
AP Calculus AB Syllabus

Mr. Holton

Padua Franciscan High School    11/12
Text:  

Calculus of a Single Variable, Larson, Hostetler, and Edwards,  8th Ed.
Supplements:
2003 AP Calculus Exam, 2008 AP Calculus Exam, Fast Track to a 5
Objectives:  
To develop an understanding of the concepts of calculus and provide experience with its methods and applications.  Students will be able to work with concepts, results and problems expressed graphically, numerically, analytically and verbally and understand the connections among these representations. 
Materials:  
Covered Text with paper (I suggest covering the paper with contact paper so it lasts)

                   Graphing Calculator (I will teach using a TI 83-plus or TI 84-plus)


Spiral notebook to be used only for math.  It will be used for prenotes, daily notes, practice 



problems and homework


3-ring binder with dividers labeled chapter handouts, homework handouts, quizzes


Pencils – at least 2 for quizzes and tests.  All quizzes and tests must be taken in pencil.



Grades:
Daily 
Homework
Greater than 80% complete 
10 points





Less than 80% complete 
  0 points




Pre-notes
100% of pre-notes assigned
5 points





Less than 100% 

0 points



Quarterly    
20 % of grade - Homework and prenotes




80 % of grade – Application Labs, Writing Assignments, Quizzes and Tests 

Homework

Homework will be assigned daily.  Homework each day includes reviewing the day’s notes (all notes presented during class are to be copied into your notebook) and reading of the section covered in the textbook, in addition to the problems assigned.  All homework is to be done in your notebook – homework done on loose leaf paper will receive a zero.  Pertinent information (givens, unknowns, and diagrams) for each assigned problem is to be copied from the textbook and solved showing all steps (if you have trouble, copy the problem and make an attempt).  Having only answers is not acceptable.

Homework will not be graded for correctness.  It will be graded based on completeness.   No 
partial credit will be given.  To be accepted homework must be done in your notebook.

No credit will be given for late assignments.  However, all assignments should be completed to assure adequate practice needed for success on quizzes and tests.  The homework will be reviewed in class each day and you are expected to make corrections so that you understand how to do the problem correctly when using the work to study for quizzes and tests.
Pre-Notes

Taking notes for the next section to be covered in class will be assigned on the final day of a 
section. This includes writing all definitions of bold words and boxed information - theorems, definitions, guidelines, etc. including diagrams given in the next section in the book into your notebook.
Quizzes

A 5 -10 minute quiz will be given following the completion of each lesson.  It will focus on the lesson reviewed in class the previous day (the lesson covered in class 2 or more days before).  Pop quizzes may be given at any time. Quizzes will be worth 10 to 15 points.  
Tests

A test will be given at the end of each Chapter.  Tests will cover any material taught during the 
semester with emphasis on recently learned material and will generally be worth up to 100 points.  Longer chapters may be broken into two tests 
Tests and quizzes will be graded based on application of the skills taught – if work is required 
to achieve the answer, it must be shown to receive full credit.  Answers without work, with 
insufficient work, or with non-supporting work, when work is required will receive NO CREDIT   (and may be grounds for consideration of academic dishonesty).
If you miss class it will be your responsibility to get and copy notes taken by another student and to do 
homework and pre-notes assigned.  It is also your responsibility to show me your makeup homework and to make up any missed tests within the time limit allowed by school policy to receive credit.  You will receive a 0 for work not made up in time.   Quizzes will not be made up (missed quizzes will be excused and not affect class grade).  Tests are to be made up after school or during a study hall.  To make up a test in study hall, you must make arrangements with me.  If you only miss the day prior to a test you will be expected to make it up on the next school day after the test is given.  You will be allowed to review while the class takes the test.  If you only miss the day of the test, you will be expected to make it up on the next school day you attend.

Classroom Expectations:
1.
Please abide by the following Learner’s Code of Ethics:

A.
I will take responsibility for my own learning

B.
I agree to be an active participant in my quest for new knowledge and skills.

C.
I will participate in an honest manner in the evaluation (tests/quizzes) process.

D.
I will not interfere with the learning of others

2.  Please be on time and prepared.

3.  Please have your class materials with you each day (these are the only items that may be out on your 
desk during class).

4.  Please follow instructions the first time they are given
5.  Please be respectful of others.  Please speak only when called on, after raising your hand.

6.  Please follow all Padua Franciscan High School Rules. 

Warnings will not be given.  When a student fails to abide by these expectations, detentions will be issued 
– typically on the day following the infraction.  If a problem continues, parents will be notified and a referral will be made to the Dean of Students.  


Daily Routine:
1.
Come in and be seated prior to the bell ringing.  (if you are not in the door prior to the bell ringing, 
please report to the attendance office for a tardy slip.)  

2. 5 -10 minute quiz and/or an in-class assignment.  During this time I will take attendance.  Work silently - Any talking will be considered cheating.

3. Bible reading.




4.   Review of previous night’s homework.

5.   Review of previous day’s instruction.


6.   Introduction of new material.

7.   Practice of new material.



8.   Assignment of homework.
9.   Sometime during class I will check the previous night’s homework and pre-notes for completeness.  To get credit, your homework must be out when I arrive at your desk.   

Tutorial:    Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays after school.  Mondays and Fridays after school by appointment   Please come prepared with questions.

How your parents can contact me:  If your parents have any questions or comments for me, please 
have them call or e-mail me. I will respond as soon as I am available (usually within 24 hours).   
My e-mail address is:   jholton@paduafranciscan.com.   
My web-site address is:  teacherweb.com/OH/PaduaFranciscan/MrHolton and is accessible from the Padua Franciscan High School website.

Topics covered (approximate timing):  
Semester 1
Chapter
Name
Big Idea



   
Test Date 

1 
Limits and Their Properties
Why have limits?



 09/13/11
2 
Differentiation
Why differentiate?



 10/13/11
 
3 
Applications of Differentiation
Differentiation has a purpose

 11/18/11

4 
Integration
Integration is the antiderivative

 12/16/11
Semester Exam






 01/19/12
Semester 2
Chapter
Name
Big Idea



   
Test Date
5 
Logarithmic, Exponential & 
Transcendental is non-algebraic

 02/15/12

other Transcendental Functions


6 
Differential Equations
Solutions to differential equations 

 03/05/12


can be general or particular
7
Applications of Integration
Integration has a purpose


 03/21/12
8.1 
Integration Techniques
Integration is made easier by practice
 03/27/12

Semester Exam





          4/3/12 & 4/4/12
AP Test Review




 05/09/12
Project








 

05/23/12
Students:  I have received and read the information in the syllabus for the AP Calculus AB Course including Mr. Holton’s grading method and expectations.  I understand them.  I will do my best to meet the expectations and to succeed in this class.

Signature: ____________________________  Date:​​​  _______________

Parent/Guardian:  My child has discussed the syllabus including Mr. Holton’s grading method and expectations with me.  

Signature:  ____________________________  Date:  _______________

Parent/Guardian e-mail address  ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian phone number  ___________________________________________

