Brief Interpretative Overview of

The Passion According to John

“Majestic John”

Most dramatic and majestic portrayal of the Passion
1. Jesus is NOT a VICTIM   

a. Jesus VOLUNTARILY Lays down his life

i. Like the Good Shepherd (10:17-18)

b. Nothing Happens that Jesus is not aware of

i. Not even Pilate has power over Jesus (19:8-11)

c. Jesus is in charge of his own destiny

i. He is the word made flesh / God coming to us (1:14)

ii. Jesus gives betrayer permission (13:27-30)

d. Willful obedience unto death

i. Jesus carries his own cross / no assistance (19:30)
2. Passion = Climax of the cosmic conflict (3): darkness vs light / truth vs falsehood / life vs. death.

a. Jesus as light

i. Jesus = light to the dark world (1:1-9; 3:19-21)

ii. Jesus = the world’s light (8:12)

b. Darkness seems to be preferred by some people

i. Betrayal under the cover of night (13:30)

ii. Jesus arrested at night

1. although in the presence of the light of the world they have to rely on  torches / they involuntarily bend down for a moment (18:3-6)

3. Jesus was not Entirely Abandoned at his death

a. John sees the sacramental side of Jesus’ death

i. Water and blood from his side = symbols of baptism and Eucharist!

ii. New Community nourished by life flowing from Jesus

1. At foot of cross = Jesus inner circle

2. his mom (not named!) and unnamed beloved disc. (19:25-27)

a. they represent a new community

i. Mom = new eve = mom of Church

ii. Beloved disc. = icon of ideal disciple / primary virtue = love

