predators, identity thieves, scam artists, etc…)
2. Whatever you post on the internet is PERMANENT.  You may delete it, but someone, somewhere has downloaded and saved the information.  Count on it.

3. Revealing even a little personal information is more than most savvy predators need to target you, and find out all about you and your family. 

4. Computer related activities are one of the fastest growing crime rates in virtually every state and country.
What can we do as parents and educators?
1. Talk with your kids about their use of the internet and the need for caution about posting any personal information or pictures on any site.

2. Ask them who they communicate with on-line and ask if they will show you their friends or buddies list on their sites.   Do they have their sites listed as private or available to anyone?

3. If you have the internet at home, place the computer in a common family area that can be monitored.
4. Consider using monitoring software that can record sites visited, chat room, IM, and e-mail conversations.  This may seem extreme but the dangers are real.
Please visit the Sandy Creek web site at www. Sccs.cnyric.org and click on the printable forms link.  There are agreements that you may sign with your family to help promote responsible internet use and a brochure for additional information.  Please visit these sites for additional information on internet safety.

www.isafe.org
www.safekids.com
www.cyberangels.org
