BABYLON: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE (DVD) (PART I) 
I.  BABYLON! (Introduction)
ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS CITIES OF THE BIBLE

CENTER OF TRADE MILITARY POWER AND RELIGION (DOMINATED ANCIENT WORLD)

SYMBOL OF WEALTH AND OPULENCE MYSTERTY AND INTRIGUE, DECANDENCE AND CORRUPTION, 

IMPERIAL CITY OF HAMMURABI AND NEBUCHADNEZZAR (GREATEST KING)

FELL SUDDENLY AT ITS PEAK

2500 YEARS AGO

RE-BUILDING OF BABYLON.

IS IT A RETURN OF BABLYLON THE GREAT?

WHY DOES BABYLON STILL FASCINATE US?

II.  MANY FAMOUS EVENTS OF THE BIBLE TOOK PLACE IN AN AREA CALLED MESOPOTAMIA:  MEANING THE LAND BETWEEN TWO RIVERS.


TWO RIVERS ARE:  THE TIGRIS AND THE EUPHRATES


MODERN DAY IRAQ

CRADLE OF CIVILIZATION!  OLDEST CITIES OF THE WORLD

BANKS OF THE EUPHRATES.  60 MILES FROM BAHGDAD

MOST OF IT IS IN RUINS.

III.   WHY THE FASCINATION?


ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE BIBLE ARE ADDING NEW INSIGHTS FOR US TODAY

IN BIBLE, BABYLON IS MORE THAN JUST A CITY ON THE MAP, 

IT SYMBOLIZES AN IDEA, A PHILOSOPHY – A WAY OF THINKING THAT IS OPPOSED TO GOD.

BASED ON HUMAN REASON, PRIDE AND INDULGENCE AND MATERIALISM

CAUSED GOD TO INTERVENE

GIVES US INSIGHT INTO OUR WORLD TODAY.

IV.  HISTORY HOLDS THE KEY TO OUR FUTURE.  (FAST FORWARD)

V.   BABYLON AND HAMMURABI   (A little bit of the history of Babylon to give us a context.)
AMORITES:  OLD BABYLONIAN EMPIRE: HAMMURABI (9:58)

CODE OF HAMMURABI
SCRIPTED SYSTEM OF LAW.

STELE :   Stone Tablet 7 FEET HIGH    MORE THAN 4000 LINES AND 300 LEGAL PROVISIONS ON A VARIETY OF TOPICS THAT COVER NEARLY EVERY ASPECT OF SOCIETY

 BROUGHT LAW AND ORDER TO THE LAND.  GOD OF JUSTICE  (  “AN EYE FOR AN EYE.” 
THOUGH PUNISHMENT =SWIFT AND HARSH

VI  BABYLON UNDER HAMMURABI

MILITARY SUPREMACY…..

INTELLECTUAL CENTER OF KNOWN WORLD

HIGHLY ADVANCED SOCIETY (MATH AND “SCIENCE”)

60 MIN HOUR, 360 DEGREE CIRCLE

CONQUEST AND TRADE!



LOTS OF PRODUCTS WENT THROUGH THE AREA.

VII    ENTICEMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE BLENDING WITH THEIR RELIGION.

PROMINENT RELIGIOUS CENTER. LOTS OF IMPRESSIVE  TEMPLES.

RELIGION  OF BABYLON HAD MANY GODS


PEOPLE FEARED THE GODS.


WORSHIPPED SCORES OF DIFFERENT GODS


BELIEVED GODS NEEDED APPEASING.


WHOEVER CONTOLLED THE RELIGION, CONTROLLED THE PEOPLE.


TOTALITARIAN MINDSET… FUSE RELIGION AND POLITICS



THE RESULT OF THIS MINDSET

ORDINARY PERSON GETS CUT OFF.

SLAVE LABOR:  SUBORDINATION TO THE KING 

ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY.

EVERY KING HAS SET THEM UP AS LITTLE GOD.

SEE SELVES AS ABOVE THE LAW AND  KEY INTERPRETTORS OF THE LAW

HAMMURABI’S BABLYON.



BASED ON POWER, WEALTH AND PRESIGE.



LASTED ONLY 4O YEARS   (FAST FORWARD) (TO NEXT CHAP.) 

VIII.   NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND BABYLON

COMPOSITE OF VARIOUS ASPECTS



POWERFUL AND RUTHLESS



HAD DOUBTS AND QUESTIONS



SURROUNDS SELF WITH “SMART PEOPLE”



BUILDER: WANTS NAME CARRIED ON:  BUILDS IN AND OUT OF BABYLON.



ALL DONE TO PLEASE THE GODS…HE REALIZES HE CANNOT RULE EVERYTHING

CONQUERED JERUSALEM IN 605

DESTROYED JERUSALEM  (WHY AND HOW)
597 : JEHOIACHIN TO BABYLON

PUPPET KING ZEDEKIAH ON THRONE OF JUDAH.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR CHRONICLE.:  LISTS THE FAMOUS EVENTSOF THE DAY.

JUDAH REBELS AGAIN…

ZEDEKIAH TRIES TO REBEL.

587 BC  BABYLON PLUNDERS JERUSALEM.

KINGDOM OF JUDAH CEASED TO EXIST. THE PEOPLE OF JUDAH  BECOME EXILES

PSALM 137:  JEWISH CAPTIVES CRYING OUT FOR THEIR HOMELAND.

IX  BABLYLON WAS CONSIDERED A GREAT CITY.

MAGNIFICENT PALACES, TEMPLES, GARDENS. OVERWHELMING.

100,000-200,000 =  “LARGEST CITY ON EARTH.”

X.  ROBERT KOLDEWAY: ARCHAEOLOGIST: FOUND THE RUINS OF BABYLON:   BABYLON = A BIBLICAL REALITY


DISCOVERED BLUE GLAZED BRICKS.


 BRICK = STANDARD BUILDING MATERIAL OF BABYLONIA.


LIONS:  SYMBOL OF GODDESS ISHTAR :  120 ON ISHTAR GATE.

XI.  DW GRIFFITH : 1916  Movie:  “INTOLERANCE”  HISTORICAL FILM: = MAN’S INHUMANITY TO MAN
XII.  SCALE OF BABYLON


SQUARE IN SHAPE


DOUBLE  DEFENSE WALL WITH A MOAT    300 FEET HIGH AND 85 FT THICK   4 HORSE CHARIOT COULD TURN COMPLETELY AROUND.


HUGE WALLS WITH TOWERS


PROCESSIONAL WAY:…..75 FEET WIDE.  LED NORTH TO TEMPLE OF MARDUK


ISHTAR GATE :  1 OF 8.  THE GODDESS OF LOVE.



SYBMOL OF BABYLONS POWER AND MIGHT



(NOW, THE ACTUAL ONE IS IN BERLIN)


MAGINIFICENT PALACE: THE CENTER OF TOWN.   5 GREAT COUTYARDS



THRONE ROOM.  170 X 56 FEET



SADDAM HUSSEIN BRICKS. (Saddam started to rebuild Babylon as tourist spot.)



CENTRAL COURTYARD:  200 X 180 FEET

XIII.  EFFECT ON PEOPLE:  OVERWHELMING:  THE GLORY OF BABYLON 

HANGING GARDENS OF BABYLON: ONE OF 7 WONDERS OF ANCIENT WORLD.


BUILT FOR ONE NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S QUEENS.

UNDERGROUND CRYPT:  

XIV.  IMAGINE WHAT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN LIKE TO BE IN BABYLON: BABYLON WAS IMPRESSIVE


DECANDENCE AND SEXUALITY:  COMMERCE AND IDOLATRY


THE CESSPOOL OF VICE.

SYMBOLIZES ALL THAT IS OPPOSED TO GOD


OBSESSED WITH PLEASURE AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

EASY TO SEE HOW PEOPLE COULD HAVE SEDUCED PEOPLE INTO BELIEVING THE BABYLON GODS. (MARDUK AND ISHTAR)

XV.  ZIGGURAT:


300 FEET TALL (HEIGHT OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY)


HOUSE OF THE FOUNDATION OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, 

TOPPED WITH  A TEMPLE.


GONE TODAY!

XVI  HUGE TEMPLE OF MARDUK


STATUE: 22OO TONS OF GOLD


KNOWN AS BEL (JERMIAH SPEAKS OUT AGAINST BABYLON AND PREDICTS ITS DEMISE)

LOOKED LIKE BABYLON WOULD LAST FOREVER.

XVII  GOD DOES NOT TOLERATE PRIDE AND ARROGANCE FOR VERY LONG.


WARNINGS FROM GOD.


DANIEL.
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