TRAVEL TO CANADA’S WINTER 

HOT-SPOTS:

Travel around Canada and to enjoy the winter activities we have to offer

GRADE 9 Canadian and World Studies

STATISTICS CANADA: Travel and Tourism

Marjorie Bonsfield

Jenn Meens

Activity:  WINTER ACTIVITIES IN CANADA

Time: 80 minutes

Description:

Students form teams of 2 or 3.  Each teams is given a travel package which includes the article “More Skiers and Snowboarders are Visiting Canadian Ski Areas”; the bar graph depicting Participation in Possible Winter Activities in Canada: 2002 (from table 426-0006; and a table (from E-STAT) showing Domestic Travel in Canada: Table 426-0001; a Map of Canada, Blank Itinerary; and Transportation Tickets (bus, air, etc.).  In their teams they research using the travel package to find the most popular winter activity-taking place in each province.  After deciding on the winter-activity of interest they go to the fictitious “Tourism Canada booth” (i.e. Teachers Desk) and search through the correct pile of fact cards, sorted by activity type and location, to find the Event, Location, Date, Title, and some interesting facts about the event (attendance, etc.).  The name of each specific destination is recorded on their map by labeling the destination in the correct location on the map.  Students will use the travel itinerary to plan their travel schedule based on location of destination, the dates of the winter activity, and the type of transportation available to them. The completed Map and Travel Itinerary are handed in at the end of the lesson.

Instructions:  

You and your partner are avid snowboarders with a whole winter and winnings from your last competition to spend.  You decide to use these to travel across Canada, hitting as many snowboarding destinations as possible.  Your adventurous spirit gets the best of you and since you’re traveling through Canada’s varied landforms you decide to make the most of it.  When you’re not snowboarding you’re taking in the best winter fun each location has to offer.  To find these jewels (the best places to be) you must do some research upon your arrival.  You stop off in the tourist information centre at each province and look over their data on “hot-spots” and “popular events” to make your choice of where to go in each place.

Strand(s) and Expectations:

Strand(s):  Human-Environmental Interactions, Methods of Geographical Inquiry

Overall Expectations:  

(  demonstrate an understanding of Canada’s climate, landform, and human activities    

     through identifying and locating winter recreation activities in several regions of     

     Canada.

(  identify some of Canada’s unique recreational and cultural events.

(  develop and basic understanding of the development of the tourist industry in Canada

Specific Expectations:

(  identify trends in winter tourism activities through information from Articles, graphs 

    and tables.

(  link the identified activity trends with specific locations and events

(  use the identified trends and activities to design their own realistic travel schedule

(  develop and understanding of the types of recreational and cultural activities taking 

    place in Canada each year

(  develop an understanding of how Canada’s landscape, people and climate influence the    

     types of winter activities take place

Prior Knowledge Required:

This activity is meant as a summative activity after the climate unit, possibly after the landform unit.  The students are expected to have prior knowledge of the Statistics Canada Site however, this is not required if the information is downloaded and printed out by the teacher, for the students.

Unit Planning Notes:

(  Teacher must go on the Statistics Canada Website and download recent statistics if they so desire.

( make up, or use given ‘fact cards” about winter events in Canada

(  Class is split into pairs (or threes)

(  Canada’s Tourist Information Centre is set up with information from all the provinces (this can include provincial flags, flowers, slogans, topographical maps, etc.,) the information from Statistics Canada, and winter activity fact cards.

Teaching and Learning Strategies:

Students demonstrate their learning in this unit through their involvement in the following:

(  analysis of information

(  analysis of statistics

(  map reading

(  group work and collaboration

(  identification of location on a map

(  students learn about how humans manipulate and enjoy their environments during the winter months in Canada

Assessment/Evaluation:

This culminating activity is intended to form part of the final evaluation for the course, based on marking the activity (oral communication, cooperation skills) and the worksheet. A Rubric has been designed for this activity.  Students are evaluated on their knowledge and understanding, thinking and inquiry, communication skills, and application skills.

Resources:  

http://www.statcan.ca
map of Canada

Question Cards (winter activities that take place in different parts of Canada)

Rubrics (Assessment Chart): attached

Accommodations:

(  Pair students for activity

(  As an extension, have students create their own presentation, or brochure on their favorite winter travel destination in Canada.

Work Sheets: 

Introduction:

You and your partner are avid snowboarders with a whole winter and winnings from your last competition to spend.  You decide to use these to travel across Canada, hitting as many snowboarding destinations as possible.  Your adventurous spirits get the best of you and since you’re traveling through Canada’s varied landforms you decide to make the most of it.  When you’re not snowboarding you’re taking in the best winter fun each location has to offer.  To find these jewels (the best places to be) you must do some research upon your arrival.  You stop off in the tourist information centre at each province and look over their data on “hot-spots” and “popular events” to make your choice of where to go in each place.

Article attached as Acrobat Reader File:

“More Skiers and Snowboarders are Visiting Canadian Ski Areas” (Statistics Canada catalogue no 87-003-XIB, Vol. 19, No. 1)

Map of Canada: provide your own map to be used in this activity

Travel Tickets: only provided in hard copy for this project (go on-line and make q-cards with travel information and cost)

Destination Detail Cards:

This is the information provided on each of the travel destination cards that the stdents will look at after deciding on their desired destinations.  We separated the cards into different categories based on activity type (recreation or cultural event), and by Province.

WINTER ACTIVITY DESTINATIONS IN CANADA

NEWFOUNDLAND (festival, cultural event)

(  Corner Brook Winter Festival at Marble Mountain in the Gros Morne area

mid-February

Extra Info

“best & most reliable skiing east of the Rockies”

Captain Cook was based here 1763-67 while mapping the island, using triangulation for the first time.

NOVA SCOTIA  (other sports or outdoor activities)

(  Cross-country skiing 

(  Cape Breton

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND  (other sports or outdoor activities)

(  Green Gables Traditional Winter Afternoon of outdoor activities

· snow shoeing, skating, tobogganing, sleigh-riding

NEW BRUNSWICK (other sports or outdoor activities)

(  Outdoor Activities Circuit

· Dog-sledding near Fredericton

· Snow-shoeing at Millville

· Icelandic horse-riding near the Richibucto River

QUEBEC  (snowboarding)

(  Mont-Sainte-Anne (near Quebec City)

Early February

Extra Info

Here’s a chance to also attend the Quebec Winter Carnaval, the world’s biggest winter carnival.

ONTARIO  (snowboarding)

(   Blue Mountain near Collingwood

- includes Badlands Snowboard Park & Hell’s Half Acre

Extra Info

This is the tallest (720’), widest (2.5 miles) ski mountain in Ontario.

The mountain is a section of the Niagara Escarpment near Georgian Bay.

MANITOBA  (other sports or outdoor activities)

(  St. Boniface Ice Wall  (St. Boniface is part of Greater Winnipeg)

Extra Info

At the same time, here is an opportunity to attend Le Festival du Voyageur, which is held in St. Boniface at Fort Gibralter (formerly Fort Garry) in mid-February.

SASKATCHEWAN  (other sports or outdoor activities)

(  La Ronge (Northern Saskatchewan)

(  Multi-day dog-sledding and winter camping

ALBERTA  (snowboarding)

(  Canmore/Fernie

BRITISH  COLUMBIA (snowboarding)

(  Whistler/Blackcomb

YUKON (festival, cultural event)

(  Frostbite Music Festival 

(  Whitehorse

Mid-February

Extra Info

This is Canada’s first and coolest winter music festival.

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (festival, cultural event)

(  Caribou Carnival, Ice Worm Challenge (mountain bike race), & 

Canadian Dog Sled Championships

(  Yellowknife

End of March

NUNAVUT  (festival, cultural event)

(  Toonik (Tuniq) Tyme (welcoming the sun)

(  Iqaluit, Baffin Island

First week in April

Rules of the Game: Cross-Canada Winter Vacation

1.  Form into teams of two or three.

2.  Each team gets a travel package, consisting of

· Snowboarding article

· Bar graph: Participation in Possible Winter Activities in Canada

- based on Table: 426-0006: Canadian travel survey (Person-trips)

· Table 426-0001

- Includes the north (YU, NWT, & NU)

· Map of Canada with locations marked on

· Tickets (air, train, bus, ferry)

· Blank itinerary

3.  Begin the game.

4.  Read the game paragraph & the snowboarding article.

5.  Based on the bar graph, figure out which activity you’ll participate in while visiting each province or territory. 

-  You must choose the most common type of activity indicated for the particular province. 

-  For the areas indicated in the snowboarding article, this activity will be snowboarding. 

-  For any province or territory not specified, choose festival/cultural event.

6.  Based on the results of step 5, go to the travel agency [teacher’s desk or other designated spot], and choose cards from the appropriate category (other sports-snowboarding, other sports & outdoor activities, festivals & cultural events, etc.) for each destination area. 

Note: the cards note specific destination, not province or territory.

7.  Mark the name of each specific destination on your map.

8.  Plan your itinerary, taking into consideration any particular event dates.

9.  Fill in your itinerary, including the names of you & your travel partner(s).

10.  Figure out what main mode of transportation could be used to follow your itinerary, based on the tickets in your possession.

11.  Mark the modes of transportation on your itinerary.

12.  When your itinerary is complete, take it to the travel agent [teacher] for confirmation.

Snowboarders’ Winter Dream Trip: Itinerary

Dates: Dec. 2003 to April 2004

Names of Travellers: _______________________________________________________

Destination (Prov./Terr., city/location)     [Activity]               Dates of Visit
Transportation
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Table 426-00011,3,4 - Canadian travel survey, domestic travel, by province and census metropolitan areas, annual (Person-trips x 1,000) 

Characteristics=Person-trips 

	Geography
	2002

	  Newfoundland and Labrador
	3,784

	  Prince Edward Island
	1,125

	  Nova Scotia
	8,287

	  New Brunswick
	6,075

	  Quebec
	45,928

	  Ontario
	70,257

	  Manitoba
	6,265

	  Saskatchewan
	8,029

	  Alberta
	19,186

	  British Columbia
	18,842

	  Yukon, Northwest Territories and Nunavut
	113E


Source: Statistics Canada

Survey or program details:
Canadian Travel Survey - 3810
ANSWER SHEET

Snowboarders’ Winter Dream Trip: Itinerary

Dates: Dec. 2003 to April 2004

Names of Travellers: J. Meens and M. Bonsfield
Destination (Prov./Terr., city/location) [Activity]
          Dates of Visit
Transportation

British Columbia (Whistler)
[snow boarding]
Jan 5-19th

(dep.) bus

Alberta

(Canmore)

[]

Jan 19th – Feb 2nd
bus

Saskatchewan 
(La Ronge)

[]

Feb 2nd – 9th

plane

Yukon (Whitehorse)


[]

Feb 9th – 12th

plane

Manitoba
(Winnipeg)

[]

Feb 12th – 15th

plane

Newfoundland (Corner Brook)
[]

Feb 15th-18th

ferry

Nova Scotia
(Cape Breton)

[]

Feb 18th – 25th

train

New Brunswick  (Fredericton)
[]

Feb 25th – Mar. 4th
bus

Prince Edward Island


[]

Mar 4th
– Mar 7th
bus

Quebec 
(Quebec City)

[]

Mar. 7th – 17th

train

Ontario
(Collingwood)

[]

Mar. 17th – 27th
plane

Northwest Territories
(Yellowknife)
[]

Mar. 27th – Apr 1st
plane

Nunavut
(Iqaluit)

[]

Apr. 1st – 7th

plane


Travel to Canada’s Winter Hot-spots: Rubric

	Criteria
	80 – 100%

Level 4
	70-79%

Level 3
	60-60%

Level 2
	50-59%

Level 1

	Communication
	
	
	
	

	Group Work
	Group worked together to complete task, stayed focused
	Group worked together to compete task, but had trouble staying focused
	Group had trouble working together and staying on task, but got it done
	Group had trouble working together and staying on task, did not make use class of time

	Written Communication
	Communicates information and ideas clearly, all diagrams labeled, all data complete
	Communicates information and ideas clearly, data complete
	Communicates information and ideas with some clarity, data incomplete
	Communicates information and ideas with limited clarity, data incomplete

	Thinking and Inquiry
	
	
	
	

	Inquiry skills: formulating questions, conducting research, analyzing and interpreting the data, evaluating the information
	Applies all or almost all inquiry skills listed during the activity.
	Applies most of the inquiry skills listed during the activity
	Applies some of the inquiry skills listed.
	Applies few of the inquiry skills listed




	Application
	
	
	
	

	Using the data, knowledge of Canada’s landforms and climate and written information given to make a functional travel itinerary 
	Applies the data, knowledge of Canada’s landforms and climate, and the article information into all aspects of the creation of the travel itinerary and map
	Applies these factors into the creation of the written travel itinerary and map
	Applies some of these factors into the creation of the written travel itinerary and map
	Applies very few of these factors into the creation of the written travel itinerary and map

	Knowledge and Understanding
	
	
	
	

	Demonstration of an understanding of the concepts and making logical conclusions
	Written work demonstrates understanding of travel and winter activities in Canada. You are able to create a functional travel itinerary and understanding the link between activity types and regions of Canada
	Written work demonstrates understanding of travel and winter activities in Canada.  You create a travel itinerary and make conclusions about activity types and regions of Canada
	Written work demonstrates some understanding of travel and winter activities in Canada.  Some links can be made in the travel itinerary between activity types and regions of Canada
	Written work demonstrates a limited understanding of travel and winter activities in Canada.  Few links can be made in the travel itinerary between activity types and regions of Canada
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