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What is a prophet?

·  a person or group who speak for God
· prophets words = prophecies or oracles.
· called by God during time of crises to offer challenge or comfort
· important to understand the historical events of the time.
· Prophets reminded people of God’s covenant with them
· either remind people to keep their end of the agreement or promise them that God would keep his side of the deal
· Covenant Themes prophets emphasized.
· 1. Warning against Idolatry  (see Ex 20:2-3)
· 2. Warning to act justly and to treat the poor fairly  (on the side of the poor)
· 3. Attempts to deepen the understanding of God’s love and mercy  (God always forgives)
· 4. Promises of hope for the future (God’s love will prevail, NO MATTER WHAT happened)
· Who is a prophet?
· Early Prophets:  Samuel, Nathan, Elijah and Elisha   (Historical Books 1,2 Sam and 1,2 Kings)
· Later Prophets:   All others with their “own books”
· Major Prophets:  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel (long books)
· Prophets Today?
· role has not died, only changed
· people do challenge us to be faithful to God and remind us of God’s faithfulness
· Thru baptism all Christians are called to be priest / prophet / king!
	Before Babylonian Exile
	During the Babylonian Exile
	After the Babylonian Exile
	Misc.

	Hosea, Amos, Jeremiah, First Isaiah, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah
	Ezekiel, 2nd Isaiah, Lamentations
	Joel, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, 3rd Isaiah, Baruch
	Jonah?

“day of the Lord”  = a time of judgement when evil will be punished.

Daniel?


Covenant:

·  Definition:  a solemn promise between two parties, where both parties agree to fulfill certain agreements.
· Kind of OT covenants made with historical persons.
· Patriarchal Covenant: Abraham:  promise of land and descendents
· Mosaic Covenant:  Moses:   Follow the law and be taken care of.
· David:  Promise of the continuation of the royal line
· Implications of a covenant:
· free / loving / binding of God to people
· love and loyalty are demanded in return.
· God makes the first move freely
· People do not deserve the covenant nor earn it~!
· Love relationship / implication of risk!
· Expresses creative love:  people with nothing are given a chance to be some bodies!
· God is totally committed, no matter what.
· Hesed:  covenant love / steadfast love. -- fidelity / enduring love that never ends.

