English 10

with Mrs. Hanson

PURPOSE 

We are all here for a specific reason.   I am here to help you understand our language more fully in all its states (in literature, in speech, and in your own writing).  You are here to learn what you can so that you will be more efficient in your use of English.  My goal is to have you reading, writing, thinking, speaking and listening to English on a daily basis.   With enough practice these skills should serve you well when you take the ELA Regents in your junior year and throughout life.  My curriculum is also closely aligned with Mr. Musial’s in hopes that you will meet with more success on the Global Regents this coming June. 
CURRICULUM

We will be reading a variety of texts this year covering all the genres of literature. 

A proposed list of works follows:

     Short Stories – early on to prepare for creative writing we do each quarter
     Creative Writing – we will work on one project each quarter
     Poetry --  coordinated with the longer works we read
     Plays --    MacBeth  by William Shakespeare

     Novels --  Animal Farm, The Tale of Two Cities,  and The Wave.
     Research Project  and  Annotated Bibliographies – on an issue TBD – 

consisting of 5 separate papers with evidence (will be explained in class) 

on separate due dates throughout the year.
     Literary Terms – to be defined in class and used throughout the year in a 

variety of ways – will be mandatory to pass the ELA Regents (see below).

     ELA Preparation – we will practice all aspects of the NYS ELA exam.
     Independent Reading – you choose the books, I choose the project to earn the 
grade for it
GENERAL RULES

· Respect is one thing I demand of each of you.  Any disrespectful action, language or attitude will be met with immediate disciplinary action.  

· You are expected to arrive to class on time and prepared to participate in the activities of the day.

· In the rare event that you are late to class, make sure you have a pass, or expect an automatic write-up.

· Remember, my class time is valuable, so I will not be writing passes to leave unless there is an emergency.  Make sure to run your errands and make your stops BEFORE you get to class.

· No drinks, food or gum are permitted in the classroom.

· No games or electronic devices are allowed in the room.

· You have the freedom to sit where you choose until you are a disruption to the class – then I will move you and/or you will be written-up. 

GRADING

· My grading is weighted accordingly:  
              Exams/projects = 30%

              Homework =  10%

                              Attendance/participation = 20%



         Quizzes/classwork = 10%



         Essays = 30%
· Late work (from that marking period) is accepted for a limited time, but will earn a grade NO HIGHER than 50% of the grade it would have earned if turned in on time, depending on how carefully it is completed.  
· A portfolio will record your written progress in class.  Students will submit all formal essays, the research paper and other selected writings to be kept by the English department.

· Students are expected to keep ALL their work, notes and handouts throughout the year to be used to study for exams, etc.  Their collection of work  WILL be collected periodically for a participation grade.  

· ESSAY GRADING

· Any essay/research paper earning below a 65% is unacceptable and must be rewritten.  Papers that are not rewritten will be deemed incomplete and given a 0%.  (65% is a passing Regents exam grade.)
· Rewrites must be coordinated with an English instructor and completed within one week of the return of the paper.  

· Late essays/research papers that earn less than a 65% must still be rewritten; however, because they were late to begin with, the maximum grade that can be earned is a 50% after it has been rewritten to an acceptable level.
HOW TO PASS MY CLASS:
· Take your part of the English student role seriously.  Put forth an honest effort.

1. Come to class every day, on time, and prepared (binder/notebook, textbook we are working out of, writing utensil, agenda, and paper to write on).

2. Make sure you are paying attention to what we are doing in each class.

3. Participate in the discussions and ask questions when you have them.

4. Contact me outside of class (e-mail, see me before or after class or school) if you have any problems with a particular assignment or just in general.

5. If you have to miss a class, get the notes and assignments from either a trustworthy friend in class or see me.  It is YOUR responsibility to get the make-up work to me ASAP.

6. Take care doing your homework and turn it in on time, every time.  Do NOT copy or plagiarize.   If your name is on the paper I will expect it is your work.   If you are using any ideas or words that are NOT your own on your paper give credit to the originator of those ideas.  In other words…cite your sources.  
7. Read the selections when they are assigned so you don’t get behind and feel completely overwhelmed.  It is much easier to keep up than catch up.
8. Take time to look over your returned papers.  I will have comments and corrections that will help you to avoid making the same mistakes in the future.  I will also point out where you are on the right track.  Since I am the one grading your papers, this should be valuable feedback.  

9. Save all your work from the year.  It will be useful for class discussion, studying for the unit exams throughout the year and also the cumulative final exam in June.

FURTHER ASSISTANCE

You are encouraged to contact me WHENEVER you have a question or concern about class.  

· Visit me after school until 4pm daily – unless otherwise announced.

· Write me a note and put it under my door or in my mailbox in the office.

· e-mail me at phanson@salamancany.org (I check it throughout the day)

· visit my website:  www.teacherweb.com/NY/SalamancaCity/PollyHanson 

· call my room to talk with me or leave a voicemail:  945-2400 x. 6029

Remember, I do not ‘give’ grades --  I just record the grades you earn.

PARENTS:

Please sign below that you have read this syllabus so that we can work together as a team to give your student all the necessary tools to be successful in English 10 this year.   Please return this by 9/12/08.
I have read and understood the syllabus for English 10.  I understand that by signing this I am entering into a partnership with Mrs. Hanson to allow my student,  _________________________, every chance of success this year.  

Sincerely,   _____________________________   Date __________
