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Statistics Canada: Canada Year Book
Using Canada Year Book with your social science class
· What is it?

The Canada Year Book (CYB) is a publication that has been published regularly since 1867, just prior to Confederation.  Over 400 pages in length, it is an excellent reference on the social and economic life of Canada and its citizens.  CYB is a useful resource for social science courses (history, geography, sociology, and economics) dealing with Canada.
· What topics are featured?

The Canada Year Book features the following 25 topics:

Agriculture




Manufacturing

Arts, culture, and recreation

National accounts

Business enterprises


Personal finance

Communications



Population and demography

Construction



Prices and price indexes

Education




Primary industries

Energy




Science and technology 

Environment



Service industries 

Geography



Social conditions 

Government



Trade 

Health




Transport and warehousing 

Justice




Travel and tourism

Labour

· What’s inside?

· Overview Articles:  Each chapter begins with an overview analytical article.
· Graphs:  Graphs are included for each topic discussed.

· Tables:  Numerical data are included for each topic discussed.  

· Glossary:  A detailed glossary is included to aid understanding.

· Index:  A clear index is included to help users find information.

· How can I use this in my class?

Overview articles:  Ask your students to write a one-paragraph précis of an Overview that relates to the content of your course.  Find an older copy of CYB in your school library and ask students to compare the content of this Overview article with what was written in the older CYB on the same topic.  Then, have students compare differences in the Canadian data and in the style of the article.
Graphs:  Find a graph that depicts a topic of interest to students.  Have the students write a few sentences that describe the visible trend in the data and predict how they expect this Canadian data to change over the next few years. 
Tables:   For a chapter that relates to the course, ask students to select one table and write a few sentences describing some important facts that they can learn from that table.  Under most tables you will find the number of the CANSIM table that is the data source.  All 2 500 CANSIM tables are available free on E-STAT at http://estat.statcan.ca.  Using the CANSIM table number, produce two different graph types (e.g. bar, line, pie) in E-STAT, based on an interesting CYB table.  More detailed data are usually available on E-STAT for a longer time period than shown in the CYB Table. 
Teacher’s kits with lesson ideas and activities are also available (from previous Canada Year Books) at http://www.statcan.ca/english/kits/intro.htm.  
· How can I obtain a copy?

Copies of the Canada Year Book can be purchased from the Statistics Canada website at http://www.statcan.ca/bsolc/english/bsolc?catno=11-402-X&CHROPG=1 (at a discounted price for educators).  Most of the Canada Year Book can also be downloaded from the above website. 
