Trent University GEOG 271: Cities: an Introduction to Urban Geography
Instructor: S. Tufts (steventufts@trentu.ca)
Assignment #1: Canadian Urban Systems Analysis 
Objective: 
To familiarize students with the differences among large and small centres in the Canadian urban system using an accessible database (i.e., Community Profiles administered by Statistics Canada).
Task: 
1. Construct a unique group of cities from three categories of urban centres: Census Metropolitan Areas (currently 27 CMAs listed on the reverse); Census Agglomerations (currently 113 CAs, 19 of which are listed on the reverse); other Census Subdivisions (approximately 5,600 CSDs). The grouping must be regional, with all the centres within reasonably close geographic proximity to each other.  The group will include six (6) centres:  1 or 2 CMAs; 2 or 3 CAs; and 2 or 3 other CSDs. NOTE: You must be careful not to overlap your choices (e.g., choosing Peterborough-Census Agglomeration and Peterborough-City).

2. Research the centres using the Community Profiles database located on the Statistics Canada website (www.statcan.ca). 

3. Choose one variable for which data is available for all six centres for the 2001 and 1996 census years (e.g., persons age 15-19).


4. Normalize the data for the purposes of analysis (e.g., calculate the percentage of persons age 15-19 of the total population for each centre). 


5. Construct a table that contains both the ‘raw’ and ‘normalized’ data figures all six centres for 1996 and 2001. Example: 

	
	1996
	2001 
	

	Centre 
	Pop. 15-19
	Total Pop
	% Pop. 15-19
	Pop. 15-19
	Total Pop
	% Pop 15-19
	Change 1996-2001

	Toronto (CMA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oshawa (CMA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Peterborough  (CA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cobourg (CA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bancroft (town)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Madoc (township)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



6. Write a report  (maximum 1000 words), discussing: 

a) the ‘geographic’ logic behind your choice of centres; 
b) why you think the variable you have chosen is important (i.e., what it may tell us about the differences/similarities among urban centres of different sizes); 
c) your initial hypotheses regarding the differences/similarities among the six chosen centres and between 1996 and 2001 with respect to your chosen variable; 
d) the findings from your research and any emergent pattern of differences/similarities among the centres and over time; and 

e) implications for this pattern with respect to what it may tell us about the Canadian urban system. 

7. Submit the table, written report and any maps of the chosen centres (optional) during the following class periods (Seminar Groups A,B,C,D – Wed., Oct. 13th; Seminar Groups E,F ed. Oct. 20th). 
	Census metropolitan areas (CMAs) -  27 CMAs
	Census agglomerations (CAs) 
with Census Tracts (CTs) & Census Agglomerations CAs without CTs  - 113 CAs 
CAs with CTs = 19 (listed below) 

CAs without CTs = 94 (not listed)
	Other Census Subdivisions* (CSDs) (e.g., towns, villages, townships) 


	Abbotsford (CMA), British Columbia
	Barrie (CA), Ontario
	e.g., Madoc (township) Ontario; 

	Calgary (CMA), Alberta
	Belleville (CA), Ontario
	

	Chicoutimi - Jonquière (CMA), Québec
	Brantford (CA), Ontario
	

	Edmonton (CMA), Alberta
	Drummondville (CA), Québec
	

	Greater Sudbury (CMA), Ontario
	Granby (CA), Québec
	

	Halifax (CMA), Nova Scotia
	Guelph (CA), Ontario
	

	Hamilton (CMA), Ontario
	Kamloops (CA), British Columbia
	

	Kingston (CMA), Ontario
	Kelowna (CA), British Columbia
	

	Kitchener (CMA), Ontario
	Lethbridge (CA), Alberta
	

	London (CMA), Ontario
	Medicine Hat (CA), Alberta
	

	Montréal (CMA), Québec
	Moncton (CA), New Brunswick
	

	Oshawa (CMA), Ontario
	Nanaimo (CA), British Columbia
	

	Ottawa - Hull (CMA), Ontario - Québec
	North Bay (CA), Ontario
	

	Québec (CMA), Québec
	Peterborough (CA), Ontario
	

	Regina (CMA), Saskatchewan
	Prince George (CA), British Columbia
	

	Saint John (CMA), New Brunswick
	Red Deer (CA), Alberta
	

	Saskatoon (CMA), Saskatchewan
	Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu (CA), Québec
	

	Sherbrooke (CMA), Québec
	Sarnia (CA), Ontario
	

	St. Catharines - Niagara (CMA), Ontario
	Sault Ste. Marie (CA), Ontario
	

	St. John's (CMA), Newfoundland and Labrador
	Example of a CA without CTs: 

Smiths Falls (CA), ON
	

	Thunder Bay (CMA), Ontario
	
	

	Toronto (CMA), Ontario
	
	

	Trois-Rivières (CMA), Québec
	
	

	Vancouver (CMA), British Columbia
	
	

	Victoria (CMA), British Columbia
	
	

	Windsor (CMA), Ontario
	
	

	Winnipeg (CMA), Manitoba
	
	


*Note: CSDs are the building blocks for CMAs and CAs. However, not all CSDs belong to either a CMA or CA. 
Your group of urban areas must include: 1 or 2 CMAs; 2 or 3 CAs; and 2 or 3 other CSDs. You must have a total of 6 areas in your group reflecting some regional logic.  
Steven Tufts, September 2004
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