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· Babylon DVD:   Daniel and his visions
· Nebuchadnezzar dies in 562 BC
· Balshazzar last king of Babylon
· David had visions of strange looking beasts.

· Composite beast were common in ancient world.
· Need to determine the meaning of text by first taking into consideration what the possible meaning could be to the original hearers.

· Hence we must read carefully the World of the Text and take careful consideration of the World Behind the Text.

· Composite animals had meaing

· Dragon of Marduk:  Hybrid:  Calf, bird, viper, scorpion.

· Important religious significance.

· 4 Beasts represent ancient powers of the time.

· Lion = Babylon

· Bear = Persians 

· Leopard =  The Greeks/ 4 divisions of the empirr

· Fourth Beast = Roman Empire

· NOTE Daniel 7 in the CYB. The beasts are interpreted a bit differently.

· Lion = Babylon

· Bear = Medes

· Leopard = Persians

· Fourth Beasts = Greeks, because of Western origin.

· The above shows us that we must always be conscious of what interpretation we are following and its origins.

· See Text box on Page 1108 of CYB “Apocalyptic Literature”

· “to uncover or reveal”

· symbols  = codes for the people at the time

· to assure people that God with triumph and present evil would not last

· reinforce thought that evil would be punished and good would be rewarded.

Fall of Babylon:

· Overconfidence of King Balshazzar

· Having a banquet as the Persians were coming to defeat the city.

· Writing of the wall: Daniel’s Interpretation

· MENE = Numbered

· TEKEL = Weighed

· PARSIN = Divided

· Armies of Cyrus defeated Babyon

· Prophet of Isaiah  45:1-2

· How did Cyrus do it?

· Ingenious plan….(described by historians)

· Diverted course of Euphrates River.

· River lowered and thus Cyrus was able to wade under the gates of river!

· Partying continued.

· Greatest city had Fallen!!!

· Moral corruption

· Selfishness

· God Rules, we are not gods!

