StatCan website and E-STAT Skills for Teachers
Date:  January 2008 
To efficiently use www.statcan.ca  and E-STAT in teaching, the skills below are important.

1) How to find data by subject

· Click www.statcan.ca and select language of choice
· On the left side bar, under Find statistics, click By subject 
· Now click your subject of choice
· From the resulting list of subtopics, select one subtopic. 
· This brings up a list of  links for this specific subtopic including: 
· the latest Daily articles
· Data tables

· Summary tables
· Census tables

· detailed tables on CANSIM (and available free in E-STAT) 

· Publications

· Analytical studies – in depth analysis

· Statcan surveys (under Definitions, data sources and methods) related to this subtopic. 
Find statistics is perhaps the best way to begin your search. (
For other search options click the Search button in the top black bar.

Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________
2) How to search the E-STAT database (located on the Learning resources site)
2.1 Search CANSIM (containing over 36 million time series in 2,700 tables from over 250 surveys)

 – see all the options described on this page and on the associated ‘Help with this page’ screen shown below.

· You can find tables of interest by entering a few words in the textbox and clicking "Search". Note that the search box will also accept CANSIM table numbers (e.g. 282-0001) and series numbers (e.g. v1,v2,v3). You can also browse CANSIm by survey or by subject (see list on the right side)

· Unless you enter individual series numbers (sometimes also refered to as vector numbers), the result of a search is a list of one or more tables. Selecting a table from the list opens it and allows you to subset it by selecting members of interest from its dimensions.

· Note that a link to the "Advanced" search feature is also available, if you need more control over a word search.

Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________

2.2 Search Censuses (containing detailed data from the 1986- 2006 Censuses of Canada, the 1665-1871 colonial censuses, and our Environment and Federal election modules) 

- see all the options described on this page and on the associated ‘Help with this page’ screen shown below.

Select the method you want to use to find specific census data. You can:

· Select one of the recent censuses or the 1665-1871 Censuses from the drop down list under Census. Click Go!
· Search all census profiles for a characteristic.  Enter one or more terms in the search field, to perform a text search. Click Search!

· Note: This generates a list of all profiles that contain the selected term(s) in one or more of their characteristics. From this list select the profile of most interest. 
· Search for a geographic area. From the drop down list, select the database of interest and then specify the geographic area of interest. Click Search!   (Note: This generates a list of all the profiles on E-STAT that contain data for the selected geographic area. This could be useful if you are doing an in-depth study of a particular community.)
Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________

3) How to do basic calculations and manipulations in E-STAT
 Once you output E-STAT data in table format, you are given several options for manipulating the data.

· in CANSIM, calculate the percentages that one time series is of a base (e.g. total) by selecting the base value as well as the time series of interest. Then click the Manipulate data button and select ‘Data expressed as % of first series’.
· in Census, display the data in table format. Now click the radio button below a table and select which characteristic should be used as the base (i.e. 100%) for the percentage calculation. In the Census module you can also sort the table by any characteristic and sum consecutive characteristics. See the Help with this page screen once you display census data in a table format. 
Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________

4) How to graph E-STAT data

4.1) In CANSIM: 
- Select up to 13 related time series of interest.

- Select Retrieve as Time series for long time series and more graphing options (15 different types of graphs)
- Use the radio buttons to select any of the 15 graphing methods and click Retrieve now
- Select Retrieve as Table for clearer graphs when you have multi-dimensional tables for a short time period
- Click Modify Graphic and then customize your graph type and graph title, add grid lines, etc.
Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________

4.2) In Census
· Select your Census or other data of interest. Then select the profile / table of interest.

· At the next screen, select the Geographic areas of interest, and then select one or more Characteristics of interest. Select your Output format (table, graph, map or downloaded file) by clicking one of the icons at the bottom of the screen. 
Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________

5) How to copy and paste graphs and maps into a document:

Place your mouse on the graph or map. Right click and select the Copy option. Open your document or presentation and paste in the selected graphic.

Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________

6) How to Map data

 In Census

After following the steps in 4.2, click the Map icon. Maps can be produced for the following geographies: provinces, counties, municipalities, census tracts, census metropolitan areas, federal electoral districts, 1861 county boundaries, ecozones, ecoregions, and watersheds. See the Help with this page for an explanation of the different options available with census mapping. 
Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________

In CANSIM
Maps can only be produced for provincial and territorial geographies. After following the steps in 4.2, under Geography select the provinces/territories of interest, then select Retrieve as a Table and finally select Map (last observation) from the list of Graph output formats.
Points to remember: ___________________________________________________________________
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