Xylophone

In Greek, the word xylophone means 'wooden sound.' It consists of wooden bars of various lengths that are struck by a plastic, wooden, or rubber mallet.  Each bar is tuned to a specific pitch.  The longest bars make the lowest sounds.

Glockenspiel

The word Glockenspiel means “play of bells” in German.  The glockenspiel has thin, metal bars.  It is much smaller and higher in pitch than the xylophone and the metallophone.  A pair of hard mallets are generally used to strike the bars.

Metallophone

The metallophone has thick metal bars, usually played with soft rubber, or yarn wrapped mallets.  A dampen bar is often attached to the metallophone.  This bar can be used to stop the vibrations and muffle the sound of the metallophone.

BASS – the largest instruments.  They play the lowest notes.

SOPRANO – the smallest instruments.  They play the highest notes.

ALTO – the medium sized instruments.  They play the middle range of notes.

