



How To Create Source Cards in MLA Format

Once you find a source you can use, create a source card for it before you put it back on the shelf or close the webpage.  Once your source card is done, photocopy the source or print it out to highlight the useful information and create your note cards.

TYPES of SOURCES


Books – it looks and feels like a book, it opens and has pages with numbers

Media – all other types of sources that don’t require computers or books (magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, interviews, television, radio, audio recordings, video recordings, and letters)

Internet – requires a dial-up connection to a computer (e-mail or general website).  Not all sites are credible as resources.  Check with the teacher. 


Electronic – all software: either on separate disk or a program on computer, including on-line encyclopedias (no WIKIPEDIA!) 

Web Subscriptions – specific sites (usually require a password) that the library pays to be able to use

SOURCE CITATION vs. PARENTHETICAL CITATION (in-text)
        A source citation tells the author of the source, the title, the type of source 

(coded in punctuation: Book, “Article”, etc…), the place of publication, and name of 

the publisher, and the date of publication and the date you checked the source.  Each of these sources will be on a separate card when you find the sources, then typed up in alphabetical order (by the first word on the card) to become the WORKS CITED page in your final paper. 


A parenthetical citation is written in the body of the research paper, in the paragraph, right after the information you have included that you found in that specific source.  This information tells the reader the first word on that source card (with correct punctuation) and what page so they can look back on the Works Cited page of your report to find that exact same source and page number and be able to find the information you have included.  This is making sure that you are not plagiarizing.  Also known as IN-TEXT CITATION.

         You need both types of citations in your research paper to avoid plagiarism.

FOLLOW THE PUNCTUATION

          MLA format (Modern Language Association) has created a special CODE as a shortcut to understanding different types of sources.  If you don’t follow the code, you have to write a LOT more on your source cards.   For source cards:  the first line is on the margin, every line after that should be indented (see sample model).  Make sure you write with the correct punctuation for both source and parenthetical citations! 

BOOK SOURCE

General model for a book source: 
Author’s last name, first name.  Title.  Place of 

                                                                             publication:  Publisher, Date of Publication.

    ** note how first line is on margin and other lines are indented….

You want to follow the above model for most books.  You may not find all the information in all the books.  If some bit of information is missing, look for the specific examples below to find the appropriate model to follow.  Include any and all information (in this order) that you can find from your source. 

NO AUTHOR GIVEN

National Geographic Atlas of the World. Washington: 






     National Geographic Society, 1990. 

 To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (National 172).

TWO AUTHORS   
Vernoff, Edward L., and Elizabeth Shore.  The International 

Dictionary of 20th Century Biography.  New York: New American Library, 1999.

  To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (Vernoff  and Shore 461).

FOUR OR MORE


Allen, Thomas B.,et. al. CNN War in the Gulf. Atlanta: 

AUTHORS 



      Turner Publishing, Inc., 1991.








“et. al.” = and others

To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (Allen 83).

ONLY EDITOR OR
 
 Wall, Cheryl A., ed. Changing Our Own Words: Essays on
TRANSLATOR                              Criticism, Theory, and Writing by Black Women.  New    

                                                         Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 1989.

To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (Wall 412).

SELECTION IN WORK

Reilly, Patrick. “William Golding.” Contemporary Literary 

EDITED BY ANOTHER

      Criticism. Edited by Roger Mautz. Vol. 25. Detroit: Gale 

  Research, Inc., 1990. 206-212.

     To cite this parenthetically:   the information from the source (Reilly 62).
General model for an encyclopedia:   Last, First (author). “Title of Topic.” Name of Encyclopedia.                                                                                                              Editor.  Number of this volume in the set. Place of publication: publisher, date of publication. Number of volumes in the entire set. 

    ** if that volume has its own  title, put that for name of encyclopedia and then put name of entire set after the volume number.  


GENERAL ENCYCLOPEDIA

Last, First (author). “Title of Topic.” Name of 

     Encyclopedia.  Edition.  Place of Publication:  Name 

      of Publisher, Date of Publication.  

Rossell, Steven. “Holocaust.” World Book Encyclopedia. 

       2004.







Parenthetical citation:  (Rossell 247).

SPECIALIZED ENCYCLOPEDIA:
Last, First (author). “Title of Article.”  Title of 

(Each volume has its own title)                      individual volume.  Place of publication: 

Publisher, Date of publication.  Volume number of 

book. Title of Series. Number of volumes in the 

set.






“Potassium.” Nutrition and Fitness. New York: Macmillan,








2003. Vol. 4 of The Macmillan Health Encyclopedia.








9 vols.

Parenthetical citation: ("Potassium" 89).

MEDIA SOURCE




General model for a media source:      Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of 




     Article.”  Name of  Magazine, Newspaper, TV show, 

                                    Movie, or Recording. Date of issue: page 







     number (s).
    ** Note how the date is written in MLA format – date month abr. Year (no other punctuation)
MAGAZINE ARTICLE-


Zhi, Lu.  “Newborn Panda in the Wild.”  National 
SIGNED
(Monthly Mag.)



      Geographic. Feb. 1993: 60-65.

Parenthetical citation: (Zhi 62).

MAGAZINE ARTICLE-


“Just in Time.”  Time.  13  Jan. 1992: 53.

UNSIGNED (Weekly Mag.)


Parenthetical citation: (“Just” 53).

CQ RESEARCHER


Clark, Charles S.  “The Obscenity Debate.” The CQ EDITORIAL RESEARCH

       Researcher 20  Dec. 1991: 953-965.

REPORTS





Parenthetical citation: (Clark 961).
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE-
  
 Mauro, Tony. “Time Is Running Out.” USA Today.

SIGNED




      20 May 1992: 1A.

 Parenthetical citation: (Mauro 1A).

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE-

“Forest Fires Spread.”  San Francisco Chronicle. 

UNSIGNED




      2 Nov. 1983:C5.

 Parenthetical citation: (“Forest” C5).

PAMPHLET



Uppers and Downers.  Weymouth, Massachusetts: Life







      Skills Education, 1998.  (same as book)


Parenthetical citation: (Uppers 132).
LETTER




Magee, Doug.  “Soldier’s Home.”  Editorial. Nation  26 

        






March 2005: 400-401.

Parenthetical citation:
(Magee 400).
INTERVIEW



Ray, Bill.  Personal Interview.  2  May  1992.

Parenthetical citation:
(Ray).

TELEVISION/RADIO PROGRAM 
“Frederick Douglas.”  Civil War Journal. Narr, Danny


       Glover. Dire. Craig Haffner. Arts and Entertainment

  Network. 6 Apr. 1998. 

Parenthetical citation: (“Frederick”).
AUDIO/SOUND



Marsalis, Branford.  Romances for Saxophone. English

RECORDING

      Chamber Orchestra.  Cond. Andrew Litton. Audio

(Indicate compact disc, audio cassette
      Cassette.  CBS, 1996.


audio tape, or LP (long play record))



Parenthetical citation: (Marsalis).

VIDEOCASSETTE, DVD,

It’s a Wonderful Life. Dir. Frank Capra. DVD.  Republic,

LASERDISC, SLIDE

  
1998.    

PROGRAM, FILMSTRIP,

       

FILM





Parenthetical citation: (“It’s a).

                              ---Using two or more works from the same anthology---

To avoid repetition in citing two or more works from the same collection, create a 

complete entry for the collection and cross-reference individual pieces to the entry.

*In the example below the Norton Reader is the anthology.  The two short stories listed below are both taken from the pages of that anthology – but are their own sources (counted separately). 

Dickerson, Debra.. “Who Shot Johnny?” Peterson, Breton, and Hartman 220-223.

Peterson, Linda H., John C. Breton, and Joan L. Hartman, eds. The Norton Reader. Shorter 10th 

ed. New York: Norton, 2000.

Shapiro, Bruce. “One Violent Crime.” Peterson, Breton, and Hartman 10-14.


