Who Is the Jesus We Are Teaching?

Christology from Above

Theological Foundations:

1. Humanity’s fall from grace and the need for redemption

2. God as transcendent, “out there”

3. Jesus as the pre-existent Word of God, the second person of the Trinity, sent by God.

4. Jesus, from birth, as fully conscious of his identity and role

5. Jesus’ saving us by “dying for our sins” in an act of perfect sacrifice, thereby satisfying God and reopening the gates of heaven
6. Salvation through baptism and adherence to the will of God as it is discerned by church authorities

Characteristics of Jesus that are emphasized
1. His divinity as the second person of the Trinity

2. His incarnation as a man (leading to an emphasis on Christmas as the central Christian feast)

3. His sacrificial and salvific death on the cross (Leading to an emphasis on the Eucharist as a re-enactment of Calvary.)
From:  Jesus of History, Christ of Faith: St. Mary’s Press.
Christology from Below
Theological Foundations:

1. The lived experience of alienation from self, other, God.

2. God as personal and immanent

3. Jesus initially perceived as a Jewish prophet and teacher in first-century Palestine

4. Jesus as gradually growing in his consciousness of his identity and role

5. Jesus’ death on the cross as a direct result of conflicts with Jewish and Roman authorities and as a consequence of his total love

6. Salvation through personal decision and commitment, as well as, through the church community.

Characteristics of Jesus that are emphasized:

1. His humanity as the Nazarene, who experienced life as we do
2. His Resurrection by God (leading to an emphasis on Easter as the central Christian feast)

3. His ongoing presence and call to life in the Spirit (Leading to an emphasis on the Eucharist as a communal banquet)

