Analytical Paragraph Outline
Scroll down to the bottom for an outline better suited to computer work.
Controlling Idea/Thesis: _________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
Lead/point 1____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Quote/Evidence (with parenthetical reference) 1
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comment/Analysis 1 (Show me how or why your evidence proves your thesis.  Using the word because is a very good idea here.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lead/point 2 ___________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Quote/Evidence (with parenthetical reference) 2
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comment/Analysis 2 (Show me how or why your evidence proves your thesis.  Using the word because is a very good idea here.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Lead/point 3 ___________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Quote/Evidence (with parenthetical reference) 3
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comment/Analysis 3 (Show me how or why your evidence proves your thesis.  Using the word because is a very good idea here.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion

______________________________________________________________________________________

For those of you working on a computer, this might be easier to use:
Controlling Idea (Thesis):

Lead:  What is your quotation about?  This is where you paraphrase and explain the evidence.

-
Quotation:  (with embedded citation)

-
Analysis:  (Show me how or why your evidence proves your thesis.  Using the word because is a very good idea here.)

-

Lead:  What is your quotation about?  This is where you paraphrase and explain the evidence.

-
Quotation: (with embedded citation)

-
Analysis:  (Show me how or why your evidence proves your thesis.  Using the word because is a very good idea here.)

-

Lead:  What is your quotation about?  This is where you paraphrase and explain the evidence.

-
Quotation: (with embedded citation)

-
Analysis:  (Show me how or why your evidence proves your thesis.  Using the word because is a very good idea here.)

-

Conclusion:  (leave your teacher with something to think about) 
-

Helpful Reminders:

· Remember an analytical paragraph must be a minimum of 11 sentences to do every step.

· The easiest way to write an analytical paragraph is to write your thesis, find your quotations, write your leads and then work on your analysis.  Leave the conclusion for the end, it usually writes itself
· It is always formal – no personal pronouns or contractions

· You need to explain your quote to give it contest AND link it back to your controlling idea in your comment/analysis
· Try to make more than one connection to your controlling idea. Ideally 2-3 connections.

· Check TeacherWeb or in your package for the MLA parenthetical documentation examples as well as the Work Cited examples. Don’t make careless errors here. Everyone should be getting 100% on these technical things. 

· If you have been asked to hand in a works cited, it is worth your while (and quite a few marks) to make sure it is perfect.  Use Source It from the Library's website and earn those high marks you deserve.
· If you are off to college or university and have to write an essay, then you should know that an analytical paragraph averages around 250 words.  Think about how long your essay must be, subtract 400 words (intro and conclusion), then whatever is left divide by 250.  That should give you an idea of about how many body paragraphs you should have.  Here's an example:

2000 word essay

-200 words introduction

-200 words conclusion

1600 words

1600 / 250 = 6.4 (lets round it down to 6).  Your essay should have 6 body paragraphs

· If you are using my "handy-dandy-thesis-builder", then you should still be working with a three part thesis, except that now, you are using six quotations for each part of your thesis.  Longer papers are not more difficult or more complicated, they just have more evidence and more analysis.  The process for writing them  is still the same.           

