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October 4, 2011

Dear Parents,


It is with profound sadness that I share with you news of the death of Mr. John Drain, our financial director here at Saint Martin de Porres Parish.  Mr. Drain volunteered in the position of financial director in our parish for more than forty years.  Mr. Drain was such a brilliant financial director that I truly never expect to see his like again. Mr. Drain was dedicated to Saint Martin de Porres Parish; however, it was evident that he had a deep love and commitment to Saint Martin de Porres School and Catholic education. He was liked and respected by all those in our school community past and present who knew him, and the faculty and I who had the privilege to work closely with him have been profoundly touched by his dedication to our school.

Mr. Drain was a dreamer and a man who took those dreams and made them a reality.  Mr. Drain’s dreams and vision for Saint Martin de Porres School, which he made a reality, over the past recent years, is visible for all to see.  He believed in Catholic education and did all he could to work with the past and current principals and pastors to build a Catholic school of excellence here at Saint Martin’s.  Mr. John Drain never said no to the funding of any of the items we needed within our school no matter how large or small they were.  If the needs were for the benefit of our children and their education here at Saint Martin’s, the response was always “yes.” Behind the building of our playground, the addition of our media center, a state-of-the- art science lab, new pre-kindergarten and additional classrooms, a high-tech security system, many new and upgraded technologies within the school building, smart boards in all the classrooms, and our recently new cafeteria addition, stood Mr. Drain.  The results of his works will always live on.  Our school building and our past and current students, in a very real sense, are monuments to Mr. Drain’s vision and dreams.  Although his presence will be sorely missed, Mr. Drain was and will always be the heart of our school. 
We are grateful to his wife, Pat, and their five children and eleven grandchildren for sharing Mr. Drain with us. In their sharing of Mr. Drain’s time, energy, and talents, we have truly benefitted.  We extend to them our heartfelt sympathy and prayers during this difficult time.  They know better than I, better than any us, how irreparably great is the loss of John Drain.  
A mass of Christian burial will be held here at Saint Martin de Porres Church on Wednesday, October 5 at 10:00 am.  Students and teachers in grades 7 and 8 will be attending to show respect and appreciation to Mr. Drain. 






Sincerely,






Kathleen A. Leahy






Principal


