Investigating your Practicum Location using 2006 Census Tract Profiles 

– A Teacher Candidate Activity


Name: ____________       
 
         School Postal Code: ______             
Go to Statistics Canada’s website at www.statcan.ca and select your language of your choice. 

Click Community profiles in the left side bar near the top under the heading "Find statistics". 
Click Census Tract (CT) Profiles
Under Option 1, enter the 6-character postal code of a school (without spaces) within a large urban centre where you are doing your practicum or might hope to find a job. Click View data profile.  
This brings up tables with several pages of census characteristics about the corresponding census tract, metropolitan area and province. 
Note: the data in the tables are not for the postal code, but for the complete corresponding census tract area. This activity only applies for large urban centres with a population of at least 50,000 where census tracts have been defined.  
Fill in the table below based on the information shown for your selected area.

	Statistical Profile for Census Tract __________  in _______________(City)

	Characteristic

	Census Tract 
	Metropolitan Area (CMA)
	Province

	2001 to 2006 population change (%)

	
	
	

	Age 0 - 4
	
	
	

	Age 5 - 9
	
	
	

	Age 10 - 14
	
	
	

	Age 15 - 19 
	
	
	

	Median age
	
	
	

	Number of married –couple families

	
	
	

	Number of common-law  families
	
	
	

	Number of lone-parent families
	
	
	


A. Answer the questions below with short answers, using the data in the above table.

1. What is the total number of school aged children in this area? _______

1. What is the total number of children aged 0 to 4? _____________ 

1. How might this be useful to a school administrator predicting student enrolments? _________

1. How might this data be helpful to new teachers looking for an area that will likely be hiring more teachers? ________________________________________________________________ 

1. List at least 3 of the other 250 variables provided through the 2006 Census Tract Profiles that could be helpful to you in preparing for your practicum within this community? __________Explain.  

B. Census Tract Report



Briefly describe the people, families and dwellings in your census tract, based on the data you found. Compare characteristics of your tract to those for your metropolitan area and province. For example, what percentage of families is lone-parent in your area? What percent of dwellings require major repair? How many people are new immigrants?  How does this compare to the rates for your city and province? Given the data, what might this mean for your teaching of this student population?  You might want to attach one or more graphs generated from the Community profiles site. 
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