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Guns, Germs, and Steel: Episode 1 Guiding Questions

1. According to Jared Diamond, what are the three major elements that separate the world’s “haves” from the “have nots”?
Geographic luck separates the "haves" from the "have nots".  People in the middle east lived as H/G in small groups, they were frequently on the move (near plants and animals).  As seasons changed and animals migrated, these peoples moved on.  Hunter-gatherer societies still exist in Papua New Guinea.  A hunter cannot be stupid,  s/he vast understanding must be a part of their  knowledge.  Hunting takes time and its result is uncertain.  Traditional societies have usually relied more on gathering.  The gathering is often done by women.  However, H/G does not often provide enough calories to support a larger population.  In order to have a larger society, one must live in a geographic area that provides a different source of food.
2. Jared Diamond refers to the people of New Guinea as “among the world’s most culturally diverse and adaptable people in the world”, yet they have much less than modern Canadians.  Diamond has developed a theory about what has caused these huge discrepancies among different countries, and he says it boils down to geographic luck.  Give several examples from the film to support Diamond’s theory.

-40,000 years since people have been living in New Guinea

-"cargo" (what one owns) was regarded as evidence of power

-Western colonials believed that power was determined by race and therefore it was "natural" that white people should have more "power".  
-this is social Darwinism or "warped" Darwinism

3. For thousands of years, people have been cultivating crops.  Describe the process used to domesticate crops and create plants that yielded bigger, tastier harvests.
Simple grasses (barley and wheat) grew in the Middle East.  After a catastrophic change in climate (global temperatures dropped and the world became drier) many plants and animals native to the ME died.  This drought lasted for about 1000 years.  People in the ME were forced to travel in search of food.  But they survived and prospered.  A new way of life started in the ME.  

Villages emerged 11.5 thousand years ago (right when the drought ended).  Archaeological evidence of early granaries exists in a dig in Jordan.  Barley and wheat were hardy (survived drought) and could survive for years in storage.  This is also evidence that people now stayed close to water and planed grains.  The stone-age people of the ME were becoming farmers.  With every round of planting, the best plants were cultivated.  These traits were not important to plants in the wild, but humans selected the most profitable plants.  For example, the largest produce, the best tasting produce, the most seeds produced… these characteristics were valued by people and the plants that produced them were used for seed; the plants that did not contain these characteristics were not.  People started to control nature; this is known as domestication.  Farmers could produce much more food than HG societies.  If links between farming and civilisation could be made, then this might explain the rice of societies.  

Farming almost always brings civilization.  This is true with one exception in PNG.  People have been farming there for 10,000 years.  Why didn't they develop civilisations?  Why did they not produce many goods?  PNG farmers do not grow cereal crops, they grow root vegetables, (low in protein and unable to store).  Protein is crucial to inequality.  People around the world who had access to the most productive crops became major societies.
4. According to Diamond, livestock also plays a significant role in a civilization’s ability to become rich and powerful.  How did the domestication of animals help people?  Give several examples

By 9,000 years ago, people in the ME had a second steady source of food.  Humans have begun to domesticate animals (controlling movement, feeding, and breeding)  Now there is a dependable meat supply that is not dependable on seasonal variation.  Animals could be used for meat, milk, hair, skin.  Over time, domestic animals became a major part of the new agricultural way of life.   Agriculture and domestication of animals go hand in hand in early societies.  

5. List some of the animals that can be domesticated and where they can be found.

-Goats and sheep were the first animals
-Before the industrial revolution, beasts of burden were the most powerful machineries 

-These allowed farmers to grow more food and feed more people.  

-In many parts of the world, beasts of burden were never found, so they were never used to pull a plough.

-The best animals to farm are large, plant eating mammals, and can have 1 or two offspring a year after their first year of life.  They also need to be social animals and have an internal social hierarchy (control the leader, control the flock).  The animal also needs to get along with humans.  This is why zebras don't make good domesticated animals.  

-goats, sheep, pigs, cows, donkeys, camels, llamas, reindeer, yaks, oxen are the only animals that have been domesticated



-Cows pig, sheep, and goats are native to the ME

6. Looking at the list of animals and locations from the question above, discuss how Diamond’s theory about geographic luck applies here.
Having access to cows, pigs, sheep, and goats gave people in the ME their geographic luck.

7. How did the movement of early civilizations of the Fertile Crescent (Middle East) further support Diamond’s idea that geography played a key role in the success of a civilization?

-shelters became more than a safe place to sleep, they started to become homes

-social stratification began

-plaster is a major technological development

-understanding how to work with fire led to metallurgical advances

8. Do you agree with Jared Diamond when he says of a civilization’s ability to gain power, wealth, and strength, “…what’s far more important is the hand that people have been dealt, the raw materials they’ve had at their disposal”.  Why or why not?
In PNG, metal tools were not developed because there was no social development and PNG agriculture was too labour intensive to allow for social stratification.
People don't advance because they spend too much time searching for food to develop any other skills

In spite of having geographic luck, the ME's climate was too fragile to support constant agricultural societies.  
Farming spread east and west of the ME roughly at the same latitude (weather is the same therefore animals and crops could be the same).  
