Brief Interpretative overview of 

the passion according to Mark

“Spartan Mark”

Terse and concise /rich theology

Significant Elements of Mark’s Passion

1. Cruelty / Suffering / Burden ( salvation

a. Intense prayer / facing fate ( Garden (14:35-36)

b. Quiet Submission ( conforming to God’s will (14:49; 8:31; 9:31 ; 10:33-4)

c. Great Burden ( Simon has to help (15:21)

d. Cry of Abandonment ( My God, My God.. (15:34)

e. Suffering ( Salvation (14:24)

2. Irony

a. God’s and demons identify Jesus as SOG in Mk’s Gospel (1:11,24; 9:7)

b. Wonder in amazement w/o knowing true identity 

c. Roman Centurion at time of crucifixion (15:39)

i. Irony ( gentile “gets” it  / others don’t

ii. Even Jesus’ disciples don’t understand (8:17-18,33)

3. Kingship theme

a. Expectation of a messiah, but not a clear understanding of the nature of the king

b. Kingship in Mk’s passion ( in Jesus’ mission ( six fold mention of the title king (15:2, 9,12,18,26,32)  ( suffering servant

c. Only understood when Jesus is seen on the cross:

i. 10:45; 14;24
