The Blues

Beginnings

Early 1900’s.  Africans who were enslaved and brought to the U.S. sang the blues to express their sorrow.

Characteristics

“Blue” notes – altered pitches.  Shown with accidentals: flat, sharp, natural
Call and Response form: a leader performs a phrase and a group echoes 

Repeated chord patterns – 12 bar blues

Chords are built on the 1st, 4th, and 5th degrees of the scale.  
We use Roman Numerals to identify the chords: I, IV, and V.


Pattern: 
I       I     I    I
 
IV   IV   I    I
 
V    IV   I    I


Arpeggios, or broken chords, are played one note at a time.

Songs we sang:
“Little Johnny Brown”
“Good Morning Blues” by Huddie Ledbetter, nicknamed “Leadbelly”
“Joe Turner Blues”

Songs we played:

“Little Johnny Brown”

“Good Morning Blues”

“Joe Turner Blues”

“S’more Blues”

“Orffin’ Blues”
Name ________________________________________

Talents Activity to prepare for writing your own Blues verse.  

Use your forecasting talent, and think of the many, varied events or sets of circumstances that caused you to feel . . . 

Sad






hurt_____________________
Afraid





embarrassed




Angry






depressed



 

Bored






Nervous




On the back of this paper, write at least one verse to fit with “Joe Turner Blues.”  Remember: the 1st 2 lines are the same.  The third line of lyrics rhymes with the first 2 lines.
