The Long Fuse- Notes
Introduction:

· In 1860 Germany just a group of states – 1864-1871 Prussia (largest of Germanic states) fights and wins 3 successive small localized wars to unite the Germanic states

· Franco- Prussian war 1870-1871 – Fr. loses Alsace and Lorraine (humiliating)
· Germany friendly/Allied with everyone- France excluded
· Daylight savings time, income tax and `universal suffrage introduced

· Germany beat and humiliated France  

· Germany formed an alliance with all the nations of Europe to isolate France- maintains good relations with Britain

Fall of Bismarckian Diplomacy: (Alliances)
· Britain – policy of Splendid Isolation – do not want to be involved with continent

· 1888- Kaiser Wilhelm II replaces Bismarck as Chancellor- allows Germany alliance treaty with Russia to lapse

· Treaty Formation

· Dual entente forms France and Russia (1894)

· Then Triple Alliance – Germany. Austria-Hungary, Italy

· Britain joins France (Entente Cordiale) after sorting out territories in Africa (Fr gets Morocco, Br. gets Egypt) –
· Germany considers this an "anti-German" agreement
· In an attempt to break the Fr/Br.  alliance Ger. Tries to interfere in Morocco (preaches independence)
· Backfires, Britain backs France and cements their alliance where as Italy abandons Germany 

· Any small conflict has the potential to draw in the other countries

Imperialism:

· The idea of a “place in the sun”

· Gather colonies to increase the power and wealth of your nation (Empire Building) 

· Germany is late in the race for colonies
· not much left 
· but they are looking for the respect and prestige of having an empire

· This will lead to other conflicts with European nations

· 1911 French troops sent to Morocco to support Sultan's government
· Germany suspects France may take over the country 
· sends a gun boat and demands part of the Congo in exchange for allowing France to have a free hand in Morocco

· Britain angered by actions readies the  British fleet – Germany backs down

· Diplomatic failure for Germany
· humiliated on the world stage (when they are looking to make their mark as the new country)
· German navy will increase as a result
Militarism

· Warped kind of Darwinism – strong nations will flourish, weak nations will submit.

· War is a viable option for foreign policy- to gain or maintain superiority
· Britain develops the two power standard – Britain's navy needs to out power any other two nations combined

· German Naval secretary turns the fleet from coastal security to a battle fleet

· Dreadnought- can outgun any ship afloat – Germany builds the same boat – no law about selling military secrets – arms race has begun

· 1870-1914 military spending increases 300% 

· Conscription exists in most nations – by 1914 12 million men ready for war

The Schlieffen Plan

· Faster mobilization increases likelihood of a successful first strike

· Germany considers war with France inevitable 
· Germany must avoid a war on two fronts – knock France out early then turn to face Russia ( they will mobilize slowly, they are the least industrialized – 6 weeks)

· FLAWS – invasion of two other neutral countries (Belgium and Luxembourg)

- Could not be changed once set in motion

- risks bringing Britain into the war

- no plan for a war with Russia only

· BUT – works well when used correctly

- Von Schlieffen dies, other general is not as confident in the plan

- changes the proportion of the troops

- not enough force for the hammer swing through Belgium

- troops get bogged down in Belgium and Northern France

- We know it works, Hitler used the same plan and will knock France out of the war in three weeks.

Nationalism

· Austria-Hungary has:

· 50 million people, 
· diverse ethnic backgrounds 
· only 50% of which are Austrian or Hungarian

· Slavs are restless- want to join independent Serbia

· Balkans – "powder keg of Europe" 

· Turkey, Austria-Hungary and Russia all interested in controlling the area

· Russia vows to support the Serbian's – common ethnicity/religion BUT Russia is looking for an outlet into the Balkans 

· Bosnia and Serbia consider joining forming Yugoslavia – Austria feels threatened

· Loss of one nationality may cause all of them to want independence = death of the A-H empire
