

How To Create Source Cards in MLA Format

Once you find a source you can use, create a source card for it before you put it back on the shelf or close the webpage.  Once your source card is done, photocopy the source or print it out to highlight the useful information and create your note cards.

TYPES of SOURCES


Books – it looks and feels like a book, it opens and has pages with numbers

Media – all other types of sources that don’t require computers or books (magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, interviews, television, radio, audio recordings, video recordings, and letters)

Internet – requires a dial-up connection to a computer (e-mail or general website).  Not all sites are credible as resources.  Check with the teacher. 


Electronic – all software: either on separate disk or a program on computer, including on-line encyclopedias (no WIKIPEDIA!) 

Web Subscriptions – specific sites (usually require a password) that the library pays to be able to use

SOURCE CITATION vs. PARENTHETICAL CITATION (in-text)
        A source citation tells the author of the source, the title, the type of source 

(coded in punctuation: Book, “Article”, etc…), the place of publication, and name of 

the publisher, and the date of publication and the date you checked the source.  Each of these sources will be on a separate card when you find the sources, then typed up in alphabetical order (by the first word on the card) to become the WORKS CITED page in your final paper. 


A parenthetical citation is written in the body of the research paper, in the paragraph, right after the information you have included that you found in that specific source.  This information tells the reader the first word on that source card (with correct punctuation) and what page so they can look back on the Works Cited page of your report to find that exact same source and page number and be able to find the information you have included.  This is making sure that you are not plagiarizing.  Also known as IN-TEXT CITATION.

         You need both types of citations in your research paper to avoid plagiarism.

FOLLOW THE PUNCTUATION

          MLA format (Modern Language Association) has created a special CODE as a shortcut to understanding different types of sources.  If you don’t follow the code, you have to write a LOT more on your source cards.   For source cards:  the first line is on the margin, every line after that should be indented (see sample model).  Make sure you write with the correct punctuation for both source and parenthetical citations! 

BOOK SOURCE

General model for a book source: 
Author’s last name, first name.  Title.  Place of 

                                                                             publication:  Publisher, Date of Publication.

    ** note how first line is on margin and other lines are indented….

You want to follow the above model for most books.  You may not find all the information in all the books.  If some bit of information is missing, look for the specific examples below to find the appropriate model to follow.  Include any and all information (in this order) that you can find from your source. 

NO AUTHOR GIVEN

National Geographic Atlas of the World. Washington: 






     National Geographic Society, 1990. 

 To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (National 172).

TWO AUTHORS   
Vernoff, Edward L., and Elizabeth Shore.  The International 

Dictionary of 20th Century Biography.  New York: New American Library, 1999.

  To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (Vernoff  and Shore 461).

FOUR OR MORE


Allen, Thomas B.,et. al. CNN War in the Gulf. Atlanta: 

AUTHORS 



      Turner Publishing, Inc., 1991.








“et. al.” = and others

To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (Allen 83).

ONLY EDITOR OR
 
 Wall, Cheryl A., ed. Changing Our Own Words: Essays on
TRANSLATOR                              Criticism, Theory, and Writing by Black Women.  New    

                                                         Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 1989.

To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (Wall 412).

SELECTION IN WORK

Reilly, Patrick. “William Golding.” Contemporary Literary 

EDITED BY ANOTHER

      Criticism. Edited by Roger Mautz. Vol. 25. Detroit: Gale 

  Research, Inc., 1990. 206-212.

     To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (Reilly 62).
General model for an encyclopedia:   Last, First (author). “Title of Topic.” Name of Encyclopedia.                                                                                                              Editor.  Number of this volume in the set. Place of publication: publisher, date of publication. Number of volumes in the entire set. 

    ** if that volume has its own  title, put that for name of encyclopedia and then put name of entire set after the volume number.  


GENERAL ENCYCLOPEDIA

Last, First (author). “Title of Topic.” Name of 

     Encyclopedia.  Edition.  Place of Publication:  Name 

      of Publisher, Date of Publication.  

Rossell, Steven. “Holocaust.” World Book Encyclopedia. 

       2004.







Parenthetical citation:  (Rossell 247).

SPECIALIZED ENCYCLOPEDIA:
Last, First (author). “Title of Article.”  Title of 

(Each volume has its own title)                      individual volume.  Place of publication: 

Publisher, Date of publication.  Volume number of 

book. Title of Series. Number of volumes in the 

set.






“Potassium.” Nutrition and Fitness. New York: Macmillan,








2003. Vol. 4 of The Macmillan Health Encyclopedia.








9 vols.

Parenthetical citation: ("Potassium" 89).

MEDIA SOURCE




General model for a media source:      Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of 




     Article.”  Name of  Magazine, Newspaper, TV show, 

                                    Movie, or Recording. Date of issue: page 







     number (s).
    ** Note how the date is written in MLA format – date month abr. Year (no other punctuation)
MAGAZINE ARTICLE-


Zhi, Lu.  “Newborn Panda in the Wild.”  National 
SIGNED
(Monthly Mag.)



      Geographic. Feb. 1993: 60-65.

Parenthetical citation: (Zhi 62).

MAGAZINE ARTICLE-


“Just in Time.”  Time.  13  Jan. 1992: 53.

UNSIGNED (Weekly Mag.)


Parenthetical citation: (“Just” 53).

CQ RESEARCHER


Clark, Charles S.  “The Obscenity Debate.” The CQ EDITORIAL RESEARCH

       Researcher 20  Dec. 1991: 953-965.

REPORTS





Parenthetical citation: (Clark 961).
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE-
  
 Mauro, Tony. “Time Is Running Out.” USA Today.

SIGNED




      20 May 1992: 1A.

 Parenthetical citation: (Mauro 1A).

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE-

“Forest Fires Spread.”  San Francisco Chronicle. 

UNSIGNED




      2 Nov. 1983:C5.

 Parenthetical citation: (“Forest” C5).

PAMPHLET



Uppers and Downers.  Weymouth, Massachusetts: Life







      Skills Education, 1998.  (same as book)


Parenthetical citation: (Uppers 132).
LETTER




Magee, Doug.  “Soldier’s Home.”  Editorial. Nation  26 

        






March 2005: 400-401.

Parenthetical citation:
(Magee 400).
INTERVIEW



Ray, Bill.  Personal Interview.  2  May  1992.

Parenthetical citation:
(Ray).

TELEVISION/RADIO PROGRAM 
“Frederick Douglas.”  Civil War Journal. Narr, Danny


       Glover. Dire. Craig Haffner. Arts and Entertainment

  Network. 6 Apr. 1998. 

Parenthetical citation: (“Frederick”).
AUDIO/SOUND



Marsalis, Branford.  Romances for Saxophone. English

RECORDING

      Chamber Orchestra.  Cond. Andrew Litton. Audio

(Indicate compact disc, audio cassette
      Cassette.  CBS, 1996.


audio tape, or LP (long play record))



Parenthetical citation: (Marsalis).

VIDEOCASSETTE, DVD,

It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. DVD.  Republic,

LASERDISC, SLIDE

  
1998.    

PROGRAM, FILMSTRIP,

       

FILM





Parenthetical citation: (“It’s a).
INTERNET SOURCES  

General model for an internet source:    Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of 




     
Article/Text.”  Name of Site, Project or Database. 

                          
Date of posting.  Name of organization sponsoring 

                         
 website.  Date when YOU found the website 

                         
 information.   <web address> 


WORLD WIDE WEB

“Allosaurus Page.”  Dinosaur Information Sheet. Children’s




Museum of Indianapolis. 15 May 2000.



          http://www.childrensmuseum.org/dinoallo/htm


Parenthetical citation:  (“Allosaurus”).

E-MAIL, LISTSERV OR
Include the writer’s name; subject line of the message, in 

LETTER



quotation marks; a description of the message that mentions the 






recipient; and date of the message.





Lunsford, Andrea A.  “New Documentation Examples.”  Email to 







Kristin Bowen. 26 March 2005.






 Parenthetical citation: (Lunsford).

ARTICLE IN A


Landsburg, Steven E.  “Who Shall Inherit the Earth?”  Slate
MAGAZINE



2 May 1997.

FROM WWW



<http://www.slate.com/Economics/97-0501/Economics.asp






Parenthetical citation: (Landsburg).

POSTING TO A


Merrian, Joanne. “Spinoff: Masterpiece Theatre.”  Online 

DISCUSSION LIST


posting.  30 Apr. 1994.  Shakespeare: The Global







Electronic Shakespeare Conference. 27 Aug 1997.







<http://www.arts.ubs.ca/english/iemls/shak/ MONSTERP_







SPINOFF.txt>






Parenthetical citation: (Merrian).
ELECTRONIC RESOURCES


General model for electronic resources:   Author’s last name, first name..  “Title of 




     
Article/Topic.”  Name of  CD-ROM/Name of site 

sponsor.  Date of issue (if no place of publication)/Place of Publication:  

Publisher Name, Date of publication.  Page 

numbers. 

CD-ROM



Author.  “Title of Article.”  Title of CD-ROM.  City of 







Publication:  Publisher of CD-ROM, Date of 







CD-ROM.







Perlman, David.  “Meat-Eating Dinosaur Debuts.”  San Francisco






Chronicle.  13 Nov. 1998: A3.






Parenthetical citation:  (Perlman). 

ELECTRONIC


“Table Tennis.” Encarta Encyclopedia Online. Microsoft Corp. 

ENCYCLOPEDIA (On-Line)

2005.  31 Mar. 2006.  


NO WIKIPEDIA!!!









 Parenthetical citation: (“Table”).

WEB SUBSCRIPTION RESOURCES          (Online library subscription services)
General model for a web subscription:
Information about the work.  The name of the 









Service.  Name of the library.  Date of 









access. 










<url of the service>.
AccuNet

AP Photo Archive

http://ap.accuweather.com
No password needed

AccuNet
Drew, Richard.  “Person falls from north tower.”   

Accuweather.com 
11 Sept. 2001.  AP Images. 1 May 

2006. 

<http://accuweather.ap.org/preserver/tmp/PLS/168.169/59.444460004/14779sccs/ap14779sccs_SEPT_11_2_004VW.jpg> 

EBSCO

--Provided by Cattaraugus/Allegany School Library System    
User ID and password: salamancahs 

http://search.epnet.com/login.asp
EBSCO Publishing offers a wide variety of reference and literacy resources for students and teachers in K-12 schools.  Contains:  quality full text content from popular magazines, education journals, newspapers, newswires, transcripts, pamphlets, reports, primary source documents, biographies, almanacs, dictionaries, encyclopedias, photos, maps, flags, and other reference sources valuable to today's schools.  Choose Master Select to search over 700 magazines and reference works.
EBSCO




Balfour, Frederik. “Dark Days for a Black Market.”

Business Week  15 Oct. 2001: 60+. EBSCO.  Salamanca High School Library. Dec., 2001.








http://search.epnet.com/login.asp
Parenthetical citation: (Balfour).
Electric Library   

http://www.elibrary.com/
User name: SUBSALAM14774       Password: 50716

Electric Library derives information from periodicals, books, pictures, maps, TV and radio transcripts, and newspapers.

Electric Library                               “Bridge attacks 'not credible.” Birmingham Post  7 November 

                                                                  2001. Electric Library. Salamanca High School Library .

                                                                  12 Oct. 1999.

                                                                  http://www.elibrary.com
Parenthetical citation: (“Bridge”).
***

Facts.Com     

http://www.2facts.com/wa/almanac-home-feature.asp
User name: salams     Password: facts

Includes three databases:

1. Issues and Controversies

2. Today’s Science 

3. World Almanac 
Issues and Controversies 

"Juvenile Death Penalty." Issues and Controversies On File, 

On File

21 Jan. 2005.  Issues & Controversies @ Facts.Com 

Facts On File News Services. Salamanca High School Library 6 Apr. 2006.

< http://www.2facts.com>

Parenthetical citation: (“Juvenile”).
Today’s Science

“Killer Bees Strike in United States.” Today's    

Science On File Sept. 1993. Today's Science @ FACTS.com. Facts On File News Services.  Salamanca High School Library 6 Apr. 2006.







<http://www.2facts.com>.

Parenthetical citation: (“Killer”).
World Almanac


"Environment: Major Venomous Animals." The World Almanac 

and Book of Facts. The World Almanac Reference  Database @ FACTS.com. Facts On File News Services. Salamanca High School Library 6 Apr. 2006. <http://www.2facts.com>.



Parenthetical citation: (“Environment”).
***

___

Gale Databases 
(Use model 
with NYS Health Reference Database    to cite all of the Gale NOVEL Databases. Each  article in these databases should have a link to its citation. Remember to add the library: Salamanca High School Library.)
Gale Databases including:
1. Business and Company Resource Center
2. InfoTrac Junior edition

3. The Twayne Authors Series - Twayne World, English, and US Authors
4. Informe
5. Custom Newspapers
6. New York State Newspapers
7. National Newspaper Index

8. Health & Wellness Resource Center & Alternative Health Module

9. Gale Virtual Reference Library

10. Business & Company ASAP

11. Junior Edition - K12
12. NYS Health Reference Database     

Health Reference DB from the NYS Library through LSTA funds
Searches the Health Reference Center-Academic which has 328,496 articles.


http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/nysl_we_salamplb     No password required
Use this database to find articles on: Fitness, Pregnancy, Medicine, Nutrition, Diseases, Public Health, Occupational Health and Safety, Alcohol and Drug abuse, HMOs, Prescription Drugs, etc. The material contained in this database is intended for informational purposes only.
NYS Health Reference Database     Arrowsmith, Joseph. “The Real Face of Diabetes.” Better

Homes and Gardens  August 2001:182. NYS Health Reference Database.  14 Dec.,2001.  Salamanca High School Library.

<http://web5.infotrac.galegroup.com/>   

Parenthetical citation: (Arrowsmith 182).
___ 

Grolier Online

---Provided by CASLS

http://go.grolier.com/
User name: salhs       Password: salamanca
Includes :

Encyclopedia Americana

Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia

New Book of Knowledge

New Book of Popular Science

Lands & People
Grolier Online                             Carey, George. "Supreme Court of the United States.” The       New Book of Knowledge. Scholastic Library Publishing, 2005. Grolier Online Encyclopedia. Salamanca High School Library 31 Oct. 2005 

<http://nbk.grolier.com> 






   Parenthetical citation:  (Carey).

Hobson’s CareerView/CollegeView

The first component of this program is Career View. 

http://careerview.collegeview.com/
This resource can be used to research occupations. Students can search for qualifications, training, and education required for the career of their choice. They can discover job outlook, salary range, what the job entails.  Students can discover how to write a resume and cover letter, prepare for a job interview, and the basics of job hunting. The career component is new this year along with the program now being web-based. This program has been used for Introduction to Occupations classes, ninth grade science career reports, as well as student use for personal interests. 

The second component of this program is CollegeView.
http://collegeview.com/
This program has a unique feature of allowing one to in-put specifications or qualifications desired in a college, and the database can then be searched to find a school to meet one’s needs. Other unique features include key facts to colleges, virtual campus tours, and remote access from home so that parents can become involved with their child in this crucial decision-making process. Students can also find scholarship info here.

First time users click on New User to create your own personal account and password, if necessary. 

Hobson’s College/Careerview


“Details for Biophysicists.”  Careership.  Hobsons.  









1 May 2006.  

< http://mapping-your-future.org/features/careership/career_summary.cfm?/careership/career_summary.cfm?careerID=163&headerImage= _featured career>
INET Library

http://www.inetlibrary.com/
User name: Sala         password: book K-12

Includes information for teachers, students, a library of reference resources, and home life interests.

INET Library



“Genius Among Geniuses.” Einstein Revealed. 1999.

INET Library. Salamanca High School Library.  19 Dec., 2001. 








<http://www.inetlibrary.com>

 


Parenthetical citation: (“Genius”).

Maps 101

http://www.maps101.com/Application/Index.aspx
User name: caboce18     Password: ca
Maps101


Parsons, C.  “City of New York, 1856.”  Maps101.  2006. 





Maps.com.  1 May 2006.  


<http://maps101.com/Application/Catalog/Product.aspx?cid=253&pid=4220>
PROQUEST

http://proquest.umi.com/login
User name: HPXPVSRDT8

Password: welcome

Proquest  provides powerful, convenient search and retrieval, right from your desktop, to one of the world's largest collections of information, including summaries of articles from over 8,000 publications, with many in full text, full image format.  --- this resource is provided by CASLS.  ***This resource allows one to search by periodical. If a magazine is missing from our hard copy collection or if we do not subscribe to that particular journal, one can search by periodical/date and possibly retrieve the needed information. 
Proquest 

Juster, Susan. “ Strangers and Pilgrims: Female Preaching 

in America, 1740-1845.” The Journal of American History Dec 1999: 130-31.  Proquest. Salamanca High School Library Dec.2001.

<http://www.il.proquest.com/proquest/>
Parenthetical citation: (Juster).
SIRS Knowledge Source



http://sks4.sirs.com

SIRS Researcher is a web-based / online reference database containing thousands of full-text articles exploring social, scientific, health, historic, business, economic, political and global issues. Articles and graphics are selected from 1,500 domestic and international publications. Additional content databases include World Almanac Excerpts, Maps of the World, Today's News and more.

User name: NY0692       Password: 14779

SIRS Knowledge 



Duffy, Michael. “War on All Fronts.” Time  

15 October  2001: 30.  SIRS Knowledge Source.

Salamanca High School Library.  15 Dec., 2001. 







http://sks2.sirs.com
Parenthetical citation: (Duffy).
Student Resource Center---Bronze
A fully integrated database containing thousands of curriculum-targeted primary documents, biographies, topical essays, background information, critical analyses, full-text coverage of 200 magazines, over 10,000 photographs and illustrations, and more than 8 hours of audio and video clips.

***This is excellent source. It incorporates many of the Gale reference resources: Prime areas of research include people search, literature, and timeline events.
User name and password: Sala73144
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/sala73144
Student Resource Center (Bronze)

BOOK OR



“Land mine.” Discovering Science. Gale Research, 1996. 

REFERENCE


   
  Student Resource Center. Salamanca High School Library.

WORK
12 Oct. 2004.

  





  <http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/SRC/>

Parenthetical citation: (“Land”).
**Some examples taken from:  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers

--Fifth edition  by Joseph Gibaldi


                              ---Using two or more works from the same anthology---

To avoid repetition in citing two or more works from the same collection, create a 

complete entry for the collection and cross-reference individual pieces to the entry.

*In the example below the Norton Reader is the anthology.  The two short stories listed below are both taken from the pages of that anthology – but are their own sources (counted separately). 

Dickerson, Debra.. “Who Shot Johnny?” Peterson, Breton, and Hartman 220-223.

Peterson, Linda H., John C. Breton, and Joan L. Hartman, eds. The Norton Reader. Shorter 10th 

ed. New York: Norton, 2000.

Shapiro, Bruce. “One Violent Crime.” Peterson, Breton, and Hartman 10-14.

