Music Review

Meter



Grade 4

A meter signature, or time signature, is found at the beginning of a song.  It has two numbers, one on top of the other.  The top number tells us how many beats, or counts, are in each measure.  A measure is separated by bar lines.

You need to memorize these notes & rests in order to understand measures and meter.


4 sixteenth notes = 1 count

eighth note = ½ count 

2 eighth notes = 1 count


quarter note = 1 count = quarter rest = 

half note = 2 counts = half rest = 
.
dotted half note = 3 counts

whole note = 4 counts = whole rest = 
Conducting Patterns:


Meter in 2

Meter in 3

Meter in 4
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Grade 5

A meter signature, or time signature, is found at the beginning of a song.  It has two numbers, one on top of the other.  The top number tells us how many beats, or counts, are in each measure.  A measure is separated by bar lines.

You need to memorize these notes & rests in order to understand measures and meter.


4 sixteenth notes = 1 count

eighth note = ½ count 

2 eighth notes = 1 count


quarter note = 1 count = quarter rest = 

half note = 2 counts = half rest = 
.
dotted half note = 3 counts

whole note = 4 counts = whole rest = 
Conducting Patterns:

Meter in 2

Meter in 3

Meter in 4

Meter in 6 (fast 










songs should be 










conducted in 2)

A song that begins with an incomplete measure, begins with an upbeat, or anacrusis.
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Grade 6

A meter signature, or time signature, is found at the beginning of a song.  It has two numbers, one on top of the other.  The top number tells us how many beats, or counts, are in each measure.  A measure is separated by bar lines.  The bottom number tells us which note equals one beat.  The bottom number 4 represents a quarter note.  The bottom number 8 represents an eighth note.  The bottom number 2 represents a half note.

You need to memorize these notes & rests in order to understand measures and meter.


sixteenth note = ¼ count

4 sixteenth notes = 1 count

eighth note = ½ count 

2 eighth notes = 1 count


quarter note = 1 count = quarter rest = 

half note = 2 counts = half rest = 
.
dotted half note = 3 counts

whole note = 4 counts = whole rest = 
A song that begins with an incomplete measure, begins with an upbeat, or anacrusis.
When a song begins in one meter, then changes meter, it is called mixed meter.
