Current Events presentation guide – 2nd Trimester
Each group will give a 25 minute presentation on current events for their assigned week.     Presentations will focus on world and national stories first with a secondary focus on local, health, science, technology and/or a feature “fun” story.  In addition, each week the groups will present a spotlight on a geographic location.  (Must be approved by Mrs. Caskey.)
Your presentation can be informal, but must include in-depth reporting on your chosen stories.  Don’t just read the headlines!  Remember to keep the primary focus on national and international news.    
You may use any of the technology in the classroom.  You must have some visual aids for the class as well.  A Power point presentation is not required.
This trimester, each individual in the group must complete the planning guide.  The group must set aside a time when they will have an editorial meeting.  In order to effectively meet, the group members must have done some research ahead of time regarding the stories of the week.  The group should not expect to have social studies class time for this!  Students are free to meet in Mrs. Caskey’s room during lunch, or before or after school.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Grading Rubric / Presentation:  50 points  

News Content  (20  points) 


Complete  and In-Depth – did you cover the relevant stories of the week?
            Did you include stories from the categories above?

Geography spotlight (5 points)

Creativity – (10 points)

Did you keep the attention of the class?
Did you have adequate visual aids?

Individual professionalism and preparedness – (10 points)
            Did you read or really know your topic?

            Could the class hear you easily?

Planning guide  (5 points)

           Did you complete your planning guide thoroughly and turn it in on time?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Individual reflection-    50 points
Each member of the group will hand in a one page typed reflection or analysis of the current events presented.  A reflection paper summarizes the process and what was learned along the way.  One thing to include would be a summary of your editorial meeting, your role in the project, how you found your information, how you decided what stories to include, what you learned from doing the project, and what reaction you had regarding the news of the week.   

Papers are due at the time of the presentation.   Late papers will lose 10 points per day not turned in.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Class Participation  (10 points)
During the class presentation, students in the audience will take notes.  After the presentation, the students will be instructed to either summarize their notes in a reflection paper, or will be asked to take a quiz or do further research on the information presented.  Quizzes and/or papers/assignments will be due the following class meeting.
If you are absent for either a presentation or a quiz, then you must either read the newspaper or watch a national news program and reflect on what you learned in a one-page paper.
