Statistics Canada Treasure Hunt

1. Go to the page Statistics Canada Website  (at http://www.statcan.ca )

2. Scroll down and click on the Learning Resources button near the bottom on the left side-bar of the homepage

From the Learning Resources link go to the Teachers page.  Click Resources by school subject and then Mathematics 
Select the grade level you want to teach. Click the Lessons tab, and select a mathematics topic and find a lesson that you think you may use.  Write or paste the title here:

For what course and grade do you think this lesson could be useful?  

3. Click the Glossary button on the left side-bar.  This glossary of hundreds of terms was developed to complement Statistics: Power from Data! , a good resource for independent student learning for grades 8-12.

a. Find the definition of the term 'bias' and paste it here.

b. Find the definition of the term 'histogram' and paste it here.

c. Return to the top of the Glossary page and click on Table of Contents.  From the list, select one exercise that you think you may use.  Paste the link here.  

d. From the list of lessons given for every chapter, select one lesson that you think students may find interesting.  Paste the link here.

4. Return to Learning Resources home page and click on Census at School in the gold  box. Census at School is an international in-class voluntary survey with participating schools around the world.
a. Click Data and Results  in the left side bar and find Canadian Summary Results for the most recent year
Select the table 19. What is your Favourite Subject.  Where does math rank as a favourite subject for Canadian students among?

Grade 4-8 girls _______  Grade 4-8 boys _____

Grade 9-12 girls______  Grade 9-12 boys ______
b. Click Learning Activities on the left sidebar and look through the lesson plans.  How many lesson plans are provided for grades 4 to 8? _________
c. Later we will collect our Census at School class data and then analyze this data.

5. Return to Learning Resources and click on E-STAT: select, graph and map data  in the gold box:  http://estat.statcan.ca  

E-STAT offers an enormous warehouse of reliable and timely statistics about Canada and its people along with easy to use tools to graph and map the data. Click Educational institutions registered with E-STAT to see if your institution or school board is registered.  How many schools are registered for E-STAT in your province?____  What is the E-STAT username of schools in your local board? _____ 
Click User guides and lesson plans in the left side bar to access complete lessons and tutorials for E-STAT. How many lesson plans are provided here for the intermediate years? ___________  Probably our best lesson for grade 7-8 mathematics is Canadians your age: Analysis of the 10-to-14 age group using E-STAT.  How many worksheets are in this lesson ______ and what types of graphs are produced? ________________
6. Only for those teaching grade 7 or 8:

 Click on Search Censuses in the left side bar on E-STAT.  This makes accessible a wealth of data from different Canadian censuses.
 What is the earliest census for which data are available here? ___________
Enrichment: Find the oldest census that shows data on occupations.  Pick one or more occupations that interest you and paste a table showing the census results here.

7. Only for those teaching grades 9 to 12:

 Return to Learning Resources and select Resources by School Subject and then Mathematics. Click Grade 9-12. 

Under the  Key resources tab, click on  Function modelling using secondary data from E-STAT   to find real-world data that can be modelled by mathematical functions.  Choose one dataset that you think you could use, and graph it.  Paste your graph here.

8. Statistics Canada offers an annual prize of $500 for the best curriculum lesson or project that makes use of Statistics Canada web resources. This is described on the StatCan Postsecondary resources page under the orange button “Prizes and Awards for students”.  Go to the Statistics Canada prize for curriculum studies.  Paste in the URL and the closing date for submitting your entry.

9. Listserv for educators: To keep up-to-date on our resources for teaching, please subscribe to our statcanedu list. You will receive an email once a month listing new teaching resources and new data of interest to teachers. 
 To do this, subscribe by sending an e-mail message to:

listproc@statcan.ca
Leave the subject line blank and in the body of the message type:

subscribe statcanedu YourFirstName YourLastName
( Congratulations! You have now completed the treasure hunt.

Save this document in your own files, along with your answers, for a quick reference to some interesting material, or email this document to yourself.  
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