In Text or Embedded Citations MLA 7 Format
General Rules

· These may be called parenthetical references

· References in the text must clearly point to the specific sources in the works cited.

· Used whenever you incorporate another person’s words, facts, information or ideas

· Works published on their own e.g. book, long poem, plays have their titles in italics- The Shining, The Iliad, The Canadian Challenge 
· Works published in a group e.g. short poems short stories, or articles/readings have their title in quotation marks “Ode to a Grecian Urn”, “The Body Politic”, “Letter to Lord Sanchez”
The following is taken from: MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 7th Edition.
	Category
	MLA Format

	Single author

· Use the author’s last name and the page number reference
	(King 10)

	Two or three authors

· List both authors last names (joined by the word and) then list the page reference.
	(Cruxton and Wilson 124)

(Rabkin, Greenburg and Olander 56)

	More than 4 authors

· List the first author listed on the reference followed by et al. then include your page reference
	(Lauter et al. 2425-33)

	Several sources by the same author 
· Put a comma after the author’s name and add the title (italics) of the work (in brief) or a shortened version and the relevant page number
	              (Frye, Anatomy 237)

	Different authors, same last name

· You must add the first initial of the author to clarify the reference. If the initial is the same you must include the entire first name. 
	( A. Patterson 183-185)

(L. Patterson 230)



	Electronic Sources (with author)

· Use the author’s last name and include the page, screen or paragraph reference
	(Readings 6)

(Gardiner, line 2-3)

(Sohmer par. 44)

	Electronic Sources (no author only article title)

· Use the article title (in quotation marks) and the appropriate page/screen or paragraph number
	(“Innocence” 24)

	Electronic Sources (no author or article title, only site title)

· Use a shortened version of the title and the page/screen/paragraph number
	(Early Modern 4)


	Groups as authors/Corporate author
Use the Author’s name followed by a page reference. Shorten the terms that are normally abbreviated.
	(Public Agenda Foundation  4)
(Natl. Research Council 15)
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