
Hebrew Scripture Study Guide for Gen 12-50

Pages 71-74 Ancestors of Faith
34. The people and events from the time of Abraham onward can be placed in the historical setting of the Near East from between _______________-______________B.C.

35. How is Abraham the “father of all believers?”

36. Describe the order of the prominent Old Testament personalities in the book of Genesis.

37. How do those who closely study the Bible know the book of Genesis was written much later than the events it describes?

38. Bible scholarship has concluded that some of the ancestor stories repeat themselves because they were originally ______________________________ which were probably passed on by word or mouth long before they were ever written down. 

39. When there are two versions of the same story, the different versions always use _____________________________.

40. In good translations of the Bible the name for God, “Yahweh,” will be translated consistently in one of these two ways: “___________” or “__________  _____________”.

41. Another tradition used a more generic name for Israel’s God, “Elohim,” which is usually translated as ____________.

42. A popular theory about the origins of the Bible is that there were originally ________________________________ of

early stories and traditions.

43. One source, the _____ source, consistently used “Yahweh” as the name for God, while another tradition, the ____ source, used “Elohim” as the name for God. 

44. Summarize the two possibilities for why the editors and writers decided to keep both versions of some stories.

45. What are the two ways we should read the ancestor stories of Israel? ______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pages 75-79 Abraham: Father of Faith
46. _____________ is the first patriarch of the Jewish faith who, with his wife _____________, and his descendants, make up the nation of people from whom God would bring salvation.

47. True or False.  Abraham was a mighty general whose native land was Palestine. 

48. Using the map on page 75, estimate the distance Abraham and his family traveled before settling in Canaan. 

49. Explain how Abraham’s journey foreshadows the one the Hebrews will later make in later stages of history.

50. Name the four people God makes a covenant with in the Old Testament.

51. Explain the covenant agreement between God and Abraham.

52. The two signs of God’s covenant with Abraham are the change in his _____________ and, more importantly, the sign of ____________________.

53. Abraham’s faith in God’s promises is considered an act of __________________________.

54. An important theme in the early ancestor stories of Abraham is ____________________ which have been promised to him and his descendants by God.

55. What are two “threats” to the blessings promised to Sarah and later Abraham?

56. What is the “external threat” to Abraham in Genesis 12:10-20?

57. What is the “internal threat” in Genesis 21:1-21?

58. In Genesis 16, ________ is so doubtful that she is really going to bear the promised descendants of Israel, she asks Abraham to have a son through ____________________, an Egyptian servant. This son’s name was _______________ and he is honored as the ancestor to the _____________ of the Arab peoples.

59. The story of Hagar illustrates that God’s ________________ extends beyond Abraham and his wife to Hagar and 

Ishmael.

60. The story of Hagar also clearly illustrates the “__________________________” as she and her son represent all three of these things: _______________,____________________,_____________when they are sent away by Abraham.

61. True or False.  Abraham would have been shocked by God’s request for the sacrifice of his son.

62. There are two lessons in the story of Isaac’s sacrifice. First, Hebrews do not _________________________________, and second, Abraham’s ______________________________________________________________________________.

63. Explain how Christians can read the passage yet another way.

64. The stories of the patriarchs teach us to ____________ God as the giver of all _____________, and to continue to trust him even when things seem _______________________.

Pages 79-81 The Blessing of Jacob

65. _____________ is a transitional character between the ________________ and _________________ stories.

66. Rebecca instructs _____________ to deceive his father Isaac, and to take his older brother, ___________’s, place. _____________  is fooled and Jacob gets his blessing.

67. Jacob fell in love with _________________ but had to marry _______________ first.

68. Genesis 32:22-32 tells of an unusual story of Jacob’s dream in which he _________________________ with God’s messenger at Jabbok.  The messenger of God is in the form of a __________________.


69. As a consequence of this struggle Jacob is given a new name-- _______________, just as ________________ was renamed before him. The origins of the name are related to the verb “sara” means ___________________ and the first syllable of ________________, that is, God.

70. The reconciliation between Jacob and Esau represents the hope that ____________ can at times live in _____________ with __________________, especially the Edomites who are traditionally seen as descended from Esau.

Pages 82-83 Joseph in Egypt: Foreshadowing the Exodus

71. What is the difference between the narrative about Joseph and the rest of the Genesis stories?

72. Joseph is able to use his office to protect the lives of his family who were in danger of _________________________

__________________________________.

73. Egypt had a massive, centralized economy served by thousands of ________________ and poor agricultrual

_____________________. 

74. Egypt famously hoarded impressive amounts of wealth, collected on the basis of ______________________________ from ________________ and the widespread ____________________________________________________________.

75. True or False.  The Joseph narrative is based on an ancient Hebrew admiration for the achievements of Egypt.

76. True or False.  The Joseph stories set the stage for the main event of the Old Testament: the Babylonian Exile.

77. True or False.  One of the lessons of stories like Joseph and Daniel is that the Hebrews not only can survive outside the land of Palestine, but actually can prosper.

78. For whom did the stories of Joseph and Daniel provide hope and consolation?
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