BIOLOGY
Mr. Hipsher (thipsher@casciahall.org)

Course Objectives: This is an introductory course in biology which covers a broad range of topics.  The first semester deals mostly with cells and their molecular components.  The chemistry of organic molecules such as carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, and nucleic acids is discussed.  Photosynthesis, cellular respiration, protein synthesis, genetics, and modern techniques in DNA technology are covered.  The evolution of life and the relationships of all living things on Earth, including humans, are discussed.  The second semester deals mostly with human anatomy and physiology. The 12 organ systems and their importance in health and medicine are discussed.  

Text: Modern Biology
Class Procedures: The class consists of lecture and lab sessions.  To do well in this course you must take good notes in class, do the homework, and study them thoroughly for the tests.  The tests will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions. Tests will be given on Tuesdays.  Makeup exams should be made up as soon as possible by arrangement with me.  No credit will be given for tests taken using a cheat sheet.

Grading Policy: Letter grades will be assigned using the scale:




90-100% = A




80-90%   = B




70-80%   = C




60-70%   = D




0 - 60%   = F



Quarter grades will be determined as follows:




Homework & Labs – 20%




Tests-
                       80% 



Semester grades will be determined as follows:




1st Quarter – 50%




2nd Quarter – 50%




(Final exams will be included in 2nd quarter grade and will be 



given on December 18 & May 21)
