Searching the Internet 


Two ways to search:  Almost all search engines (programs that help you search) will let you search either way.
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Browse – start by choosing a category and then continue narrowing your search by category.  Use this method when you are not sure of the specific words needed to define what you want.
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Keyword – enter the keywords that best describe what you are searching for.  Use this method when you know exactly what you want and can define it in both general and specific terms.

There are well over 2000 search engines you can choose from.  Some are single engines.  Some called Mega search engines use several of the single engines grouped together to help find the results.  There are also a group of “natural language” search engines where you type your search as a question written in English.

In most cases it is best to find one single search and one mega-search engine you like and stick with them.  The more you use them the better you will get at searching with them.  Knowing where to find others specific purpose engines is sometimes a great timesaver.

Single Search Engines  (search databases of 30-50 million pages)

· www.yahoo.com

· www.infoseek.com (www.go.com)

· www.Excite.com
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· www.AltaVista.com

· www.Looksmart.com

· www.Webcrawler.com

· www.HotBot.com

Mega or Meta Search Engines

· www.Dogile.com  (uses 14 single engines + news databases + usenet)
· www.Google.com

· www.Mega-search.com
· www.MetaFind.com  (uses AltaVista, Excite, Hotbot, Infoseek, Opentext, WebCrawler, Planetsearch)

· www.Inference.com/ifind/  (uses WebCrawler, Yahoo, Lycos, AltaVista, Infoseek, Excite)

Natural Language Search Engines

· www.aj.com

· www.WebTop.com

Some Specialized Search Engines

· www.beaucoup.com  (links to other special area search engines)

· www.411.com   (searches phonebooks, business registries and e-mail databases to find people, places and businesses)

· www.MyCounsel.com   (a natural language search engine to find answers to legal questions)

Search Engines for Kids (find sites which are readable to children)

· [image: image4.wmf]www.ajkids.com

· www.yahooligans.com

· www.searchopolis.com
Hints for entering Keywords for searching

· Write down on paper the question you are trying to answer.  Then write the keywords that could be used to categorize the information you want.  Organize them from broad topic to specific.

· If the words are part of a phrase, place the phrase in quotes.

· Use + in front of words to narrow the search.

· Use – in front to eliminate words you do not want

· For the search engine you choose to use the most read the help instructions for searching.

· If you just put spaces between word most engines assume the logical AND, that both words must be found for a successful match.

(The above rules work for most search engines.)

Bookmarks

· Use a bookmarks or favorites to save the results of a successful search.  You may click on a link and then not be able to get back to your list of search results.

· Bookmark all sites that have links to the topic you are searching for.

NOTE:  Using search buttons off of Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer go to miniature versions of these.





For best results go directly to the site!








