Reader’s Notes Guidelines

for Mrs. Hanson’s class

This class will be turning in reader’s notes on a regular basis.  These reader’s notes

have a specific function.  They will be graded according to how well the following criteria are satisfied.

· Each assignment will be at least one full page in length

· Only legible writing or typing will be accepted

· No late assignments accepted (unless due to absence)
· No summarization

· Write what you think, use your brain when you read
This is what each assignment should consist of:

These papers should NOT summarize the reading.  I have already done the reading. 

 I already know the plot.  Do NOT waste the paper and the grade by repeating the obvious.   The grade is in ratio to the amount of summarization.  (It may be necessary to elude to a part of the story to show your thinking.  This type of summarization will not be penalized.)

These papers should show thinking.  Show me that you are thinking about the reading.  I want to know that you are making connections of some sort to the reading.  I am generally looking for content.  I want a chance to clear up any misinterpretations before they become a problem, or affect your grade.

(Your paper should start with a sentence saying, “I think…”   Tell me your impression of the story.  Did you like it or not?  Why?  You should only refer to the actual plot of the story as needed.)

Grading

Grading is based on a general scale:

· Listing intelligent (not basic) questions or comments     70-80%

· Showing train of thought to comments (trying to answer your own questions) 80-90%

· Answering all ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions in your writing – expanding on your thoughts thoroughly   90-100%

