The Acorn People




Name ________________________

By Ron Jones

Day 1
Define:

Gargantuan - _____________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

Convulsions - ____________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

Disfigurement - __________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

Decorum - ______________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

Mongoloid – this condition is now called downs syndrome

1. Who is Dominic Cavelli?

2. Describe Dominic.

3. Why did the narrator, Ron, take the camp job? 

4. List three problems they had on the first day at the camp.

1.

2. 

3.

Day 2

1. Describe Benny B.  What is his disability?  What is he good at?

2. Describe Spider.  What is his disability?  What does he enjoy?

3. Describe Thomas and his disability.

4. Describe Martin.  What is his disability?  What is his strength?

5. Describe Arid (Aaron).

6. Define irony- 

7. Which names seem ironic?  Explain why these names are ironic.

8. What did the acorn necklace first symbolize when they were in the craft cabin?

9. What did the necklaces come to symbolize as they went to the pool area?

10. Which child is the most amazing in the pool?  Why?

11. What kind of stories does Dominic tell?  

12. How does Ron, the narrator, feel at the end of the day?  Explain your answer.  

Day 3

1. Who is Mr. Bradshaw?  Describe how he runs the camp.

2. Use two or three sentences to explain in your own words why the schedule they have is not practical.

3. Did they decide to follow the schedule on day 3?

4. Whose necklace did Mary have?

5. What did the boys decide to do about the necklace?

Day 6

1. What gave the boys the idea to climb Lookout Mountain?

2. Define simile – 

3. What simile does the author use to describe the group’s hike? 

4. What did Benny do to give everyone a break and a chance to look at their accomplishment?

5.  How did they climb the last section of the trail, “Desperation”?

5. Why was everyone in the dining hall quiet?

6. List three examples of “unruly behavior” at the camp.

1. 

2.

3.

Day 7

1. What did Mr. Bradshaw think when the kids labeled everything?  Why did he feel this way?

2. Why was there no applause at the end of the film?

3. Who got rid of the labels?

Day 8
1. Who becomes the camp hero?  Why?

Day 10
1. Who was the queen at the dance?

2. Who was the king?

3. What event are the campers worried about?

3 days to go
1. What is Mrs. Nelson’s idea for the last day of camp?

2. How do the kids respond to this idea?

2 days to go
1. What was Mrs. Nelson’s name for the Camp Wiggin Water Extravaganza?

2. Use two or three sentences to describe what they were planning and doing to the pool.

1 day left
1. What were the three parts in the performance? 

2. Define rogue.  

3. Was he correct in calling the set a “rogue pirate ship”? Explain.

Zero days left
1. What “treasure” did Mrs. Nelson drop in the pool?

2. Who won the swimming race?

3. Was the play a success?

Epilog

1. What do we learn about all of the children in this story?

2. Why do you think there were no funerals for most of the children?

3.  What special item did Benny keep until he died.

