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CHW3MO Independent Study Unit
An essay?  Oh no!

An essay is the most challenging task students encounter in senior history courses. Writing a sound historical research essay requires an ability to carry out in-depth research, make effective notes, formulate and defend a clear thesis, apply critical, analytical and creative thinking skills, and organize information in a logical and coherent fashion. On top of all of this, a formal research essay must be effectively written and accurately documented. 


Each student must research and write a formal essay of four to five pages.  

How to choose a topic:

Because the range of topics is so large, here are some guidelines to help you choose something you will be happy with.  Think about what interests you or what you are curious about.  Is there a country you find fascinating?  A person?  An event?  Do you like to learn about wars?  Technology?  Religion?  Social hierarchy?  Choose a topic that is fairly mainstream.  Don't pick something too obscure (like 6th century female hagiography) and don't be afraid to do a little bit of research to find out if the topic is something you'd like.  
CONSTRUCTING A THESIS STATEMENT

To construct an effective thesis statement for a research paper, one good technique is to show a relationship between three or more relevant concepts. For the purposes of this assignment, three concepts will work very well.  Consider the lists below, and mentally experiment by connecting some of them. Remember, these are just some of the topics you can work on for your ISU.  There are MANY more combinations you can make.

	ELEMENT OF CIVILIZATION
	CIVILIZATION
	EFFECT UPON CIVILIZATION

	A military leader
A political leader
A religious figure
An artist or writer
A specific battle or war
Weaponry or war strategy
Architecture or art
Burial methods
Technological achievements
Legal or political systems
Currency/money
Environmental factor
Diffusion
Language or writing
Agriculture / domesticating animals
Social structure
	Egyptian
Etruscan
Roman
Greek
Sumerian
Assyrian
Persian
Viking
Incan
Aztec

Minoan
Babylonian
Mixtec
Mycenaean
	Economic prosperity
Economic decline
Military power
Military collapse
Religious stability or instability
Political stability or instability
Rise of a civilization
Fall of a civilization
Influencing another culture
Dominating/conquering another culture


	was inferior to 
weakened 
supported
was instrumental in 
was responsible for

	undermined 
destroyed 

was the catalyst for 
strengthened 
 caused 

	was superior to 
saved 
affected 
brought about 



RELATIONSHIP TERMS: (again, there are other options here)
EXAMPLES: 

· The military technology of the Spanish was the cause of the Incan collapse because of reason 1, reason 2 and reason 3.  
· The artistic style of Mycenaean pottery was strongly influenced by the Minoans because of reason 1, reason 2 and reason 3.  
· Without Themistocles, the Greeks could not have defeated the Persians because of reason 1, reason 2 and reason 3.  
The reasons are facts that you have gleaned from your primary sources.  

CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD THESIS

· Precise

· Clearly worded

· Challenging and controversial


Research?  I don't wanna do no stinkin' research!

1)  Start by using tertiary sources… using generalized sources will allow you to get a good sense of the major issues, events, dates, terms, and concepts for your selected topic.

2)  Move to secondary sources.  These will give you a more detailed and in depth look at the issue you have selected for your topic./  Since you already know the key names, dates, and events, you will have an easier time navigating the table of contents and index to read only what is relevant to your topic and your thesis.

3)  Use a primary resource (THE USE OF A PRIMARY RESOURCE IS MANDATORY FOR THIS ESSAY).  A thorough investigation of a primary resource will be much easier after you have done your tertiary and secondary research.

Note-Taking Strategies

Note-Taking is a crucial step in the writing process.  It provides the link between the research and the writing stage.  Mastering the skill of note=taking provides the writer with the confidence that s/he has sufficient evidence to defend a valid argument and produce a sound essay.  

Notes are not just a mass of information.  What you record during your research must be connected to your thesis and to your principle arguments.  Your note-taking should really begin once you have moved into your secondary sources.  Remember, it is important to be selective in your reading.  You DO NOT need to read a source from beginning to end.  Use the index and the table of contents and be careful to distinguish between fact and opinion.

Creating Research Cards

Research cards allow you to record evidence and sources and to reorganize evidence during your outline stage.  Only one piece of evidence (quotation) can appear on each card.  Research cards are useful for establishing connections and relationships between ideas in your paper.  Your research cards should be formatted as seen on the next page:


Paper Format and Style Guidelines
The style that will be accepted for this paper is MLA.  This style was introduced to you in grade 10 and is accepted in most post secondary institutions and in most fields.  In preparing your embedded citations and Works Cited, you are expected to use MLA 6 exclusively (Source It is fantastic for this).  

Your ISU paper must meet the following guidelines:

· Be thesis driven

· Achieve a length of 4 to 5 typed pages (not including your Works Cited)

· Pages must be typed, and double spaced

· Use 11-12 size font and 1 inch margins

· Include one introduction and one conclusion paragraphs

· Include one paragraph analyzing your primary source

· Include three body paragraphs 

· Include proper MLA embedded citations and MLA Works Cited

· MLA format for title information and page numbering
The Phases

WARNING:  Students who do not complete each phase of the ISU in proper sequence will not be permitted to proceed to the next step.  Students who fail to comply with this expectation will receive a zero on their paper.  While some dates may be negotiated on an individual basis, there will be no extensions or exceptions (except for doctor's note stating that a student was unable to complete this semester's essay due to illness) for the final phase.

Phase 1:  Topic and Primary Resource Selection                  FEBRUARY 26, 2010
Use the following as a template for  your topic selection assignment.

Name: _____________________

Topic:  ____________________

1. Give two reasons why you selected this topic. 

2. Based on your initial survey of reference material, what are three important themes or issues pertinent to this topic? Explain the relationship of your topic to the West & the World. 

3. Name two sources that you have consulted about your topic. (Please reference in complete bibliographic format).

Phase 2:  Thesis Development                                                                      MARCH 8, 2010
Your thesis needs to be handed in and approved by me

Phase 3:  Bibliography and Research Cards                                              APRIL 19, 2010
You must hand in a properly formatted MLA bibliography (everything you have examined up to this point)

You will hand in 21 research cards – the expectation is that you will have 7 quotations for each of your three arguments AND that you have used all of the sources in your bibliography.  Remember, one of those sources MUST be a primary document.
Phase 4:  Essay Outline                                                                                    MAY 10, 2010
Submit an entire outline of your paper which includes all of your controlling ideas in full sentences and your supporting ideas in point form.  A template will be provided on TeacherWeb.  ONLY TYPED OUTLINES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Phase 5:  THE ESSAY!!!!                                                                                 JUNE 4, 2010
Hand in your completed essay and works cited.  Please hold on to all your rough work.  You may be asked to produced it at any time if I have questions about your paper or there are any suspicions on plagiarism.  Your essay is handed in when you have given me a hard-copy AND you have submitted a copy to Turn It In.  

This paper will be marked out of 75 and will count as half of your exam (15% of your final mark.

Source Code (see Sample Works Cited Card)                        GWYN 350


and page number from source							   





Quotation marks indicate direct quotation (i.e. word-for -word) from source





“Military doctrine required a prolonged artillery barrage to demoralize the enemy and to shatter his defence systems”		Record only ONE paraphrased idea or          


					quotation / card            


[Artillery attack warned enemy of imminent attack; at Vimy Ridge unorthodox methods helped ensure success of attack]		Square parentheses identify YOUR ideas						








