Workshop and Assignment: Canadian Resources

for Teaching Geography from Statistics Canada
Bruce Baker, Geography, University of Ottawa, Faculty of Education

Facilitator: Joel Yan, Statistics Canada, joel.yan@statcan.ca, 951-2858, 1-800-465-1222
Aim:
Usually classroom textbooks that are available for use in a school are 2 to 10 years out of date. This lab and the follow-up assignment are designed to:


*familiarize you with some of the wide range of Internet, and print resources of Statistics Canada which can be used to update and complement textbooks in the geography classroom - particularly the new grade 9 Geography of Canada course

*provide an introduction to major resources for geography on the StatCan website including:
a) "Summary Tables"  over 500 tables updated regularly
b) “The Daily”, short news articles, coming out every work day giving highlights of all major releases from the over 350 surveys conducted by StatCan, and
c) "Community Profiles" providing data and maps for over 5,000 communities from the last 3 censuses and the Aboriginal Peoples Survey.

*introduce you to the most current E-STAT package of resources which are on the Internet at www.statcan.ca (under Learning Resources), free to all schools, colleges, universities and Canadian depository libraries at http://estat.statcan.ca

*provide you with an opportunity, with a partner, to practice the skills of using Geographic DATA from the Stats Can Website and E-STAT (over 1700 census data characteristics for each municipality in Canada, and over 36 million data time series from over 250 ongoing surveys on Canada)
*give you an opportunity to apply the information from Stats Can in a specific lesson context. The best lessons from our class may be submitted to the annual $500 Statistics Canada prize for curriculum studies. (See http://www.statcan.ca/english/liaison/cacs.htm for details.) 

Methodology: 
This lab will involve the class being divided into teams of two to work through the Website and E-STAT User Guides for both the time series data and the census profile data. There are very easy to follow E-STAT "User guide" instructions available on the web site for guidance. Teams will select a topic for their assignment from a list provided, or negotiate a different topic.

Based on this experience, each team is to design/develop a specific classroom activity (not necessarily a whole lesson) using any Stat Can data. Student worksheets and teacher handouts will be provided. In addition, you will have an opportunity to examine other resources from Statistics Canada useful for teaching the geography program.

E-STAT has, among other things, a section on the environment that will be of major interest to many students, especially coupled with the updated annual resource book (Human Activity and the Environment) on the same theme. 

Assignment Specifics: 

1) From the Statistics Canada web-site, http://www.statcan.ca  select and output in electronic or hard copy form the following materials directly related to your selected topic: 
a) one or two tables from the Summary Tables section (from the left side bar on each page) 
b) one article of direct interest from the Daily News section or included as an article on the topic under Resources by Subject
c) one data table, graph or map using the E-STAT database. (For detailed E-STAT content related to each unit of the new Geog. curriculum see www.oagee.org )

2) Design a Stat Can based curriculum activity for teaching students about some aspect of Canada or Canadians related to your selected topic. In this activity, make use of resource items a) b) and c) listed above. Specify the URL of each page used. The activity should be related to any intermediate or senior geography course in Ontario. Please note that this does not have to be a complete lesson, one clearly outlined activity is all that is necessary - but be sure to indicate the amount of time required.

3) Provide the specific student instructions on student worksheets (you may assume that the students have access to E-STAT and that they have been given instruction on how to use it) 

4) Illustrate what you, the teacher, will expect the students to produce, both in terms of statistical and or graphics display as well as points you would expect in terms of interpretation or analysis of the information.
 
5) Identify the course expectations developed for your activity or lesson


6) Please follow the FORMAT-HEADINGS used on the StatCan web-site
(www.statcan.ca - Learning Resources) 
a) Overview 
b) Overall Expectations (objectives)
c) Suggested grade level and class time required (to complete the activity)
d) Specific Expectations
e) Vocabulary 

f) Materials Required - Resources 
g) Classroom Instructions (actual steps on how to teach it - for the teacher)
h) Evaluation-Assessment 
i) Enrichment Opportunities (optional)
k) Student Worksheet(s) - for the students to use

This assignment has been developed in partnership with:
Joel Z. Yan, Coordinator, University Liaison Program 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0T6 
joel.yan@statcan.ca, tel.: (613) 951-2858, 1-800-465-1222, 613-850-3495 (cell) 
 http://www.statcan.ca
Moderator, STC Educator Discussion Forum, geoghist@statcan.ca


List of Topics for the Assignment (selected from the E-STAT Table of Contents) 

A) Land and Resources: 
1. Agriculture – using Census of Agriculture data  
1. Agriculture – using CANSIM time series data

2. Energy  
3. Environment - using the Human Activity and the Environment resource
4. Environment - using CANSIM time series data


B) People: 
5. Aboriginal peoples

6. Children and youth

7.  Culture and leisure
8. Education, training and learning  
9. Ethic diversity and immigration

10. Families, households and housing

11. Health
12. Income, pensions, spending and wealth  
13. Labour - using Census of Population data  

14. Labour - using CANSIM data  

15. Languages

16. Population and Demography - using Census of Population data  
17. Population and Demography - using CANSIM data  

18. Seniors

19. Society and Community 
20. Travel and Tourism – using CANSIM data on Domestic Travel (i.e. within Canada)

21. Travel and Tourism – using CANSIM data on International Travel


C) Economy: 
22. Construction  

23. International Trade

24. Manufacturing
25. Transportation 

PROCESS Used for the E-STAT Lab

1. Introduction and orientation - walk through of what StatCanada website at www.statcan.ca and what E-STAT has to offer teachers, plus links to specific StatCan resources for the Grade 9 Canadian Geography, Grade 11 (Travel and tourism) and Grade 12 (World issues) courses on http://www.oagee.org  (Joel Yan)
2. Match up partners (2) to work together for this assignment (B. Baker)
3. Begin to select a topic    (you and your partner)
4. Work through the E-STAT User Guides (from the left side bar in E-STAT at http://www.statcan.ca/english/Estat/guide/guide.htm )  to learn how to use E-STAT (All)
5. Time within the class to "explore" and begin to get some sense of the "scope" of
data offered by E-STAT (All) 

6. Provide general "awareness" of some of the other products of StatCan (J. Yan)
7. Review details of the assignment  (B. Baker)
8. BEGIN finding StatCan resources for your assignment (you and your partner)
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