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August 1, 2011
Dear Parents,


It is with enthusiasm and excitement that I welcome you and your child to the 2011-2012 school year.  With you I share an important goal: to provide your sons and daughters an education devoted to academic excellence committed to Catholic values.  I know that the 2011-2012 school year will be one full of many exciting and challenging moments for your child.  I am excited for the new school year to begin and to share with you and your children our new cafeteria and all of the many other changes and additions that have taken place here at Saint Martin’s over the summer as we continue to enhance our outstanding educational program to meet the needs of all of our students and maintain excellence in education with Christ as our center.

At this time I extend a warm welcome to our new families who will be gracing us with their presence here at Saint Martin de Porres School. I hope that our new families will find Saint Martin de Porres School to be a very special place, a second home.  May they too find happiness and success with us here at Saint Martin’s.


I would also like to extend a warm Saint Martin de Porres School welcome to Mrs. Kathy Burns who will be an addition to our office staff along with Mrs. DeRocha.  Mrs. Burns comes to us with more than twelve years of experience as an elementary school secretary.  I am sure that you will find her to be a helpful asset to our school office and another helpful person to assist you and your children with your needs.


I want to take this opportunity to thank you again for our extremely successful past school year.  I appreciate all of your efforts and willingness to be actively involved parents in our school.   Please know that each of you makes a difference and that I recognize the sacrifices you make to send your sons and daughters to Saint Martin de Porres School.  By sending your children to our school you have shown your determination to give your children a Christian outlook on learning and life.  You have chosen a Catholic faith-based education in an atmosphere warmed by the powerful presence of our loving God.  
Before I entered our school building today, I took a few quiet moments in Saint Martin de Porres Church.  I reflected on how blessed we are here at Saint Martin’s and how proud we can be for what we have achieved.  In our beautiful new cafeteria, in our classrooms, in our academic success, throughout our school community, etc., our achievements are not due to complacency.  Our school is what it is because of our supportive pastor, clergy, finance director, dedicated faculty, involved parents, strong parish support and amazing children.  Using our individual gifts and talents let us continue to work as partners in the education of your children with Saint Martin de Porres as our patron and Christ as our leader and let us make the 2011-2012 school year the best one yet.

So that you may plan for the coming school year, I would like to provide you with the necessary information for the opening of the 2011-2012 school year.


School begins for all students in Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 8 on Wednesday, September 7, 2011.  All children are expected to be at school by 8:20 am for the bell.  Our Before Care Program, Extended Day Program and hot lunch all begin on that day.  If you are interested in these programs, please complete the enclosed forms and mail them back to Saint Martin de Porres School before August 26, 2011.


On Wednesday, September 7th, all students in Grades Kindergarten through 8 will gather in the parking lot between the church and the school between 8:00 and 8:20 am.  If the weather is inclement, students will line up in the gym.  Pre-Kindergarten students will meet in the lobby of the school where their teachers, along with their teaching assistants, will be waiting to escort them to their classrooms.


Please remember that if your child normally rides the bus home, but will be picked up the first day of school, we need a note saying such.  If your child is a car rider and someone other than you will be picking up your child, we need a note stating this.  If your child is a bus rider, you will need to find out the route number for arrival and dismissal and write it on the enclosed blue sheet and return to our school by August 26, 2011.  This information is extremely important because school districts do not inform us of this information.  I am also enclosing a copy of the arrival/dismissal procedure with an accompanying map for the safety of all.  Please remember that there is NO parking in front of or along the side of the school.  You must park in the main lot in front of the church and behind the Nativity Center.  Please pass this very important information along to any person who picks up your child during the school year.  Please also note that there is NO driving of cars in front of the school building.  Your departure is between the rectory and the Nativity Center for grades K through 8 and the rear parking lot behind the school for all Pre-Kindergarten children.


All students in Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 8 are expected to be in full school winter or summer uniform on Wednesday, September 7th.  The uniform dress code is enclosed if you are unsure of the requirements.  Please pay attention to insure that the skirt length of your daughter’s uniform is below the knee.  Li’l Darling Shoppe located on Route 9 in Wappingers Falls is our only official uniform supplier.  Please be sure to see them for all your uniform needs. The phone number of Li’l Darling’s is (845) 298-7300.


New York State Public Health Law Section 2164 requires three doses of Hepatitis B vaccine for all children enrolled in seventh grade in any public, private or parochial school.  Another amendment added to this Law Section 2164 requires children entering Kindergarten to provide evidence of Varicella (chicken pox) immunization. Information in regards to New York State Immunization Requirements for school entrance is enclosed.  I urge you to contact your child’s physician as soon as possible to begin the immunization process.

As in the past, we will continue to communicate with you twice weekly on Tuesdays and Thursdays, via the family blue folder. This folder will be sent home with your youngest child.  On the days when you receive the folder, please remove the enclosed materials, read them, sign the folder and send it back to school on the next day of school.  If you misplace the folder, please let the school know immediately. There will be a replacement fee of $5.00.  The first folder of this school year will go home on Wednesday, September 7th. We will begin the Tuesday/Thursday cycle the following week on Tuesday, September 13th.


On Tuesday, August 30th, I welcome all parents and children in Pre-Kindergarten 4 to attend Curriculum Night.  Families with the last names from A-L should attend at 6:30 pm, and M-Z at 7:30 pm.  On Wednesday, August 31st, I welcome all parents in Kindergarten to attend Curriculum Night. Again, those families with last names A-L should attend at 6:30 pm and names M-Z should attend at 7:30 pm.  On Thursday, September 1st, I welcome all children and parents in Pre-Kindergarten 3 to attend Curriculum Night.  Families A-L arrive at 6:30 and M-Z at 7:30 pm.  On Thursday, September 8th, I welcome all parents of children in Grades 1 – 8 to attend Curriculum Night at 7 pm in the cafeteria.  Curriculum Night is an opportunity to meet the teachers as they give an overview of this school year, learn about different activities sponsored by our Parent-School Association, and hear an overview of our vision for the 2011-2011 school year.  Please mark your calendar and join us for this informative evening.  As a reminder, Curriculum Night for students in K through Grades 8 is for parents only.


Enclosed is your authorization form, blue and yellow emergency contact forms (one blue and one yellow form per child), milk form, volunteer form, room parent request form, Safe Environment training registration  form, lunch and snack ticket order form, Before and After School registration forms, IRIS alert form, class list information form, and PM Bus Rider form (blue paper).  All forms need to be completed and returned to school on or before August 26, 2011.  We appreciate your cooperation as we prepare for a smooth opening to the school year.

Please be sure to check our updated school calendar located on our school website (www.stmartindeporresschool.org).  We will continue to do our best to update it to help you and your family when planning your schedule.  Also, if you misplace any of these forms that are generated by Saint Martin de Porres School, please feel free to download another copy by going to our website, www.stmartindeporresschool.org, locate my name, and then click the icon for forms.  This should be a great help to you.


God be with you for these remaining days of summer. Let us pray that the 2011-2012 school year will be a happy and successful one….for God is the true key to our happiness and success. May God bless you and those you love always.








Sincerely,








Kathleen A. Leahy








Principal
